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I. Tod & émeyeyvouévov Bépovs Ileromorviatos
kai of Ebupaxor dua 79 oite drudlovrs éoTpd-
revoar & Ty 'Arriciy (yeiro 8¢ adrdy 'Apyi-
Sapos 6 ZevEdduov, Aaxedaipovivr Bacireis),
kal éyxabelopevor édnjovy iy yfy rxal mposBohal,
Do wep elobexav, dyiyvovro Tév  Abyvalov irméwy
Sy wapeixot, xal vov wheloroy Spihor THY YrAiv
elpyov o py wpoekidvras Ty Smhov rd dyyis

2 T woNews waxovpyelv. éupelvavres 8¢ ypovoy
ot ebyov 1& ceria dveyopnoay xal Sieaibnoar
kard modes.

IE. Mera 82 mw éaBorsw rov Ueromorynoiwy
edfis AéoBos whiw Munbiusne dmwéocry dwo
Abnraiwy, BovAnfévres piv xal wpd Tob woréuov
(@AN of Aaxebaipdvior o w&maeﬁéfawo), dvay-
xacbévres 8¢ rai TalToy THY andoracw wpdrepor

2 ) Sievoolyro wovjoaslai. rav e yap Mudvwy
Y X@ow xal Teydy olkoddunow xal wvedy

t Mytilene was an oligarchical state, with dependent
towns, Antissa, Pyrrha, and Eresus, only Methymna on the
northern coest retaining ita democratic constitution and ita
connection with Athens. For the revolt, ¢f. Diod. Bie, xii.
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THUCYDIDES.
BOOK 11 ’

I. Durive the following summer, when the grain ss»e
was ripening, the Peloponnesians and their allies
made an expedition into Attica nnder the leadership
of Archidamus son of Zeuxidamus, king of the Lace-
daemonians, and settling in camp proceeded to ravage
the land: And sallies were made as usual by the
Athenian cavalry wherever opportunity offered, thus
preventing the great mass of the enemy’s light.
srmed troops from going beyond their watch-posts
and laying waste the districts near the eity. The
invaders remained as long as their provisions lasted,
then withdrew and dispersed to their several cities.

11, Directly after the invasion of the Pelopon-
nesians, all Leshos, except Methymna, revolted
from Athens. The Lesbians had wished to do this
even before the war, but the Lacedaemonians had
not taken them into their alliance, and even in this
instance they were forced to revolt sconer than they
had intended. For they were waiting until the
work should be finished of blocking their harbours,

45, The compilaint of the Mytilenaeans was founded on the
Athenian attempt {o prevent their centralisation. See W,
Herbat, Der Abfall Mytilenes, 1881 ; Leithiuser, Der Abfall
Mytilenes, 1874,
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wotnow émwéusvor reheoBivar, xal Soa éx Tol
Tdprov &es dq‘.uxéaﬂa;, 'rdfé'rm. Te xal oirov,
3 xal & perameumouevas foav. Tevédior fy&p dvrer
adrois qubo,om xal Mqﬁv;waw& xai adréde Mu-
TiAppalor (8¢ avﬁpes- xards ordow, wpofevor
Aﬂnvam:{, qfw'mm wyigvovras Tols Adnvaiows
dre Ewm;m’?wm Te -rmf Aéa,&w & iy Murouon
,8:.& wai- Ty wrapacreuy dracay perda Aaredai-
;.ww.mv xat Bowrdw Evfyryemw Svrev dwi awo-

. grdoer émelyovtar xal €l pd Tis Tpoxataiy-

Jerar §8n, erepioeafas alrovs AéafHov.

III. Of & ’Adyrvales (Goar yap reraavnropn-
phvos tmé re T vdoov wal Tob wordpov dpri
xafiorapbvor xal axudalovros) péya utv Epyov
nyetvre elvar Aéofor wpoomohepmaacal vav-’
Tikdy Eyoveay wat Shvauw deépaov, xai otk
amedéyovro T6 mphror Tas KaTyyopias meilov
wépos véuovres 1@ pm Bovhesfar dAnlH elvar
émedy pévror xal mépravres wpéeBes ol
¢reov Tos Mumidgwalovs Ty re Fuveixiow
xal THY mapacxeuly Saddety, dsicavres wpokara~

2 Aafely éfodhovro. Kal méumovow éfamwaiws
receapaxovra vads, al Ervyov mwepl Ilehomov-
ooy Tapeoxevacuévar whety, Kheimrmidns 8e

3 6 Aewviov Tpitos adrds éoTpaTiyen. éomyyédy
ndp atrols & el "Amddhwves Madevros Efw

# The word means Iiterally * public guest,” or ¢ friend.”
Under the condition of entertaining and mesisting ambrasa-
dors and sitizens of the state they represented they enjoyed
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BOOK IIIL. m. 2-mr1. 3

building walls, and constructing ships, and until
the arrival of what they needed from Pontus—
archers and grain, and whatever else they were
sending for. But the people of Tenedos, who
were at variance with them, and of Methymna,
and some of the Mytilenaeans themselves, men in
private station who were prozeni! of the Athenians,
were moved by partisanship to turn informers and
notify the Athenians that the Mytilenaeans were
attempting to bring all Lesbos into a political union
centred in Mytilene ; that all their preparations were
being hurried forward, in concert with the Lacedae-
monians and with their kinsmen the Boeotians, with
the purpose of revolting; and that unless someone
should forestall them forthwith, Lesbos would be lost
to Athens.

ITI. But the Athenians, distressed by the plague
as well as by the war, which had recently broken out
and was now at its height, thought it a serious
matter to make a new enemy of Lesbos, which had
a fleet and power unimpaired ; and so at first they
would not listen to the charges, giving greater weight
to the wish that they might not be true. When,
however, the envoys whom they sent could not per-
suade the Mytilenaeans to stop their measures for
political union and their preparations, they became
alarmed and wished to forestall them. So they sud-
denly despatched forty ships, which happened to be
ready for a cruise around the Peloponnesus, under
the command of Cleippides son of Deinias and two
others; for word had come to them that there was a

certain privileges from that state, and answered pretty nearly
to our Consuls and Ressdents, though the proxenus was always
a member of the state where he served.
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THe mwoAews éopTi, év wavdyuel Muridgvaios
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,mj Mu-rmqvaww ewrew vads t¢ mwapadoivas
xaa -rer:xq xaﬂe).ew, BY -n'sr.Bo,u.evwv 8¢ srodepetv.

4 xal ai_pév vies guxov-ro- -ras* 8¢ rédr Muring-
vaiwy Séxa Tpujpess, ai Ervyov Bonbol mapa
opds xara TH Evm.m;qmov mapoboal, Kkatéoyov
ot Aénmxwa kal TOUS avSpac ¢ ailrdv és

5 qbvhamw émovjoavre.  Tols 86 Mvn):qraww
aenp éx row Abfnppév Siafas és Edfoiav eai
we{w’} émt Dspasator e’)\ﬁ'&'w, ohrddos a’.mryopévm‘
émTuy @y, TAP: Yo dpevos xal Tpiraios ée Tav
TAbyvav & Mw;)\.‘qvm agbmopevoq dryyéder Tov

6 émimhovy. ol 8¢ obTe é Tov Maréevra efq?\ﬁay
rd Te e Téw -raxwv kal Aipévwr mwepl Ta
?ma'relea"ra $a Fdusvoe eq')v)\aa‘a'ov.

IV, Kai of Aénmwa ol moAD vor'repov xara-
wheuaar’res‘ WS ewpmv, wrrnryfyez?\,av ,u,e:: ot arpa-
Tyol Td émeaTaluéva, ol égaxovovray 8 Ty

2 Mvn?\qvmwv és woheuor xabioravro. u-rra;pa»
arevor 8¢ of Mvn).fr;rmm xai éEaidvms avaryra-
rf&ev'res‘ wo).e,u.ew Eemhovy ,uev Tiva e'?rouia'awo
ThY pedy wc éml vavpayiey oM-yop -.-rpo Tob
Mudvos, Emecta  waraduwoyfévres  imo  Tdv
"Arriedv  vedv Aoyove Abn wpoa*eqbepov 'roi.'s‘
arparyyois, Boulape&oa rés vabs 1o -rrapav'rma,
ei diwairto, ouohoyiq Twl émieikel dmoméunya-

3 cfar. xai of crparyyel THV Adnvaiwy dmedé-

Pie Apolle, ﬁod of Malea, the place north of the city
{cf. ch. iv. 5), where Apolio had a tomple.
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BOOK NI m, z-v. 3

festival of Apolle Maloeis ! outside Mytilene at which
the whole populace kept holiday, and that they
might hope to take them by surprise if they should
make haste. And if the attempt succeeded, well
and good; but if not, the generals were to order the
Mytilenaeans to deliver up their ships and pull down
their walls, and if they disobeyed, to go to war. Seo
the ships set off; and as there happened to be at
Athens at the time ten Mytilenacan triremes serving
as guxiliaries in accordance with the terms of their
alliance, the Athenians detained them, placing their
crews in custody. But the Mytilenaeans got word of
the expedition through a man who crossed over from
Athens to Fuboea, went thence by land to Geraestus,
and, chancing there upon a merchantman that was
putting to ses, took ship and on the third day after
leaving Athens reached Mytilene. The Mytilenaeans,
accordingly, not only did not go out to the temple of
Apolle Maloeis, but barricaded the half-finished
portions of the walls and harbours and kept guard.?
1IV. When not long afterwards the Athenians
arrived and saw the state of affairs, their generals
delivered their orders, and then, as the Mytilenacans
did not hearken to them, began hostilities. But the
Mytilenaeans, being unprepared for war and foreed
to enter upon it without warning, merely sailed outa
short distance beyond their harbour, as though
offering battle ; then, when they had been chased to
shore by the Athenian ships, they made overtures to
the generals, wishing, if possible, to secure some sort
of reasonable terms and thus to get rid of the fleet
for the present. The Athenian commanders accepted
* Or, with Kriiger, * but also gusrded the other points

after throwing berricades around the half-finished portions
of the walls and harbours.”
?
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BOOK III. 1v. 3-v. 4

their proposals, being themselves afraid that they were
not strong enough to make war against all Lesbos.
So the Mytilenaeans, having concluded an armistice,
sent envoys to Athens, among whom was one of the
informers who was by now repentant, in the hope
that they might persuade them to recall their fleet,
on the understanding that they themselves would
not start a revolution. Meanwhile they also sent
envoys to Lacedaemon in a trireme, which eluded
the Athenian fleet lying at anchor at Malea north of
the town; for they had no confidence in the success
of their negotiations with the Athenians. These
envoys, arriving at Lacedaemon after a hard voyage
through the open sea, began negotiating for some aid
for their countrymen.

V. But when the envoys to Athens returned with-
out having accomplished anything, the people of
Mytilene and the rest of Lesbos, except Methymna,
began war; the Methymnaeans, however, supported
the Athenians, as did also the Imbrians, Lemnians,
and a few of the other allies. The Mytilenaeans made
a sortie in full force against the camp of the Athe-
nians, and a battle occurred in which the Mytile-
naeans had the advantage ; nevertheless they did not
have enough confidence in themselves to bivouack on
the field, but withdrew. From this time on they kept
quiet, being unwilling to risk an engagement with-
out reinforcements from Peloponnesus and elsewhere.
Such reinforcements they expected, for there had
come to them Meleas a Laconian and Hermaeondas
a Theban, who had been sent out before the revolt,
but being unable to arrive before the Athenian
expedition, had sailed in secretly after the battle in
a trireme, and now advised them to send a second

9
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BOOK IIIL v. 4-vi. 5

trireme and some envoys to accompany them. And
this the Mytilenaeans did. VI. Meanwhile the Athe-
nians, much encouraged by the inactivity of the My-
tilenaeans, summoned their allies, who put in an
appearance the more quickly as they saw that no ener-
getic measures were being taken by the Leshians.
They also placed their ships at anchor round the
southern part of the town, and established a block-
ade against both harbours. Thus they excluded the
Mytilenaeans from the use of the sea; but as for the
land, the Mytilenaeans and the other Lesbians, who
had now come to their aid, dominated all the island,
except the small strip held by the Athenians in the
neighbourhood of their camps, and it was Malea
rather than their camps that they used as a station
for boats and supplies. Such was the course of the
war at Mytilene.

VII. About the same time during this summer
the Athenians sent also on a cruise round the Pelo-
ponnesus thirty ships with Asopius son of Phormio
as commander ; for the Acarnanians had requested
them to send them as commander either a son or
some other kinsman of Phormio’s. And the ships as
they sailed past ravaged the coast of Laconia. After-
wards Asopius sent most of the ships back home,
but had twelve with him when he'reached Naupactus.
Then later, having called out all the forces of the
Acarnanians, he made an expedition against Oenia-
dae, sailing with the ships up the Achelous, while his
army on land ravaged the country. As, however, the
inhabitants would not come over to him, he dismissed

II
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BOOK IiL vi. g-x. 2

his army, but himself sailed to Leucas and made a
descent upon Nerieus. On his way back from
Nericus he and part of his army were slain by the
people of that place, who rallied to its defence, and
by a few guards}® The Athenians first stood out to
sea and then later recovered their dead from the
{.eucadians under a truee.

VI, Meanwhile the Mytilenaean envoys whe
had been sent on the first ship, having been told by
the lLacedsemonians to present themselves at Olym-
pia, in order that the other members of the alliance
also might hear them and take counsel, came to
Olympia. It was the Olympiad in which Dorieus? the
Rhodian won his second victory. After the festival
the Peloponnesians met in council, and the envoys
spoke as follows :

IX, “We are not unaware, men of Lacedaemon
and members of the alliance, of the traditional feeling
of the Hellenes towards men who revolt in time of
war and abandon their former alliance: those who
accept them as allies are indeed pleased with them
in so far as they derive advantage, but they regard
them as traitors to their former friends and therefore
think the worse of them. And this estimate is not
unjust, provided that those who revolt and those
from whom they secede held the same political views
and were actuated by the same feeling of good will
toward one another, and were evenly matched in
preparation for war and in power, and provided also

other conteats (Paua, vi, vil 4}, He fought in the Decelean
war on the Spartan side (vin. xxxv, I Xen. Hell. 1. 1. 2),
aml wae capiured by the Athenianas, but or account of his
fame 88 an athlete wes released withous ransom {Xen, Hell,
1. v. 19 Paus. vi. vii. 4, 5).
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BOOK IilL ix, 2-x. 6

that there were no reasonable excuse for their revolt.
But these conditions did not obtain between us and
the Athenians; therefore, let no one think the worse
of us on the ground that we were honoured by them
in time of peace and now revolt from them in time
of danger,

X. *We will first discuss the guestion of justice
and rectitude, especially as we are seeking an alliance,
for we know that neither does friendship between
men prove lasting, nor does a league between states
come to aught, unless they comport themselves with
transparent honesty of purpose towards one another
and in general are of like character and way of
thinking ; for differences in men’s actions arise from
the diversity of their convictions.

“ Now lbetween us and the Athenians an alliance
was first made when you withdrew from the Persian
war but they remained to finish the work. We be-
came allies, however, not to the Athenians for the
enslavement of the Hellenes, but to the Helienes
for their emancipation from the Persians. And as
long as they mainiained their hegemony on terms
of equality we heartily followed their lead; but
when we saw them relaxing their hostility to the
Persians and eager for the enslavement of the allies,
we were no longer withont alarm.  And the aliies,
being unable, on account of the number of those
who had votes, to unite for self-defence, were all
enslaved except ourselves and the Chiang; while we
shared their campaigns as presumably “independent ™
and enjoying at least the name of freedom. And
we could no longer regard the Athenians as trust-
worthy leaders, taking as warmning examples the
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events of the past; for it was not likely that they,
sfter subjugating those with whom they had entered
into treaty relations together with uws, would not do
the same to those who were left, if ever they shouid
possibly have the power.

X1 ¢ Again if we had all remained independent
we should have had beiter assurance that they would
make no violent change in our status; having,
however, the majority under their hands, while
still associating with us on an equal footing, they
would natyrally find it more irksome that our state
alone still maintained its equality as compared with
the majority that had slresdy yiclded, especially
since they were becoming more powerful in prepor-
tion ag we became more isolated, Indeed it is only
the fear that arises from equality of power that con-
stitutes a firm basis for an alliance ; for he that would
transgress is deterred by the feeling that he has no
superiority wherewith to make an attack, And we
were left independent for no other reason than be-
cause they clearly saw that with a view to empire
they mast get control of affairs by fair.seeming words
and by sttacks of policy rather than of force. For, on
the one hand, they had as evidence in their favour
that surely those who have an equal voice with them-
selves would never have taken part in their campaigns
had not those whom they attacked been guilty of
some wrong; and on the other hand, they alse
brought the united strength of the strongest states
against the less powerful first, and leaving the
former to the last they counted upon finding them
weaker when ail the rest had been removed from
sround them. But if they had begun with us, while
the whole body of allies were not only still strong in

L)
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BOOK III. x1. 3-xm. 3

their own strength, but also had a leader to rally to,
they would not have got the mastery so easily. Be-
sides, our navy caused them some fear, lest it should
some day be augmented by being united either with
yours or another’s and thus become a menace to
themselves. To some extent also we owe our sal-
vation to the court we paid to the Athenian people
and to the political leaders of the day. But we
could not have expected to be able to survive for
long, if we may judge by their conduct toward the
other allies, unless this war had broken out.

XII. “Was this then a friendship or a freedom to
put faith in, where we violated our real feelings
whenever we treated each other as friends? They
courted us in time of war only because they were
afraid of us, while we acted in the same manner toward
them in time of peace; and good faith, which in
most cases is made steadfast by good will, was in our
case made secure by fear, and it was fear rather than
friendship that held us both to the alliance; and
whichever of us should soonest gain boldness through
a feeling of security was bound to be the first to
commit some act of transgression also. If, therefore,
anyone thinks that, just because they postponed
the measures we dread, we do wrong in revolting
first, without having waited on our side until we
were quite sure that any of our suspicions would
come true, he is in error. For if we were in a
position to meet their plotting by counter-measures
on equal terms with them, it was indeed incumbent
upon us on our part to postpone likewise our offensive
against them; but since the power of attack is
always in their hands, the right of acting betimes in
our own defence must necessarily be in ours.

19
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XIII. “ Such were the motives and reasons, Lace-
daemonians and allies, which led us to revolt, and
they are clear enough to convince all who hear them
that we had good grounds for our action, and cogent
enough to alarm us and impel us to seek some means
of safety. This we long ago wished to do while you
were still at peace, when we sent envoys to you
suggesting that we should revolt, but were pre-
vented from doing so because you would not re-
ceive us. But now, when the Boeotians invited !
us we responded promptly. It was our intention
to make at once a double withdrawal—from the
Hellenes? and thus aid in liberating them instead
of joining the Athenians to do them wrong; and
from the Athenians, and thus destroy them first in-
stead of being ourselves destroyed by them after-
wards. Our revolt, however, has been made pre-
maturely and without preparation; wherefore it is
the more incumbent upon you to receive us as allies
and quickly send us aid, in order that all men may
see that you protect those whom you ought to
protect and at the same time harm your enemies.
And it is an opportunity such as never has been
before. For the Athenians have been ruined by
pestilence as well as by heavy expenses. Part of
their fleet is cruising about your coasts, part is
arrayed against us; so that it is not likely that they
have any ships to spare if you attack them this
coming summer a second time, by sea as well as by
land ; but they will either not resist you when you
sail against them, or else they will have to withdraw
their fleets both from our waters ard from yours.
And let no one think that he will be incurring a risk

2 i.e. from the Delian Confederacy.

3 ¢f. ch. vii. 2.
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of his own for the country of another. For though
Lesbos seems to him to be a long way off, the help
she will bring him will be close at hand, For the war
will not be in Attica! as some think, but in those
countries from which Athens derives ite support.
The revenues of Athens come from her allies, and
they will be still greater if they shall subdue us: for
for not only will no one else revolt, but our resources
will be added to hers, and we should be treated with
greater rigour? than those whe have long been slaves.
But if you give us your hearty support, you will add
to your league a state that has a large navy, a thing
of which you still stand miost in need, and you will
find it easier to overthrow the Atbenians by gradualiy
drawing their allies away from tbem—for every one
will be emboldened to come over to your side—and
you will free yourselves of the reproach under which
yon have heretofore laboured, of refusmg?® to aid
those who revolt from the Athenians. But if you
openly play the part of liberators, the more certain
will be your victory in the war,

X1V, “Reverencing, then, not only the hopes
which the Hellenes place in you, but also that Olym-
pian Zeus in whose temple we are evep as suppliants,
succour the Mytilenaeans by entering on this alliance ;
and do not abandon us when we are hazarding our
lives in & risk all our own, but shall bring to all a
general benefit if we succeed—and a still more
general injury if through your refusal we shall fail.
Prove yourselves, therefore, men such as the Hellenes
aceount you and our fears would have you be.”

* {.e the war will not be decided in Attica.
¥ Fapecially as regards the tribute which would be exacted.
Pef1 Izix 1, B § of an vith 4
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XV. Thus spoke the Mytilenaeans. The Lacedae-
monians and their allies, after they had heard them,
accepted their proposals, and received the Lesbians as
allies. Those allics who were there present were
directed to assemble with all speed at the Isthmus
with two-thirds ! of their forces for the purpose of
making the proposed invasion of Attica; and the
Lacedaemonians themselves arrived first and pro-
ceeded to constrnct on the Isthmus banling-machines
with which to transfer the ships from Corinth to the
sea on the Athenian side, in order to attack Athens
botlr by sea and by land. They set to work zealously
at these things, but the rest of the allies collected
slowly, since they were busy gathering in their
‘harvest and were in no mood for campaigning.

XVI Meanwhile the Athenians, perceiving that
the enemy, in making their preparations, were acting
upon a conviction of their own weakness, and wishing
to show that they were mistaken in their judgment,
and that without moving the fleet at Lesbos they could
easily ward off the new force coming from the Pelo-
ponnesus, manned one hundred ships, the citizens,?
—except the knighis and the highest class—em-
barking as well as the resident aliens. Then putting
out to sea they displayed their strength along the
coast of the Isthmus and made descents upon the
Peloponnesus wherever they pleased. As for the
Lacedaemonians, when they saw how greatly they
hed misealeulated, they concluded that the reports
of the lesbians® were untrue, and regarding the

times members of the three ug)per claeses, whose regular
duty was hoplite service, might be pressed into service in the
fleet {virr. xxiv. 2).

¥ ¢f. oh. xiii. &, 4.
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expedition as impracticable, since their allies had not
yet arrived, and, besides, word had come to them that
the thirty! ships which were cruising around the
Peloponnese were ravaging their own country dis-
tricts, they went back home. Later,? however, they
prepared a fleet which was to be dispatched to
Lesbos and sent orders to the allied states for forty
ships, appointing Alcidas who was to sail as admiral
of this fleet. And when the Athenians saw that
the enemy had withdrawn, they also returned home
with their hundred ships.

XVII. At the time when these ships were at sea
about the largest number the Athenians ever had
at once were on active service, though there were as
many or even more at the beginning of the war.
For one hundred ships were guarding Attica, Euboea
and Salamis, and another hundred were cruising off
the Peloponnesus, besides those at Potidaea and in
other places, so that the number in service at the
same time in a single summer was all told two hun-
dred and fifty. It was this effort, together with
Potidaea, that chiefly exhausted their resources of
money. For in the siege of Potidaea the hoplite
received a wage of two drachmas a day, one for him-
self and one for his attendant; and there were at
first three thousand of these, and the number was
not less than this throughout the siege, besides six-
teen hundred who came with Phormio, but went
away before the siege was over; and the sailors
on the ships all drew the same pay as the soldiers,

1 ¢f. ch. vii. 1. 2 ¢f. ch. xxv. 1; xxvi. 1.
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BOOE IIE xvi. 3-xix. 1

It was in this way, then, that their money was ex-
hausted at first, and this was the largest number of
ships manned by them.

XVII. While the Lacedaemonians were at the
Isthmus, the Mytilenaeans and their auxiliaries?
marched with their army against Methymna, which
they supposed was being betrayed into their hands;
and they assaulted the city, but when their attempt
did not suecceed as they had expected, they went off
to Antissa, Pyrrha and Hresus, and after establishing
their interests in these cities on a firmer basis and
strengthening the walls, went bome in haste. As
soon, however, as they had withdrawn, the Methym-
naeans in their turn made an expedition against
Antissa; but a sortie was made by the inhabitants of
Antissa and the auxiliary troops in which the Methym-
naeans were defeated and many of them slain,
wherenpon the rest withdrew in haste. Now when
the Athenians learned that the Mytilenacans were
masters of the country and that their own soldiers
were not numerous enough to keep them within
their walls, about the beginning of autumn they
sent Paches son of Epieurus in cormmand of & thou-
sand Athenian hoplites, who also served as rowers?
When they arrived at Mytilene, they encircled it
with a single wall, in which forts were built at a
number of strong positions. Mytilene was thus at
last completely cut off both by ses and land just as
the winter set in.

XIX. Now the Athenians, finding themselves in
need of additional funds for the siege, having then

! ¥oreign mercenaries ; ¢f. ch. il 2.
¥ The fact of hoplites serving at the cars--evidently for
. 1 A

economical reasons {¢f. ch. xix. 1}—ian especially emy
of. 1L 2. 4; V1, xei. 4.
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BOOX 1II. xix. 1-x%. 3

for the first time resorted to a property tax' upon
themselves to the amount of two hundred talents,
also sent to the ailies twelve ships under the com-
mand of Lysicles and four others, to coliect money
from them. He cruised about and collected money
at various places; but on his way inland from Myus
in Caria through the plain of the Meander, after he
had reached the hill of Sandius, he was attacked by
the Carians and the Anacitans and slain, together
with many of his army.

XX. During the same winter the Plataeans, who
were still? being besieged by the Peloponnesians and
the Boeotians, began to be distressed by failure of
their supply of food, and since there was no hope of
aid from Athens nor any other means of safety in
sight, they and the Athenians who were besieged
with them planned to leave the city and climb over
the enemy’s walls, in the hope that they might be
able to force a passage. The attempt was suggested
to them by Theaenetus son of Tolmides, a soothsayer,
and Bupompidas sen of Daimachus, who was one of
the generals. At first all were to take part, but
afterwards half of them somehow lost heart, thinking
the risk too great, and only about two hundred and
twenty voluntarily persisted in making the sortie,
which was carried out in the following way., They
made ladders equal in height to the enemy’s wall,
getting the measure by counting the layers of brieks
at a point where the enemy’s wall on the side facing
Plataea happened not to have been whitewashed.
Many counted the Iayers at the same time, and while

1 The drgopd was an exirzordinary fax levied only in war
time. See Boeckh, Public Heonomy, p. 812
% For previous dlecusaion of this siege, see o, Ixxi, ~lxxviil.
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BOOK IHI xx. 3-xxu

some were sure to make a mistake, the majority were
likely to hit the true count, especiaily since they
counted time and again, and, hesides, were at no great
distance, and the part of the wall they wished to see
was easily visible. The measurement of the ladders,
then, they got at in this way, reckoning the measure
from the thickness of the bricks, .

XXI. The wall of the Peloponnesians was bailt in
the following fashion. It had two encircling lines,
the inner looking towards Plataea, the outer to guard
against attack from the direction of Athens, and the
two circuits were distant about sixteen feet from one
another. This interval of sixteen feet had in huilding
been divided vp inte rooms assigned to the guards;
and the whole structure was continuous,! so as to
appear to be a single thick wall furnished with battle-
ments on both sides, And at every tenth battlement
there were high towers of the same width as the wall,
extending both to the inner and outer faces of it, so
that there was no passage left at the sides of the
towers, but the guards had to go through the middle
of them, Now at night when the weather was rainy
the guards left the battlements and kept watch from
the towers, which were not far apart and were
roofed overhead. Such, then, wasthe wall by which
the Plataeans were beleaguered,

XXII. After the Platacans bhad finished their
preparations, they waited for a night that was stormy
with rain and wind and at the same time moonless,
and then went forth. They were led by the men

1 ie. the two weplBore: were joined together by 8 roof,
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BOOK HIL xxn, 1-j3

who were the authors of the enterprise. First they
crossed the ditch which surrounded the town, then
reached the foot of the enemy’s wall unobserved by
the guards, who in the all-pervading darkness could
not see ahead and could not hear because the clatter
of the wind drowned the noise of their approach;
and, besides, they kept a good distance apart as they
advanced, in order that their arms might not rattle
against each other and canse detection. And they
were not only lightly armed but also had only the
left foot sandalled, for security against slipping in the
mud. So they came up to the battlements at a space
between two fowers, knowing that the battlements
were deserted.  First came the men with the ladders,
who set them against the wall; next came iwelve
light-armed men, with dagger and cerslet only, whoe
mounted the ladders. These were led by Ammeas son
of Coroebus, who was the first to ascend, and after
him his followers ascended, six men poing against
each of the adjoining towers. Next after these came
other light troops armed with short spears, their
shields being borne by another group which followed,
that the former might advance more easily; and
their shields were to be handed them when they were
close to the enemy. Now when several had got up,
the sentinels on the towers became aware of their
presence; for one of the Plataeans in laying hold of
the battlements threw down a tile, which fell witlr a
thud. And immediately there was an ontcry, and
the garrison rushed te the wall; for they did not
know what the danger was, as the night was dark
and stormy, and at the same time the Plataeans who
had been left behind in the town went out and
attacked the wall of the Peloponnesians on the side
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BOOK III. xxi1. §~xxu. 2

opposite that over which their men were climbing,
to distract attention from them as far as possible. Now
the sentinels remained at their posts, though in a
state of excitement, no one daring to leave his station
and lend aid, but all being at a loss to conjecture
what was goingon. Furthermore, the three hundred,
who had been appointed to bring aid wherever it was
needed, proceeded outside of the wall in the direction
of the outery, and beacon fires indicating danger
from the enemy were flashed towards Thebes. But the
Plataeans in the town at the same time raised from
their wall many beacons, which had been prepared
beforehand for this very purpose, that the enemy’s
beacon signals might be rendered unintelligible and
that the Thebans, thinking that the situation was
different from what it really was, might defer bring-
ing aid until the Plataeans who were leaving should
have made good their escape and reached safety.
XXIII. Meanwhile, when the foremost of the
Plataeans who were scaling the walls had mounted,
slain the guards, and got possession of thetwo towers,
they themselves took position inside the towers and
guarded the passageways, that no one might come
through these against them. Then from the top of
the wall they placed ladders against the towers,
got up a number of men, and kept all assailants
away from the towers, shooting at them from below
and above.! Meanwhile the others, the main body,
had put up a large number of ladders and thrown
down the battlements, and were climbing over
through the space between the towers. And as each
one got over he halted on the edge of the ditch ; and

1 4.e. from the tops of the towers and from the wall at
their base.
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BOOK I1I. xxm1. 2-xxiv. 2

from there they shot arrows and hurled javelins at
any enemy who tried to approach along the wall and
interfere with their crossing. And when all these had
reached the other side, the men who had held the
towers, the last of whom descended with difficulty,
advanced toward the ditch ; and at the same time the
three hundred bore down upon them, carrying
torches. Now the Plataeans, as they stood on the
edge of the ditch, saw them better out of the dark-
ness, and kept launching arrows and javelins at their
uncovered sides, while they themselves, being in the
shadow, were rendered less visible by the enemy’s
torches. Consequently even the last of the Plataeans
got safelyacross the ditch, though only with difficulty
and after a hard struggle; for in the ditch ice had
formed that was not firm enough to walk on but
mushy, such as is formed when the wind is east
instead of north ; and since the night, the wind being
from that quarter, was somewhat snowy, the water in
the ditch had become so deep that they could
scarcely keep their heads above it as they crossed.
It was, however, chiefly the violence of the storm
that enabled them to escape at all.

XXIV. Starting from the ditch, the Plataeans
advanced in a body along the road toward Thebes,
having on their right the shrine of the hero Andro-
crates; for they thought that no one would ever suspect
them of having taken this road, which led towards
their enemies; besides, they saw the Peloponnesians,
torches in hand, taking in pursuit the road toward
Cithaeron and Dryoscephalae, which is the road to
Athens. And for six or seven stadia the Plataeans
proceeded on the road toward Thebes, then turned
and followed that leading towards Erythrae and
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BOOK III. xxiv, 2-xxvI. 1

Hysiae, and reaching the mountains escaped to
Athens. They were only two hundred and twelve
men out of a larger number; for some had turned
back to the town without trying to climb the wall,
and one man, an archer, had been taken at the outer
ditch. The Peloponnesians, then, desisted from the
pursuit and returned to their post. But the Plataeans
in the town, knowing nothing of what had really
happened, but informed by those who had turned
back that no one survived, sent a herald at daybreak
and asked for a truce that they might take up their
dead ; on learning the truth however, they desisted.
So these Plataeans got over the wall in the manner
described and reached safety.!

XXV. Toward the close of the same winter, Salae-
thus the Lacedaemonian was sent in a trireme from
Lacedaemon to Mytilene. Landing at Pyrrha and
proceeding thence on foot, he followed the bed of a
ravine, where the circuit-wall could be crossed, and
came undetected into Mytilene. He told the magis-
trates that there would be an invasion of Attica
and that simultaneously the forty ships? which were
to come to their aid would arrive, adding that he
himself had been sent ahead to make these announce-
ments and also to take charge of matters in general.
Accordingly the Mytilenaeans were encouraged and
were less inclined than ever to make terms with the
Athenians. So this winter ended, and with it the
fourth year of this war of which Thucydides wrote
the history.

XXVI. During the following summer the Pelopon-
nesians first despatched the forty ships which they

! For the fate of the city and of the Plataeans who re-
mained in it, see chs. lii,~lxviii.
2 ¢f. ch. xvi. 3.
41
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BOOK HI. xsvi p-xxvi. z

had promised to Mytilene, appointing in command of
them Aleidas, who was the Lacedaemonian admirsl,
and then invaded Attica, themselves and their allies,
in order that the Athenians, threatened on both sea
and land, might be deterred from sending a force to
attack the fleet that was on its way to Mytilene,
The leader of this invasion was Cleomenes, regent for
his nephew Pausanias son of Pleistoanax, who was
king but still a minor. And they ravaged the parts
of Attica that had been laid waste before, wherever
any new growth had sprung up, as well as those that
had been left untouched in the former invasions
And this invasion proved more grievous to the
Athenians than any except the second;! for the
enemy, who were momentarily expecting to hear
from FLesbos of some achievement of their fieet,
which they supposed had already got across, went
on and on, ravaging most of the ecountry, But when
they found that nothing turned out as they ex-
pected and their food was exhansted, they withdrew
and dispersed to their several cities.?

- XXVH., Meanwhile the Mytilenaeans, seeing that
the fleet had not arrived from the Peloponnesus but
was loitering on the way, and that their food was
exhausted, were compelled to make terms with the
Athenians by the following cirenmstanees, Salaethus,
who himself no longer expected the fleet to come,
equipped the commons with heavy armour,?® instead
of their former light arms, intending to attack the

and then, after hearing of the sucoess of the fleet at Lesbos,
to withdraw, But they were kept in Attica longer than they
had intended by the defny on the part of the feet.

* With shield and spears and breast-plate. The light.
am‘;zd troops wore ne defensive armour and csrried apear
or how,
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Athenians; but the commons, as soon as they
had got arms, would no longer obey their com-
manders, but gathered in groups and ordered the
aristocrats to bring out whatever food there was and
distribute it to all; otherwise, they said, they would
come to terms with the Athenians independently and
deliver up the city. XXVIIl. Thereupon the men in
authority, realizing that they could not prevent this
and that they would be in peril if excluded from the
capitulation, joined the commons in making an agree-

ent with Paches and his army. The conditions
were that the Athenian state should have the power
to decide as they pleased about the fate of the My-
tileneans and that the besieging army should be
admitted into the city; but it was conceded that
the Mytilenaeans might send an embassy to Athens
to treat for terms, Paches, meanwhile, until the return
of the embassy, agreeing not to imprison or enslave
or put to deathany Mytilenaean. Such was the agree-
ment. But those of the Mytilenaeans who had been
most involved in the intrigue with the Lacedae-
monians were in great terror when the army entered
the town, and could not keep quiet, but notwith-
standing the agreement took refuge at the altars,
Paches, however, induced them to leave the altars,
promising to do them no injury, and placed them for
safe keeping in Tenedos until the Athenians should
reach a decision. He also sent triremes to Antissa
and took possession of it, and made such other dis-
positions with reference to the army as seemed best
to him.

XXIX. Meanwhile the Peloponnesians in the
forty ships, who ought to have arrived speedily at
Mytilene, wasted time on their voyage round the
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Peloponnesus and on the rest of the way proceeded
leisurely. They were unobserved by the Athenian
home fleet until they reached Delos; but when after
leaving Delos they touched at learos and Myconos
they received the first tidings that Mytilene had been
taken, Wishing however to know the exact situation
they sailed to Bmbatum in Erythraea; and it was
about seven days after the capture of Mytilene that
they eame to Embatum. Now that they had learned
the truth, they took counsel in view of the present
emergency, and Teutiaphus, an Elean, spoke to them
as follows:

XXX. ““Alcidas, and you who, like myself, are
resent here as commanders of the Peloponnesian
orees, it seems to me that we should sail to Mytilene

before our approsch becomes known, without a
moment's delay. For in all probability we shall find
that men who have but lately come into possession
of a city are very much off their guard, At sea,
indeed, they will be altogether so, where they have
no expectation of any possible hostile attack and
our réle is chiefly to act on the defensive;? and on
land also their forces are probably scattered among
the houses all the more carelessly because they be-
lieve that they are victors. [If, then, we should fal)
upon them suddenly and at night, I believe that,
in coneert with our supporters inside, if any are left,
we should find ourselves masters of the situation,
And let us not shrink from the danger, remembering
that the element of surprise in warfare i3 precisely
of this nature? And if a general guards against
such surprises in his own case, and, whenever he

¥} Ox, ** while on our side if is just here that onr strenglh
HEDR * d.e. dangerous.
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BOOK [T, xxy. g-xxx1m 1

sees an opportunity to employ them in the case of
the enemy, makes the attempt, he will win the
eatest suecess.”

XXXi. Thus he spoke, but could not win Alecidas
to his plan. Then some others, exiles from lonia,
amd the Lesbians! who were with the fleet, advised
him, sinee he feared the risk of this enterprise, to
seize one of the cities in Jonia, or Cyme in Aecolia, in
order that they might have a city as their base and
bring lonia to revelt {and that there was a prospect
of success, seeing that everyone weleomed his coming)
and might thus steal from the Athenians this the
greatest source of their revenue, and at the same
time the Athenians might be put to expense, in case
they should attempt to blockade their bave. They
thought, moreover, that they could persuade Pis.
suthnes to join them in the war. Alcidas, however,
would not accept these propossls, either, but his
chief concern, now that he was too late for Mytilene,
was te get back to Peloponneses as gquickly as
possible.

XXXIIL So he set sail from Embatum and skirted
the coast; and putiing in at Myonnesus in the
country of the Teians he butchered most of the
eaptives whom he had taken on the voyage. Then

3 Tho zpéefes of chs, iv., v,

withont altering the essential meaning of the sentepcs—but
obviatea the necessity of makiog ylyrgrar dependent on Srws,
which is too far off and separated from it by too many
subordinate clanses. If #r dpéhwou be retained, with most
editors, the semse would be: *“and if they could steal
from the Athenians this the greatest source of their
rovenne, these might also at the same time, in case they
shonld Dlockade them [the Pelopomnesians], be put fo
expense.”
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BOOK III. xxxi1, 1—Xxxxir. 2

he anchored at Ephesus, where he was visited by
envoys of the Samians who were settled at Anaea,!
who said that it was an ill way he had of freeing
Hellas, to destroy men who were not lifting their
hands against him and were not enemies, but were
merely allies of the Athenians under compulsion ;
and unless he abandoned this course he would win
few enemies over into friendship and would turn
far more friends into enemies. Alcidas was per-
suaded, and set free all the Chians whom he still
held and some of the others. It should be ex-
plained that the people of the coast,2 when they
saw the Peloponnesian ships, made no attempt to flee,
but came near, supposing that they were Athenian
ships; and they had not the slightest expectation
that while the Athenians dominated the sea the
Peloponnesian fleet would ever venture over to Ionia.

XXXIII. From Ephesus Alcidas sailed in haste
and took to flight; for while still at anchor near
Clarus3 he had been sighted by the Salaminia and
Paralus, which happened to be on a voyage from
Athens, and in fear of pursuit he sailed through the
open sea, determined that he would not, unless
obliged to do so, put into land anywhere except in
the Peloponnesus. Reports of him had been brought
from Erythraea to Paches and the Athenians, and
now kept coming from all quarters. For since Ionia
was unfortified, a great alarm arose everywhere lest

2 j.c. the Greeks of whom Alcidas had taken so many
prisoners.

8 i.e. while on his way from Embatum to Ephesus.

4 The two swift Athenian state triremes kept always
manned ready for extraordinary service. Alcidas knew that
these two boats would notify the main Athenian fleet under

Paches of his whereabouts, and that Paches would make
pursuit.
5K
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BOOK III. xxxmr. 2-Xxxiv. 2

the Peloponnesians, while following the coast—even
if, under the circumstances,! they had no intention of
remaining—might in passing fall upon their cities
and plunder them. And finally the Paralus and the
Salaminia brought the news that they had them-
selves seen him at Clarus. So Paches eagerly under-
took the pursuit ; and he followed him as far as the
island of Patmos, but when it was clear that Alcidas
could no longer be overtaken he turned back again.
And since he had not come up with the Pelopon-
nesian fleet in the open sea, he considered it a piece
of good fortune that they had not been overtaken in
some port and compelled to set up a camp there,
thus giving the Athenian fleet the trouble of watch-
ing and blockading them.?

XXXIV. On the way back as he sailed along the
coast he put in at Notium, the port of the Colopho-
nians, where the Colophonians had settled when the
upper town had been taken by Itamenes and the
barbarians,® who had been called in on account of
party discord by one of the factions. And this place
had been taken about the time when the second
Peloponnesian invasion of Attica was made. Now
those who had fled for refuge to Notium and
settled there again fell into sedition. One party
called in mercenaries, both Arcadian and barbarian,
whom they had obtained from Pissuthnes, and kept
them in a space walled off from the rest of the city,
and the Colophonians from the upper town who
were in sympathy with the Persians joined them
there and were admitted to citizenship; the other
party had secretly made their escape, and, being

3 j.e. the Persians. Itamenes is otherwise unknown.
¢ In the spring of 430 B.c.
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now in exile, called in Paches. And he summoned
Hippias, the commander of the Arcadians in the
fortified quarter, to a conference, on condition that if
his proposals were unsatisfactory he would restore
him safe and sound to the fortress. But when
Hippias came out to him, he kept him under guard
but unfettered while he himself made a sudden and
unexpected attack upon the fortress, captured it, and
put to death all the Arcadians and barbarians that
were in it. As for Hippias, he afterward took him
into the fortress just as he had agreed to do, and as
soon as he was inside seized him and shot him down.
He then delivered Notium to the Colophonians,
excepting, however, the Persian sympathizers. The
Athenians afterwards sent a commission and re-
colonized Notium, giving it their own institutions,
after they had first brought together all the Colo-
phonians from cities where any of them were to be
found.

XXXV. After returning to Mytilene Paches re-
duced Pyrrha and Eresus, and having caught Salae-
thus the Lacedaemonian in hiding in the town sent
him off to Athens, as also the Mytilenaean men whom
he had placed for safe-keeping in Tenedos, and any
others who seemed to him to blame for the revolt.
He also sent back most of his army; with the rest
he remained, and proceeded to settle the affairs of

Mytilene and of Lesbos in general as seemed best

to him.

XXXVI. When Salaethus and the others arrived
at Athens, the Athenians at once put Salaethus to
death, although he offered among other things to
induce the Peloponnesians to abandon Plataea, which
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was still under siege ; as to the others they held a
debate, and under the impulse of anger finally deter-
mined to put to death, not only the Mytilenaeans who
were there in Athens, but also all who were of adult
age, and to enslave their women and children. The
general charge which they brought against them was
that they had made this revolt in spite of the fact that
they were not held in subjection like the other allies;
and what contributed not least to their fury was that
the Peloponnesian fleet had dared to venture over to
Ionia to their support ; for from this they thought
the revolt had been made after long deliberation.
Accordingly they sent a trireme to Paches to an-
nounce what had been determined upon, and bidding
him to despatch the Mytilenaeans with all haste; but
on the very next day a feeling of repentance came
over them and they began to reflect that the design
which they had formed was cruel and monstrous, to
destroy a whole city instead of merely those who
were guilty. And when this became known to the
Mytilenaean! envoys who were present and their
Athenian supporters, they induced those in authority
to bring the question before the people again; and
they found less difficulty in persuading them because
it was evident to them also that the greater part of
the citizens wished that another opportunity should
be given them to consider the matter. A meeting
of the assembly was held immediately, at which
various opinions were expressed by the several
speakers. One of these was Cleon son of Cleaenetus,
who had been successful in carrying the earlier
motion to put the Mytilenaeans to death. He was
not only the most violent of the citizens, but at that

! of. ch. xxviii, 1.
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time had by far the greatest influence with the
people. He now came forward a second time and
spoke as follows :

XXXVIIL “On many other occasions in the past
I have realized that a democracy is incompetent to
govern others, but more than ever to-day, when I
observe your change of heart concerning the My-
tilenaeans. The fact is that, because your daily life
is unaffected by fear and intrigue in your relations to
each other,! you have the same attitude towards
your allies also, and you forget that whenever you
are led into error by their representations or yield
out of pity, your weakness involves you in danger
and does not win the gratitude of your allies. For
you do not reflect that the empire you hold is a
despotism? imposed upon subjects who, for their
part, do intrigue against you and submit to your rule
against their will, who render obedience, not because
of any kindnesses you may do them to your own
hurt, but because of such superiority as you may have
established by reason of your strength rather than of
their goodwill. But quite the most alarming thing
is, if nothing we have resolved upon shall be settled
once for all, and if we shall refuse to recognize that
a state which has inferior laws that are inviolable
is stronger than one whose laws are good but with-
out authority; that ignorance combined with self-
restraint is more serviceable than cleverness combined
with recklessness; and that simpler people for the
most part make better citizens than the more
shrewd. The latter always want to show that they
are wiser than the laws, and to dominate all public
discussions, as if there could never be weightier

1 ¢f. 11 xxxvii. 2, ® ¢f. 1. lxiii. 2.
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questions on which to declare their opinions, and as
a consequence of such conduct they generally bring
their states to ruin; the former, on the contrary,
mistrusting their own insight, are content to be
less enlightened than the laws and less competent
than others to eriticise the words of an able speaker,
but being impartial judges rather than interested
contestants they generally prosper. Thus, then, we
ought to act and not be so excited by eloquence and
combat of wits as o advise the Athenian people
contrary to our own judgment.

XXXVHI «As for me, 1 have not changed my
opinion, and 1 wonder at those who propose to
debate again the question of the Mytilenaeans and
thus interpose delay, which is in the interest of
those who have done the wrong; for thus the edge
of the vietim's wrath is duller when he proceeds
against the offender, whereas the vengeance that
follows upon the very heels of the outrage exacts a
punishinent that most nearly matches the offence.
And I wonder, too, who will answer me and under-
take to prove that the wrong-doings of the Myti-
lenaeans are beneficial to us bug that our misfortunes
prove injurious to our allies. Manifestly he must either
have such confidence in lis powers of speech as to
undertake to show that what is universally aceepted
as true has not been established,! or else, incited
by gain, will by an elaborate display of specious
oratory attempt to mislead you. But in contests of
that kind the city bestows the prizes wpon others,
while she lierself undergoes all therisks,. And you
are yourselves to blame, for your management of

' Or, * your abrolute resolve has really not been adopted,”
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these contests is wrong. It is your wont to be
spectators of words and hearers of deeds, forming
your judgment of future enterprises according as
able speakers represent them to be feasible, but as
regards accomplished facts, not counting what has
been done more credibie, because you have seen
it, than what you have heard, you are swayed in
judgment by those whe have made an eloguent
invective, You are adepts not only at being de-
ceived by novel proposals but also at refusing to
follow approved advice, slaves as you are of each
new paradox and scorners of what is familiar, Fach
of you wishes above all to be an orator himself, or,
failing that, to vie with those dealers in paradex by
seeming not to lag behind them in wit but to
appland a smart saying before it is out of the speaker’s
mouth; you are as guick to forestall what is said
as you are slow to foresee what will come of it.  Yon
seek, one might say, a world quite unlike that in
which we live, but give too little iced to that which
is at hand, In 2 word, you are in thrall to the
pleasures of the ear and are more like men who sit
as spectators at exhibitions of sophists than men who
take counsel for the welfare of the state,

XXXIX, “And it is from these ways that I seek
to turn you when | attempt to prove that Mytilene
has done you more injury than any single state. I
can make allowance for men who resorted to revolt
because they were unable fo bear your rule or
becanse they were compelled by your enemies to do
s0; but men who inhabited a fortified island and had
no fear of our enemies except by sea, and even there
were not without the protection of a force of their
own triremes, who moreover were independent and

63



(=]

THUCYDIDES

abTévopol Te oikovTes Kal Tipwuevol és TA TPDTA
Umo HudY TotabTa elpydoavro, Ti dANo odTol 7)
émreBovhevady Te kal émavéoTnoav pdAov )
améornoay (améoTacis pév e Tév PBiaidy TU
wagyovrwy éoTiv), éliTnady Te peTd TOY wole-
poTdTov Huds atdvtes Stadlelpar; xaitor Servo-
Tepby éomiv 1) € xal avrods Svauiy KT@pevol
avremohéunoav. wapddeyua 8¢ alTols olre ai
Tév wéhas Evpdopal éyévovro, 8aor dmwooTdvTes
#8n Hudv éxepsdnoav, obre % mwapoboa eddar-
povia mapéoyev Sxvov un éNdeiv és Ta Sewd:
yevopevor 8¢ mpos TO wéNhov Bpacels xal éni-
cavtes paxpotepa puév Tis Suvducws, édaow ¢
s Bovhjoews, moéhepov fipavro, loxdv akiw-
cavres Tod Sikaiov mpobetvar év & wyap @by
cav mepiéoeaa, éméfevro fuiv ovx adikoduevor.

- elwbe 8¢ TAY morewv als dv udMhioTa dmwpocdoxn-

Tos kai & é\ayioTov edmpafia ENOy, és TBpw
Tpémer: Ta 8¢ TOANA KaTd Noyov Tols avfpdmors
ebTvyodvta dopaléoTepa i) wapa S6fav, ral
kaxompayiav ds eimelv pdov arwbodvrar i) eddas-
poviav Suac@fovras. xpiv 6¢ Mvrilgraiovs rai
wdhar pndév Siadeportws TV ANAwY VP’ Hudv
"~ b a k) /8 I/
TeTipijobac, kal ok &v és T00e éEUBpLoar mépuke
vap kai E\Aws avfpomos To uév Oepamedov
Umepe poveiv, To 8¢ un vmeikov favudley.
“Kohaclévrwv 8¢ xal viv dfiws Tis ddikias
}' \ ~ é N /7 € 3 /7 ~ \
xal p1 Tols uév ohiyois 7 aitia wpoaTels, Tov 8¢
64



BOOK III. xxxix. 2-6

were treated by us with the highest consideration,
when these men have acted thus, what else is it but
conspiracy and rebellion rather than revolt—for revolt
is the work of those who suffer oppression—and a
deliberate attempt by taking their stand on the side of
our bitterest enemies to bring about our destruction?
And yet this is assuredly a more heinous thing than
if they had gone to war against us by themselves for
the acquisition of power. The calamities of their
neighbours who had already revolted from us and
been subdued proved no warning to them; nor did
the good fortune which they enjoyed make them
hesitate to take the perilous step ; on the contrary,
becoming over-confident as to the future, and con-
ceiving hopes which, though greater than their
powers, were less than their ambition, they took up
arms, presuming to put might before right; for the
moment they thought they should prove superior
they attacked us unprovoked. And indeed it is the
iule, that such states as come to unexpected pros-
perity most fully and most suddenly, do turn to
insolence, whereas men generally find success
less precarious when it comes in accordance with
reasonable calculations than when it surpasses ex-
pectation, and more easily, as it seems, they repel
adversity than maintain prosperity. But the Myti-
lenaeans from the first ought never to have been
treated by us with any more consideration than our
other allies, and then they would not have broken
out into such insolence; for it is human nature in
any case to be contemptuous of those who pay court
but to admire those who will not yield.

“ Let them be punished, therefore, even now, in a
manner befitting their crime, and do not put the

65

VvoL. II. F



THUCYDIDES

SfHuov dmordonTe. mavres wyap Ouiy e ouolwe
éméfevro, ols v éEfw ds Huds Tpamouévois wiv
wahw v v Wohe elvar dAhd TOY peTa THY
SNy kivBuvoy frynoduevor BeBacdtepov Evvarr-
éorgoav., Tov re Fvupdyev oxélracle ¢ Tois
e dvaykacleiow dmd THY wohepiov xai Tois
éxofiow amogriice Tas adras {yplas wpocnaere,
riva olecf¢ Svrva ob Bpayeia npopdoes dwoary-
aecfai, drav % xaropfdoavre hevlépuwois § %
cparévre pndiv walelv dmrxeoTov; Npiv 8 wpis
éxdaTny wohw drorexvSuvevoeTal Td Te ypipaTa
xal ai Yvyai wal Tuyovres pév mokw édpfap-
wémy wagahaBovres ThHs Emerral mpoaddov, &
fiv loybouey, To howmoy orepreeale, adpaléyres
8¢ molepbovs mpos Tols imdpyovow Eopey, xai
8v ypover Tois viv xaleornxdae Sei éxlpols dv-
Oioracfas, Tols olxelos Fvppayos mohepioouer.

XL “ Obrovr 3¢l wpoleivar® éhmida odre My
mrrny oltve xphpasw Gugrdy, ds Evyyvdpny
apaprely dvfpwmives Aiprovrac.  dxorTes pév
yap obx EBnaay, eidires 8¢ éwefodrevoar: Edy-
yrwpoy & dari v0 dwoboiov, éyd pév odv xal
rore wpdrov xal viv Scapdyounr ui perayvavad
Duds Td& wpodedoyubva, pnbé Tpwi Tols aFup-
dopwrdros TH dpyh, olxte xai jdovh Méywy xai

U fxerrz, Hude adopts émerelas, van Herwerden and H.

Weil édwereiov.
2 xpofeivae, Hude retaing wpecleivar, with BC.

66



BOOK IIL xxxix. 6-Xu. 2

blame upon the aristocrats and exonerate the common
people. For they all alike attacked you, even
the commens, who, if they had taken our side,
might now have been reinstated in their city; but
they thought there was less risk in sharing the
dangers of the oligarchs, and so joined them in the
revolt, Congider, moreover, your allies: if you in-
flict upon those who wilfulli\; revolt no greater
punishment than upon those who revolt under com-
pulsion from our foes, which of them, think you, will
not revolt on a slight pretext, when the alternatives
are Hberty if he succeeds or a fate not irreparable if
he fails? We, on the other hand, shall have to risk
our money and our lives against each separate state,
and when we succeed weshall recover a ruined state
and be deprived for the future of its revenue, the
source of our strength, whereas if we fail we shall
be adding fresh enemies to those we have already,
and when we should be resisting our present foes we
shall be fighting our own allies,

XL. « We must not, therefore, hold out to them
any hope, either to be secured by eloguence or
purchased by money, that they will be excused
on the plea that their error was human. For
their act was no unintentional injury but a de.
liberate plot; and it is that which is unintentional
which is excusable. Therefore, I still protest, as
I have from the first,! that you should not re-
verse your former decision or be led inte error by
pity, delight in eloquence, or clemency, the three

! Referring to what happened in the assembly of the day
before, in which, however, he had arged the action that was
taken ; its reconmideration was not urged tifl the present
meeting.
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influences most prejudicial to a ruling state. For
compassion may rightly be bestowed upon those who
are likewise compassionate and not upon those who
will show no pity in return but of necessity are
always enemies. As to the orators who charm by
their eloguence, they will have other opportunities
of display in matters of less fmportance, and not
where the city for a brief pleasure will pay a heavy
penslty while they themselves get a fine fee for
their fine speaking., And clemency would better be
reserved for those who will afterwards be faithful
allies than be shown to those who remain just what
they were before and no whit the less cur enemies.

“1 can sum up what { have to say in a word. If
you take my advice, you will do not only what is just
to the Mytilenaeans but also at the same time what
is expedient for us ; but if you decide otherwise, you
will not win their gratitude but will rather bring a
just condemmation upon yourselves; for if these
people had a right to secede, it would follow that
you are wrong in exercising dominion. But if, right
or wrong, you are still resolved to maintain it, then
you must punish these people indefiance of equity as
your interesisrequire ; or else you must give up your
empire and in discreet safety practise the fine virtues
you preach.! Hesolve also to punish them with the
same penalty that has already been voted,? and that
those whe have escaped the plot shall not appear to
have less feeling than those who framed it, bearing in
mind what they would probably have done to you
had they won the victory, especially since they

! For the thought, of. 11. 1xiil 2.

2 Bo Steup explains. Most editors explain, ** with the

same penslty they would have inflicted,” following the schol.
# dr dripwphoarre nal abrol Suis, weprpevéepror Spiv,
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were the aggressors. Indeed it is generally those
who wrong another without cause that follow him up
to destroy him utterly, perceiving the danger that
threatens from an enemy who is left alive; for one
wlio has been needlessly injured is more dangerous
if he escape than an avowed enemy who expects to
give and take,

“Do not, then, be traitors to your own cause, but
recalling as nearly as possible how youn felt when
they made you suffer and how you would then have

iven anything to crush them, now pay them back,

o not become tender-liearted at the sight of their
present distress, nor unmindful of the danger thatso
lately hung over you, but chastise them as they
deserve, and give to your other allies glain warning
that whoever revolts shall be punished with death,
For if they realise this, the less will you have to neg-
lect your enemies and fight against your own allies.”

X14. Such was Cleon's speech. After him Dio-
dotus son of Hucrates, who in the earlier meeting
had been the principal speaker against putting the
Mytilenaeans to death, came forward now also and
spoke as follows :

XLIL #1 have no fault to find with those who
have proposed a reconsideration of the question of
the Mpytilenaeans, nor do I commend those who
object to repeated deliberation on matters of the
greatest moment ; on the contrary, I believe the two
things most opposed to good counsel are haste and
passion, of which the one is wont to keep company
with folly, the other with an undisciplined and
shallow mind. As for words, whoever contends? that
they are not to be guides of our actions is either dull

¥ Directed at Cleon’s remarks, ch, xxxviil, 4 £,
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of wit or has some private interest at stake—dull,
if he thinks it possible by any other means to throw
light on that which still belongs to the dim and
distant future; self-interested, if, wishing to put
through a discreditable measure, he realizes that
while he cannot speak well in a bad cause, he
can at least slander well and thus intimidate both
his opponents and his hearers. Most dangerous of
all, however, are precisely those who! charge a
speaker beforehand with being bribed to make a
display of rhetoric. For if they merely imputed
ignorance, the speaker who failed to carry his
audience might go his way with the repute of being
dull but not dishonest; when, however, the charge
is dishonesty, the speaker who succeeds becomes an
object of suspicion, whereas if he fails he is regarded
as not only dull but dishonest as well. And all
this is a detriment to the state, which is thus robbed
of its counsellors through fear. Indeed it would
prosper most if its citizens of this stamp had no
eloquence at all, for then the people would be least
likely to blunder through their influence. But the
good citizen ought to show himself a better speaker,
not by trying to browbeat those who will oppose
him, but by fair argument; and while the wise city
should not indeed confer fresh honours upon the
man whose advice is most often salutary, it certainly
should not detract from those which he already has,
and as for him whose suggestion does not meet with
approval, so far from punishing him, it should not
even treat him with disrespect. For then it would
be least likely that a successful speaker, with a view
to being counted worthy of still greater honours,

1 Like Cleon, ch, xxxviii. 2; xI. 1, 3.
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would speak insincerely and for the purpose of
winning favour and that the unsueccessful speaker
would employ the same means, by courting favour
in his turn in an effort to win the multitude to
himself,

XLIiL But we pursue the opposite course, and,
moreover, if & man be even suspected of corrup-
tion, albeit he give the best counsel, we conceive
a grudge against him because of the dubious sur-
mise that he is corrupt and thus deprive the state
of an indubitable advantage, And it has come to
such a pase that good advice frankly given is re-
garded with just as much suspicion as the bad,
and that, in consequence, a speaker who wants to
carry the most dangerous mesasures must resort to
deceit in order to win the people to his views, pre.
cisely as the man whose proposals are good must lie in
order to be believed.  And because of this excessive

' cleverness Athens is the only state where a man

cannot do a good service to his country openly and
without deceiving it; for whenever he openly offers
you somethiog good you requite him by suspecting
thatin some way he will secretly profit by it. Yet even
s0, in view of the very gresat interests at stake, and
in so grave a matter, we who advise must regard it
as our duty to look somewhat further ahead than
you who give matters only a brief consideration,
especially since we are responsible advisers,! while you
are irresponsible listeners. Indeed, if not only thase
who gave advice but also those whe followed it had to
suffer alike, you would show greater prudence in
your decisions ; but as it is, whenever you meet with

} Tt was open to sny Athenian citizen to impeach any iaw

or decree, s contrary to some exisiing law or as unjust or
inexpedient, by a proveeding called ypapdh ruparduwr.
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a reverse you give way te your first impulse and
punish your adviser for his single error of judgment
instead of yourselves, the multitude who shared ‘ip\‘
the error.

XLV, “ But I have come forward neither as an
advecate of the Mytilenaeans in opposition to Cleon
nor as their accuser. For the question for us to
consider, if we are sensible, is not what wrong they
have done, but what is the wise course for us. For
no matter how guilty I show them to be, I shall not
on that aceount bid vou to put them to death,
unless it is to our advantage; and if I show that they
have some claim for forgiveness, I shall not on that
account advise you to spare their lives, if this should
prove clearly not to be for the good of the state, In
my opinion we are deliberating about the future
rather than the present. And as for the point
which Cleon especially maintains, that it will be to
our future advantage to inflict the penalty of death,
to the end that revolts may be less frequent, I also
in the interest of our future prosperity emphatically
maintain the contrary. And | beg you not to be led
by the speciousness of his argument to reject the
practical advantages in mine, For embittered as you
are toward the Mytilenaseans, you may perhaps be
attracted by his argument, based as it is on the more
legal aspects of the case; we are, however, not
engaged in a law-suit with them, so as to be con.
cerned about the gquestion of right and wrong; but
we are deliberating about them, to determine what
poliey will make them nseful to us.

XLV, “Now the death.penalty has been pre-
seribed in various states for many offences which are
not so serious as this is, nay, for minor ones; but
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nevertheless men are so inspired by hope as to take
the risk ; indeed, no one ever yet has entered upon a
perilous enterprise with the conviction that his plot
was condemned to failure. And as to states, what
one that was meditating revolt ever took the de-
cisive step in the belief that the resources at hand,
whether -its own or contributed by its allies, were
inadequate for success? All men are by nature
prone to err, both in private and in public life, and
there is no law which will prevent them ; in fact,
mankind has run the whole gamut of penalties,
making them more and more severe, in the hope
that the transgressions of evil-doers might be abated.
It is probable that in ancient times the penalties
prescribed for the greatest offences were relatively
mild, but as transgressions still occurred, in course of
time the penalty was seldom less than death. But
even so there is still transgression. Either, then,
some terror more dreadful than death must be
discovered, or we must own that death at least is no
prevention. Nay, men are lured into hazardous
enterprises by the constraint of poverty, which
makes them bold, by the insolence and pride of
affluence, which makes them greedy, and by the
various passions engendered in the other conditions
of human life as these are severally mastered by
some mighty and irresistible impulse. Then, too,
Hope and Desire are everywhere ; Desire leads, Hope
attends ; Desire contrives the plan, Hope suggests
the facility of fortune; the two passions are most
baneful, and being unseen phantoms prevail over
seen dangers. Besides these, fortune contributes in
no less degree to urge men on; for she sometimes
presents herself unexpectedly and thus tempts men
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to take risks even when their resources are inade-
quate, and states even more than men, inasmuch as
the stake is the greatest of all—their own freedom
or empire over others—and the individual, when
supported by the whole people, unreasonably over-
estimates his own strength. In a word, it is im-
possible, and a mark of extreme simplicity, for any-
one to imagine that when human nature is whole-
heartedly bent on any undertaking it can be diverted
from it by rigorous laws or by any other terror.
XLVI. “We must not, therefore, so pin our faith
to the penalty of death as a guarantee against re-
volt as to make the wrong decision, or lead our
rebellious subjects to believe that there will be no
chance for them to repent and in the briefest time
possible put an end to their error. Consider now:
according to your present policy! if a city has re-
volted and then realizes that it will fail, it may come
to terms while still able to pay the indemnity and to
keep up its tribute in the future; but, in the other
case, what city, think you, will not prepare itself
more thoroughly than now, and hold out in siege to
the last extremity, if it makes no difference whether
it capitulates quickly or at its leisure? And as
for us, how can we fail to suffer loss, incurring the
expense of besieging a city because it will not
surrender, and, if we capture it, recovering one that
is ruined, and losing thereafter the revenue from it—
the source of our strength against our enemies? We
must not, therefore, be such rigorous judges of the
delinquents as to suffer harm ourselves, but we must
rather see how for the time to come, by punishing
! Athens had not been accustomed to treat secession from

the alliance as treason punishable with death for the men
and slavery for the women and children.
81
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moderately, we may have at our service dependent
cities that are strong in material resources; and we
must deem it proper to protect ourselves against
revolts, not by the terror of our laws, but rather by
the vigilance of our administration. At present we
do just the opposite: whenever a free people that
is forced into subjection revolts, as it naturally will,
in order to recover its independence, we think that,
as soon as we have subdued it, we must punish it
severely. We ought, on the contrary, instead of
rigorously chastising free peoples when they revolt,
to watch them rigorously before they revolt, and
thus forestall their even thinking of such a thing;
and when we have subdued a revolt, we ought to
put the blame on as few as possible.!

XLVIL “And do you consider, too, how great a
mistake you would make in another point also by
following Cleon’s advice. At the present time the
populace of all the cities is well disposed to you, and
either does not join with the aristocrats in revolting,
or, if forced to do so, is hostile from the beginning
to those who stirred up the revolt; and so, when
you go to war, you have the populace of the rebellious
city as your allies. If, however, you destroy the
populace in Mpytilene, which took no part in the
revolt, and which voluntarily put the city into your
hands as soon as it got hold of arms, in the first
place you will be guilty of killing your benefactors,
and, in the second place, you will bring about what
the influential men most wish: the next time they
instigate a revolt among our allies they will at once
have the populace on their side, because you will
have published it abroad that the same punishment

! In answer to Cleon’s demand, ch. xxxix. 6.
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is ordained for the innocent and for the guilty.
Why, even if they were guilty, you should pretend
not to know it, to the end that the only class that is
still friendly to us may not become hostile. Anditis, I
think, far more conducive to the maintenance of cur
dominion, that we should willingly submit to be
wronged, than that we should destroy, however
justly, those whom we ought not to destroy. And
whereas Cleon claims® that this punishment com-
bines justice and expediency, it appears that in such
a policy the two cannot be combined.

XLVIIIL “De you, then, recognize that mine is the
better course, and without being unduly swayed by
either pity or clemency—for neither would I have
you influenced by such motives—but simply weigh-
ing the considerations 1 have urged, accede to my
proposal :  pass sentence at your leisure upon the
Mytilenaeans whom Paches sent here as guilty,?
but let the rest dwell in peace. Such a course will
be best for the future, and will cause alarm among
our enemies at once ; for he who is wise in counsel is
stronger against the foe than he who recklessly
rushes on with brute foree.”’ —

X1iX, Such was the speech of Diedotus. And
after these opinions had been maintained with nesrly
equal force, the one against the other, the Athenians,
in spite of the reaction, experienced such a
conflict of opinion that in the show of hands they
were about equally divided ; but the view of Diodotus
prevailed. They then immediately despatched a
second trireme with all haste, hoping that the first
trireme, which had the start by about a day and a
night, might not arrive first and the city be found
destroyed. The Mytilenaean envoys provided wine

t gf ¢h, x1, 4. 2 ¢f. ch. xxxv. 1. 85
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xAjpov éxdoTov ToU émavrop Slo pris Gépew

t Usually the barley-meal was mixed with water and
oil.

% A crew ordinarily atopped for meals and rested at anchor
uk night.

1 Paches was accused of shameful deeds of violence taward
Lesbian men and women (Agath. Epigr. Ivii), and- when
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and barley for the crew and promised a jarge reward
if they should arrive in time; and such was their
haste on the voysge that they kept on rowing as
they ate their bariey-cakes, kneaded with wine and
oil} and took turns at sleeping and rowing.? Agd
since by good fortune no contrary wind arese, and
the earlier ship was sailing in no hurry on so horrible
a business, while the second pressed on in the
manner deseribed, aithough the former did in fact
arrive first, so that Paches had just time enough to
read the decree and was about to execube the orders,
the second pat in close after it and prevented the
destruction of the city. By just so mach did
Mytilene escape its peril.

L. The rest of the rmen, however, whom Paches?
had sent to Athens as chief authors of the revolt,
numbering somewhat more than a thousand,* were
put to death by the Athenians on the motion of
Cleon. They also pulled down the walls of Mytilene
and took possession of the Mytilenaean fleet.  After-
awards, instead of imposing a tribute upon the
Lesbians, they divided all the land except that of the
Methymnaeans into three thousand allotments, and
reserving three hurdred of these as sacred 1o the
gods they sent out Athenian ecolonists, chosen by
lot, to occupy the rest. With these the Lesbians
made an arrangement to pay a rental of two minas a
year? for each lot, they themselves to cultivate the

brought to trial committed suicide in the presence of hia
udgon,
J “igOn the gronnd that so large a number is jncompatible
with eh. xxviil, 1, 23 xxxv. 1, Steup conjectures rpiscovra
{a" for A}

% The whole rental amounting to 90 talents; £18,000;
$87,300,
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3 atrroi elpydlovro Ty vy, wapéhaBor 8¢ xai Ta
v v fwelpw mwohiopara of ‘Abnvaior doww
Murihnralor éepdrove, sxai tmikovoy DoTepor
‘Adnralwv. Ta pév xaré AdeBov olitws éyévera,

LI 'Ev 8¢ 79 atrd Oéper perd iy AéoBov
dwaw’ Abnvaios Nuctov ot Nianpdrov aTparn-
yotwTog éorparevaar émi Mwdar tiw rvicor, #
xetrar wpo Meydpwr éypivre 8¢ adry wipyov

2 évowcodopriaavres of Meyapis ¢Ppovple. EBov-
rere 3¢ Niwlas vop Ppvrashy adrefler 8 éhdo-
goves tols "Al@yvalois xal pf awd Tob Boudapov
xal T Dadapivos evai, Tovs Te llehomovwy-
alovs Smws un morbvrar Eerrhovs alréfer hav-
fdvovres Tpujpwr Te, olov xal Tov wply yevopevov,
xal Aporéw éemwopwals, rols Te Meyapetaw

3 dua undey domhelv. faw odw ams ris Ni-
caias wparov Bbo wipyw mwpovyovte unyavais
éx fardoans kail vov éomiovy és 0 perakd Tis
vigou eevlepdoas dmereixile cal 1o éx Ths fmei-
pov, 7§ xard qépupar Six Tevdyous émiBoribea

4 % Th vice ob worb Sigyotay Ths fmeipov. dy B
rotro ébetpydaavre év Huépats SAiyars, SoTepov
&) xai év T vijop Telyos! éykatademaw xal
Ppovpdy dreydonae TP oTpatd.

} pelyos—the text iz probsbly corrupt, the verb being
omitied,

L of 1v. 13, 3, where they are called derafa: xdhers.
? Referring to Brasidas’ attempt, described 15, xeiit,, xeiv.
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land. The Athenians also took possession of all the
towns on the mainland which the Mytilenaeans
controlled,’ and these were thereafter subject to the
Athenians., Such was the course of events at Lesbos,

Li. In the same summer, after the capture of
Lesbos, the Athenians,under the command of Nicias
son of Niceratus, made an expedition against the
istand of Minoa, which lies in front of Megara
and was used as a garrison-station by the Me-
gerians, who had built & tower upon i, Bubt
Nicisg was desirous that the watch which the Athe.
nians kept should be maintained at that point,
which would be at closer range for them, instead of
st Budorum in Salamis, the purpose of the watch
being to prevent the Peloponnesians from using the
harbour of Megara as a base from which to send
ont unobserved either iriremes, as they had done
once before,? or expeditions of privateers, and at the
same time to see to it that nothing was brought in
by sea for the Megarians. Accordingly, by an
attack from the sea he tock by mesns of engines of
war two projecting towers-first that on the istand
opposite Nisaea-—and when he had thus cleared the
way into the channel between the island and the
mainland he walled off also the point on the side
toward the wmainland, where by a bridge across a
morass aid could he brought to the island, which is
not far distant from the mainland.® And when, after
a few days, this work was completed, Nicias hpilt a
fort on the island also, left a garrison in it, and then
withdrew his army to Athens,

! This seems to be the sense intemded. The passage in
very much condensed or corrupt. The two towers seem to
have stood on the strait betweon Minon and the mainland,

one on sach side, at the end of dans bailt oat to narrow the
strait.
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! #», bracketed by Hude, as not read by the Scholisat,
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LIL During this summer and about the same
time, the Platacans,! who were now without food and
could endure the siege no longer, surrendered to the
Peloponnesians, It happened in the following manner,
An assault was in progress upon their wall and they
were unable to repel it. The Lacedaemonian com-
mander recognised their weakness; but he did not
wish to take Plataea by storm, for he had received
orders to this effect from Sparta, to the end that,
if ever a treaty of peace should be made with the
Athenisuns and the Lacedaemonians should consent
that all the places esch had taken in war should be
given back, Plataea might not have to be given up,
on the ground that its inhabitants had gone over to
Sparta voluntarily. So he sent a herald to them to
say that if they would of their own accord deliver
their city into the hands of the Lacedaemonians and
submit fe their decisions they would punish the
guilty, but none contrary to justice. The herald
made this proposal, and they, since they were now in
the last stage of weakness, surrendered the city.
And the Peloponnesians fed the Plataeans for some
days, until the judges, five in number, arrived from
Lacedaemon. When they came no accusation was
brought against the Plataeans, but they were sum-
moned by the judges and asked this single question :
“ Have you rendered any good service to the Lace-
daemonians and their allies in the present war?”
The Plataeans, however, begged te be allowed to
speak at greater length, and appointed as their
spokesmen Astymachus son of Asopolaus and Lacon
son of Aeimnestus, who was a proxenus of the

* Resuming the narrative from the end of oh, xxiv.
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1§ duiv, bracketed by Hude, ss seemingly not read by the
Beboliast, 2 aeAdterer, Hnde reads Adzera with C.

t Pablic host or consul.  He bad commanded the Plalaean
continpgent at Marathon,
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Lacedaemonians.! These men came forward and
spoke as follows :

LIII. “When we surrendered our city, Lacedae-
monians, trusting in your good faith, we had no
thought that we should have to undergo a trial like
this, but supposed it would be a more regular pro-
cedure ; and when we consented to be on trial before
you and you alone as judges, as we now are, we
believed that we should be most likely to obtain fair
treatment. But now we fear that we have been
disappointed in both expectations; for we have
good reason to suspect, not only that the issues
involved in the trial are of the gravest nature 2 but
also that you will not prove to be impartial judges.
These inferences we draw from the fact that no
accusation was first brought against us requiring a
plea in defence, but we have had to ask leave to
speak, and that the question which is put to us is so
curt that a truthful answer to it is against our
interests, while a false one can be exposed at once.
But beset as we are with perplexities on every hand,
we are forced, as indeed seems to be the safer course,
to say something and take the risk; for to men in our
condition not to have spoken would cause us after-
wards to reproach ourselves with the thought that,
had the word been spoken, it would have saved us.
A further difficulty in our position is the task of
convincing you. For if we were strangers to each
other, we might find it to our advantage to introduce
evidence on matters with which you were un-
acquainted ; but as it is, anything that we shall say is
already known to you, and what we fear is, not that

2 i.e. that their very lives were at stake, whereas they

had expected, after capitulation, that in the formal trial
there could be no question of capital punishment. )
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* Referring to the achievements of the Plataeans in the
Persian wars,

1 {e the Thebans. With bitter irony the Plataeans
aseribe  to  thomselves the evident purpose of the
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you have already judged our virtues! to be inferior to
your own and now make that a charge against us,
but that in erder to gratify others? we are to appear
before a court that has aiready decided against us.

L1V. < Nevertheless, we shall present whatever
Just claims we have, both as regards our quarrel with
the Thebans and as touching you and the rest of the
Helienes, and thus, by reminding you of our public
services, shall try to persuade you. In reply to the
curt inquiry of yours, whether we have rendered any
good service to the Lacedaemonians and their allies
in this war, if you ask us as enemies, we say that
you are not wronged if you did not receive benefit at
our hands; but if in asking it you regard us as
friends, we repiy that you yourselves rather than we
are at fault, in that you made war upon us, But in
the war against the Persians and during the peace
which followed we have proved ourselves good and
true men; we have not now been the first to bresk
the peace,and then we were the only Boeotians® who
rallied to defend the freedom of Hellas. For though
we are an inland people, we took part in the sea-fight
at Artemisium ; in the battle that was fought here in
our own land* we stood side by side with you and
Pausanias; and whatever perils arose to threaten
the Hellenes in those days, we bore our part in
them sll beyond our strength. And to you in par-
ticular, Lacedaemonians, at that critical moment
when after the earthquake Sparts was encompassed
by a mighty terror owing to the revolt of the Helots
Lacedaemoninns—by standing trial befora a prejudiced court
they wiil *do a favour to the Thebana,”

¥ Rhetorieal inaccuraoy, for the Theepians did the same

{Hdt. vin oxxxii.; viux, L},
* The battle of Plataes, 479 5.0. See Hdt. 1x. Ixii. f.
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and their occupation of Ithome, we sent a third part
of our citizens to bring aid. These are things you
ought not to forget.

LV. ¢“Such was the part we were proud to play in
the great actions of the past. It was not until later
that we became your enemies, and for this you
yourselves were to blame; for when the Thebans
oppressed us and we sought alliance with you, you
rebuffed us and bade us apply to the Athenians,
because they were near, whereas you lived far away.
In the course of this war, however, you have neither
suffered, nor were ever in danger of suffering, any
extraordinary harm at our hands. And if we refused
to revolt from the Athenians at your bidding, we
were not in the wrong ; for they helped us against
the Thebans when you held back. After that it
would not have been honourable for us to desert them,
above all when we were their debtors and when at our
own request we had been admitted to their alliance
and had shared the rights of citizenship with them.
On the contrary, there was every reason why we
should heartily obey their commands. And what-
ever measures either you or they have initiated for
your allies, it is not the followers who are to blame
for any wrong that has been done, but those who
have led them into evil courses.

LVI. ““As for the Thebans, they have done us
many wrongs in the past, and you yourselves are well
aware of this crowning outrage, which has brought us
into our present plight. They attempted to seize
our city in time of peace, and furthermore on a day
of festival ; therefore we were justified in punishing
them in accordance with the law which has universal
sanction, that it is right to repel him who comes
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against you as an enemy; and now we cannot reason-
ably be made to suffer on their account. For if you
shall decide the question of justice by such considera-
tions as your immediate advantage and their hostility,
you will show yourselves to be, not true judges of
what is right, but rather to be mere slaves of ex-
pediency. And yet if the Thebans seem serviceable
to you now, we and the rest of the Hellenes were of
far greater service to you when you were in greater
danger. For now you are attacking others and are a
menace to them, but in that crisis, when the barbarian
was threatening us all with slavery, these men were
on his side. And it is only fair that you should set
our present error, if error there has been, over against
the zeal we showed then; if you do, you will find,
not only that the zeal outweighs the offence, but
also that it was shown at a time when it was a rare
thing for Hellenes to oppose their courage to the
power of Xerxes. At that time the greater praise
was given to those who, instead of intriguing in
security for their own advantage with reference to
the invasion,! were ready to hazard the noblest course
though fraught with danger. With these we took
our stand and were honoured among the foremost ;
but now, for the same conduct, we fear lest we
are to be destroyed, in that we have chosen the
Athenians from regard to right rather than you for
profit. And yet you ought to show yourselves con-
sistent, giving the same judgment concerning the
same things, and to consider your true advantage to
be only this—to cherish an ever-enduring gratitude

1 As the Thebans did. If adrois be read, with nearly all
MSS., it must be construed with ¥podov, ‘¢ working to further
the invasion of the enemy.” .
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thore is & return to the particular, i.¢ the case of the
Lacedsemoniana.

¥ mpoganéfuatde, Meineke’s conjecture for wpooréfnude of
the MSS,
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toward the best of your allies for thelr walour, while
also securing what may be to your admxrt#ge at the
present moment.,

LVIL “Consider, $oo, that you are now regarded
by most of the Hellenes as an example of uprightt
ness; but if the verdiet you give concerning us
shall be inequitable, beware (since the case you are
deciding here is not obscure, but you the judges
are the object of men's praise and we the defend-
ants are of no mean repute), beware, I say, lest men
repudiate an unseemly sentence passed wpon good
men by men still better and resent the dedieation in
the common temples of spoils taken from us, the
benefactors of Hellas. Monstrous will it seem that
the Lacedaemonians should sack Plataea, and that
you, whose fathers inscribed the name of our city on
the tripod at Delphi in commemoration of her valour,
should blot her out, house and home, from the map
of Hellasw.to please the Thebans! For to this depth
of misfortune have we come, we who, when the
Persians prevailed, were on the verge of ruin,! and
now when we plead before you, formerly our closest
friends, we are beaten by Thebans; and we have
had to face two supreme dangers, at that time of
perishing by starvation if we had not surrendered our
city, and now of standing trial for our lives. And
we have been thrust aside by all, we men of Plataea,
whe were zealous toward the Hellenes beyond our
strength, and are now desolate and undefended. No
one of our former ailies now aids us, and as for you,
Lacedaemonians, our only hope, we fear that you are
not steadfast.

! The reference is to the burning of their oity by Xerxes;
ses Hdt. vam, 1,
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LVIIL * Rairor &Eroduéy ye xai Oedv Sveca
TV fv;maxmwv wore yevoubver xai TH bpetis
"rqe & rols F?L)Lquae raudOijvat tuds xal pera-
. ‘vﬁmpac el 1 oo OnBaler éwewé?q"re, -rqu TE St
“.pttar dvramaiTicas attods pi Kretve obs ph Huly
- mpémer, aadpovd Te dvri aloypds xopioacrfas
xdpw, kai g H8ovip Sdvras dAlows xaxiav ai-
robs dvmidaBelv.  Bpaxt vwdp 7o ra duérepa
cdpata diadfetpas, énimovoy 88 riw Slorherav
altTod ddpavicar ol éybpovs yap fuds! eivotws
mipwpiaeate, GAN ebvovs, kar' dvdyeny woheur)-
FarTHS. GoTe Kal TV coudTor ddetar worobrres
Bata dv Smdé’awe Kl wpamoﬁwee 874 éxdvras e
ndBere rai xet.pag- wpowxop.euovc (o 8¢ véuos
Tols Ellno‘t. 43 KTelvery Towovc) &ry 8¢ xal
ebepyéras yeyernudvovs Sra wavris. amofhévrare
w&p & mwarépwr Tdv Duerépwr Gixas, ods dmo-
Bavévras Dmo Mijbwr xal radérras évrf fuerépa
éripdper kara dros Exavrov Snuoaie dobiuaci re
kal rols dNhows vopbuois, 8aa Te 7§ wff Hudv
dwebiSov @pala, mwdvtwv dmrapyds émidépovres,
edvor pdv éx dudias xapas, Ebupaxor 88 dpaly-
poLs WoTE ryevoufvots. Oy Duets Tobvavrior 4y
Spdoaite up 0plds yudvres. orélracte 8é2 Tlav-

! huis, bracketed by Hude, because onitted in M.
* ¢, Hude reads ¢, with C.

1 The Thebans had demsnded that the Plataeans be put
to death,
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LVIII. « And yet we adjure you, for the sake of
the gods who of old sanctioned our alliance and for
our good service in the cause of the Hellenes, to
relent and change your minds, if you have been in
any way won over by the Thebans,! and in your turn
to ask of them the boon not to put to death those
whom it ill becomes you to slay, that you may thus.
receive an honest instead of a shameful gratitude,
and may not in giving pleasure to others get in re-
turn ignominy for yourselves. It isa simple matter to
take our lives, but a grievous task to blot out the
infamy of it; for we are not enemies whom you
would have a right to punish, but good friends who
were forced into war with you. You would, therefore,
render a righteous judgment if you guaranteed us
security of life and if you bore in mind, before it is
too late, that it was in voluntary surrender and with
outstretched hands that you received us (and the
usage of the Hellenes forbids the slaying of sup-
pliants); and, moreover, that we have always been
your benefactors. Turn your eyes upon the sepul-
chres of your fathers, slain by the Persians and
buried in our land, whom we have honoured year
by year with a public offering of raiment? and
other customary gifts; the first fruits, too, of all that
the earth each year has produced have been brought
them, the tribute of kindly hands from a friendly
land and of allies to those who were once their
companions in arms. All this you would reverse by
an unjust verdict. Reflect: when Pausanias buried

2 For garments as offerings to the dead, ¢f. Soph. El. 452
Eur. Or. 123, 1436 ; Tac. A. iii. 2. But some understand
éo0huas: to refer to mourning garments. See also Plut.
Aristides, xxi.
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gavias pév ydp é8amrey adrovs vouilwy év wh Te
Perig Tifévar xal map’ duSpdos TototTos: Tuels
O¢ el xreveire Huds cat ywpar Ty IIharaiba
OnBaila moujoere, i EAAo §j v wokeuig e xai
wapa Tois avBévrass warépas rovs duperdpovs xai
Evyyevels dripovs repdy v viv loyover ara-
Aelrete ; mpos 8¢ xai yiy v § HAevfepwlncar
of "EAAnves Sovhaoere, fepd Te febov ols ebfd-
pevor Midaw éxpdrnoar épnuodire rai fvoias
Tés mwartpiovs TEr égoamévev xal xriocdvrev
adaspriorecfe.

LIX. “ QY mpos Tiis Duerépas 8ékns, & Aawe-
Bavuovior, Tdde, obite és Ta xowd Tov ‘Erdrev
véuspa Kal és rods mporydvovs duaprdvew obte
fuds Tole elepyéras dAhotpias fvena Exfpas py

¥ A L] ’ ~ r
atrrots aduenfévras Badbeipar, deicacbar B¢ xai
émuchaadipar Tf yrbdun olkte sodpovs AaBivras
u ov mwewduela plvor Sewornra xaravooivras,
&Ar olot Te v dvres wdlowper xal ds dordd-

\ ~ ~ * ) ¥ 3 ]
pToy 10 THS Fuppopas drvi wor dv xal dvakip
Fuuméoon.  fueis Te, ds wpémoy Huir cal s 9
xpela  wpodyer, altotuefa Vuas, feods Tols
t ! 4 ~ L4 4 ¥ L
opoffmpiovs ral xoweds rav ‘EXxAfvur émiSBow-
pevos, weicar vade, mwpopepducvor® & Zprous ol
of matépes Updy Wpeoav ui) dpvnuovelv ixérat

! dpnuotire, Hude adopte Stehls conjecture 4pnuoiivres,
becauss of the striking present between two Tuiures.

t ¢ after wpopepduerot is Stabl's conjecture, scioptéd by
Hude,
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them he thought he was laying them in a friendly
iand and among friends; but you, if you put usto death
and make the territory of Plataea a Theban province,
wiil you not be leaving them in a hostile land and
among their murderers *—these your fathers and
kingmen—and dispossessed: of the honours they now
enjoy ! Nay more, you will he enslaving the very
land in which the Hellenes gained their liberty ; you
will be bringing desolation upon the temples of the
gods to whom they prayed when they conquered the
Persiang ; and you will be robbing of their hereditary
sacrifices the people who founded and established
them.

LIX, “These things are not consistent with your
honour, Lacedaemonians, nor can it be so to offend
against the common usage of the Hellenes and against
your ancestors, or to put ug, your benefactors, to death
because of the enmity of others, when you have not
been wronged yourselves. Nay, your good name
demands that you should spare us and be softened in
heart, regarding us with a dispassionate pity and bear-
ing in mind, not only how terrible will be our fate,
but who we are that must suffer, and how uncertain
is fortune, whose strokes sometimes fall even upon
the innocent. And we, as befits our condition
and as our sore need demands, entreat you in the
name of the common gods of the Hellenic race whom
we invoke, gods worshipped by us all at the same
altars, to listen to our prayers; and at the same time,
appealing to the eaths wherein your fathers swore
that they would never forget us, we become suppliants

* The Thebans sre celfed their murderers beeanse they
had sided with the Parsians against the Hellenic allies.
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LXI “Tols pév Adyovs odx dv grpcducia

! xaperdéderes, Hude adepta {llrich’s conjecture wposen-
Bdrres,
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BOOK III, vmx, 2-1x1. 1

before your ancestral tombs and call upon the de-
parted not-to suffer us to come into the power of
Thebans or permit us, who were their dearest friends,
to be delivered into the hands of their bitterest
foes, We also remind you of that day on which we
shared with them in the most brilliant deeds, we
who now on this day are on the brink of the most
awful fate. And now, bringing our plea to an end—
and this must be, howbeit for men in our condition it is
the hardest thing of all, seeing that with its ending
our mortai peril also draws near—we say that we did
not surrender our ¢ity to the Thebans—in preference
to that our choice would have been to die of starva.
tion, the most horrible of deaths—but capitulated
to you because we trusted you. And it is but right,
if we fail in our plea, that you should restore us to
our former position and let us choose for ourselves the
dangerthat shall confront us. And we likewise adjure
you, Plataeans that we are, people who were most
zealous for the cause of Hellas, and are now your
suppliants, O Lacedaemonians, not to deliver us out
of your hands and your good faith te the Thebans,
our Dbitterest foes, but to become our saviours, and
not, while liberating the rest of the Hellenes, to
bring utter destruction upon us.”

LX. Thus the Plataeans spoke. And the Thebans,
fearing lest the Lacedaemonians might be so moved
by their plea as to yield somewhat, came forward and
said that they, too, wished to speak, sinee, against
their own judgment, the Plataeans had been granted
Jeave to speak at greater length than the answer
to the question required. And when the judges
assented, they spoke as follows :

LXIL *We should not have asked permission to
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make this speech, it the Plataeans had briefly
answered the question, and had not turned upon us
and accused us, at the same time setting up a long
defence of themseives on matters foreign to the issue
and on which no charge whatever had been made
against them, and praising themselves where nobody
had blamed them. But as it is, we must answer
their charges and expose their self-praise, in order
that neither our baseness nor their good repute may
heip them, but that you may hear the truth about us
both before you decide.

“The quarrel we had with them began in this
way : after we had settled the rest of Boeotia and
had occupied Plataea and other places of which we
got possession by driving out a mixed population,?
these Platacans disdained to submit to our leadership,
as had been agreed upon at first, and separating
themselves from the rest of the Boeotians and
breaking away from the traditions of our fathers
went over to the Athenians asscon as an attempt was
made to foree them into obedience,and in conjunction
with the Athenians did us muach harm, for which
they also suffered in return, LXIl Again, they say
that when the barbarians. came against Hellas they
were the only Boeotians who did not medize, and for
this especially they plume themselves and abuse us,
We say, however, that the only reason they did not
medize was because the Athenians also did not, and
that, moreover, on the same principle, when -the
Athenians afterwards assailed all Hellas, they were -
the only Boeotians who atticized.? And yet consider

2 Hver aince the Persian war medize and medism had been
terms of bitfer reproach in Hellas; in the moutha of the
Thebans atticize and afticism have a like invidious meaning
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® 4.e. where, as ab Sparte, the dalye:, or ruling class,
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BOOK IIl. rxm. 3-vxmr 2

the circumstances under which we each acted as we
did. For the constitution of our city at that time
was, as it happened, neither an oligarchy under equal
laws! nor yet a democracy; but its affairs were in the
hands of a small group of powerful men—the form
which is most opposed to law and the best regulated
polity, and most allied to a tyranny. These men,
hoping to win still greater power for themselves if
the fortunes of the Persian should prevail, forcibly
kept the people down and brought him in. The
city as a whole was not in control of its own actions
when Thebes took the course it did, nor is it fair to
reproach it for the mistakes it made when not under
therule of law. At any rate, after the Persian de-
parted and Thebes obtained its lawful government,
and when subsequently the Athenians became ag- -
gressive and were trying to bring not only the rest
of Hellas but also our country under their own sway
and, owing to factions amongst us, were already in
possession of most of it,% pray observe whether we
fought and defeated them at Coronea® and thus
liberated Boeotia, and whether we are now zealously
helping 4 to liberate the other peoples, furnishing
more cavalry and munitions of war than any of the
other allies.” Such is our defence against the charge
of medism.

LXIII. “We will now try to show that you
Plataeans have wronged the Hellenes more than we
and are more deserving of any punishment, however
severe. You became allies and citizens of Athens

2 After the battle at Oenophyta, 458 B.C. ¢f. I. cviii. 2, 3.

3 446 B.Cc. ¢f. I cxiii. 2.

4 This is mentioned with a view to influencing Spartan
judges.
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kai Méyere ws aloypov W mwpodolvai Tovs edep-
ryéras: worv 8¢ e aloyiov xai ddixwrepoy Tovs
wavras "EAAgpas catanrpodetval, ols Evwwpdoare,
% " ABnvaiovs uovovs, Tols péy xaradoviovuévous
rhw ‘BANdda, Tovs 8¢ éhevfepobvras. xal odx
lonw adrois T ydpw dvramédere oldé aleydvms
dmryAhaypsonys Dpels pev yap dbixodperos alrods,
&5 Paré, éwnydyeatde, rois 8¢ ddiwobowr dAAovs
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Scatostvms pdv  b¢ennBeicas, &  Adikiav BE
arodidopévac.
b innwit e, Hude rends ixarh ydp, with Cod. Graev.

ef.ch 1w 1.

* The slliance of the Lacedaemonians that is in mind here
woukl asem to be the general league of the Hellenes in thoe
Persian War, in which the Lacedaemonians were leaders;
but in ch, lviii. 1 tha Platacans nse the words feav riw
Eoppaxindr wore yevoudswy especiaily with reference to the
compact mentioned in 1 lexi., where it is said that the
allies, at the inatance of Pausaniss, after the battle of
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that you might, as you claim,! obtain protection
against us. In that case you ought only to have
invoked their aid against us, instead of assisting
them in their aggressions against others; such a
COUrse was certaing'r open to you, in case you were
ever being led on by the Athenians against your will,
since the alliance of the Lacedaemonians here had
already been organized against the Persians—the
alliance of which you are always reminding us.?
That would have been enough to keep us from
interfering with you, and, what is more important,
to enable you to take your own counsel without fear,
Nay, it was willingly and not now under compulsion
that you embraced the Athenian cause. You say,
however, that it would have been dishonourable to
betray your benefactors; but it was far more dis-
honourable and wicked to betray to their destruction
all the Hellenes, with whom you had sworn alliance,
than merely the Athenians, when they were en.
deavouring to enslave Hellas, the others to liberate
her. And the recompense you made them is not
equal, nor indeed free from dishonour. For you
were being wronged, a5 you claim, when you in-
voked their aid, but they were wronging others
when you became their helpers. And yet, surely, not
o repay favours with like favours is dishonourable;
butit is not so when, though the debt was incurred in
& just matter, it can only be repaid by wrong-deing:8

Plataea, mutually guaranteed the independence of ali the
Hellenic states, and of the Platacans in particular,

¥ of. Cicero, de OfF. 1. 15. 48, non reddere viro bonoe non licet,
modo id fucere possit sine infuria. The whole sentence serves
t0 substantiate the words o8¢ aloxfens dwniayudvny, the
chmt;%e vas duolay ydpiras ph &rridi3dvan being, according to
the Theban speakers, applicable ta the Plataeana,
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¥ diueis, with the majority of the best MSS.; Hude reads
tuely with CG.
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LXIV, “You have, therefore, made it clear that
even then it was not for the sake of the Hellenes
that you alone of the Boeotians refused to medize,
but merely because the Athenians also refused while
we did not, and you preferred to act with the one
party and against the other. And now you expect to
be rewarded for the virtuous couduct that was due to
the inspiration of others! But that is ynreasonable;
as you chose the Athenians, continue to fight on their
side. And do not keep reminding us of the alliance
you made then, and claim that it ought to save you
now, For you have abandoned it and in violation of its
principles have constantly aided, instead of trying to
prevent, the enslavement of the Aeginetans! and other
members of the alliance ; and that, tos, not against
your will, since you then enjoyed the laws under
which you have lived tili now and were not, like us,
under ecompulsion by another. Moreover, you
refused to accept the last proposal we made you be-
fore Plataea was invested 2—to leave you unmolested
if you would aid neither side. Who, then, would more
justly be hated by all the Hellenes than you, whe dis-
played your virtue in order to compass their injury?
Furthermore, those noble qualities which, as you
claim, you onee displayed you have now made plain
were not properly yours, but your natural longings
have been put to the proof and shown ip their
reality; for you have followed the Athenians when
they walked in the way of imiguity. Such, then,
is our affirmation regarding our unwilling medism
and your willing atticism,

LXV. “As to your last charge of wrong doing on
our part—that we unlawfully attacked your city in

1 ¢f, 1. ov., eviil,; 1L x3vii, £ o 1 Ixzil L
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time of peace and on a day of festival—we do
not think that in this matter, either, we are more at
fault than you, If it was of our own motion that we
went 1o your eity, fought you, and ravaged your land
as enemies, we are in the wrong ; but if some of your
countrymen, the leading men in both wealth and
family,! wishing to put an end to your alliance with
an outsider and to restore you to the traditions of our
fathers which are commen to all the Boeotians, of
their own free will invoked our aid, of what wrong
are we guilty ? For it is those who lead that break
the laws rather than those who follow.? Butin my
judgment neither they ner we did wrong. They,
who are just as much citizens as you and had more
at stake, opened their gates and conducted into their
own city friends, not enemies, because they wished
that the baser sort among you should not become
still worse, and that the better sort should have their
deserts, being the eensors of your politieal principles®
and not seeking to deprive the state of your persons,
but rather bringing you back into a natural union
with your kindred, and that without making you an
enemy of anyone but restoring you to peace with
ali alike.

LXVI. *“The proof that we acted in no hostile
spirit is that we wronged nobody, and made & pro-
clamation that anyone who wished to be a citizen
aceording to the hereditary ways of all the Boeotians
should come over to us. And you came gladly, and
entering inte an apreement with us you kept guiet
at first; but afterwards, when you became aware that

3 rwpporiaral, regu%n.tors or censors, those who bring others
to & right mind and are a check on vice and lawlessness. It

waa a technical term applied to magistrates, ten in number,
st Athens, who auperintended the morals of the youth,
11y
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we were few in number—even supposing we might
seem to have acted somewhat inconsiderately in
entering your town without the consent of the pop-
ular party—you did not repay us in kind, resorting
to no act of violence but endeavouring by arguments
to induce us to withdraw, but you assailed us in
violation of your agreement. Now as to those whom
you killed in hand-to-hand conflict we are not so
much grieved—for they suffered, we grant you, by a
kind of law—but as regards those whom you spared
when they stretched out their hands to you, and then,
though you afterwards promised us that you would
not kill them, lawlessly butchered—was not that an
abominable deed ? And after committing these three
wrongs within a short space of time—the violation
of your agreement, the subsequent murder of our
men, and the breaking of your promise to us not to
kill them if we spared your property in the fields—
you nevertheless assert that we were the trans-
gressors, and claim exemption from punishment for
yourselves! No, not if these judges decide aright;
but for all these crimes you must be chastised.
LXVII. “We have discussed these matters at
length, Lacedaemonians, both for your sakes and
our own, in order that you, for your part, may know
that you will justly condemn them, and we that we
have still more righteously exacted vengeance. And
let not your hearts be softened when you hear
them speak of their ancient virtues, if indeed they
ever had any; for virtues might well be a succour
to the victims of wrong, but should bring a two-fold
penalty upon the authors of a shameful deed, because
their offence is out of keeping with their character.
And let not their lamentation and pitiful wailing
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BOOK I, wxvii 2-6

avail them, nor their appeals to the sepulchres of
your fathers and their own desolate state. For
in answer we too would point out that a far more
dreadful fate befell our young men who were
butchered by them, of whose fathers some died at
Coreneat trying to win Boeotia to your cause, while
others, left desolate at home in their old age, with
far greater justice make supplication to you to take
vengeance upon these men. Pity is more worthily
bestowed upen those whe suffer an unseemly fate,
but those who, like these Plataeans, deserve their
fate afford on the contrary a subject for rejoicing.
As for their present desolation, that also is their
own fault; for of their own free will they rejected
the better alliance. They acted unlawfully without
having received provocation at our hands, but
through hatred rather than according to a just
judgment, and they could not possibly pay now a
penalty equal to their guilt, for they will suffer a
lawful sentence; and they are not, as they claim,?
stretehing out suppliant hands on the field of battle,
but have delivered themselves up -to justice under
formal agreement. Vindicate, therefore, Lacedae-
monians, the law of the Hellenes which has been
transgressed by these men, and render to us who
have suffered by their lawlessness a just recompense
for the services we have zealously given, and let us
not beeanse of their words be thrust aside when we
plead before you,® but make it plain to the Hellenes
by an exampljt; that the trials you institute will be of
deeds, not words, and that, If the deeds are good, a

i As at ch. 1xii, §, & reminder flattering to the Lacedae-
moniansy, ? ¢f. ch, lviii, 8

* Note the mocking gugﬁation of phrases in the speech of

the Plataeans, ch. lvik
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brief recital of them suffices, but if they are wrong,
speeches decked out with phrases are but veils to
hide the truth. Nay, if all leaders, like you in the
present instance, should first state the facts briefly
for all concerned,! and then pass sentence, there
will be less seeking of fair words after foul deeds.”
LXVIIL Such was the speech of the Thebans.
And the Lacedaemonian judges decided that their
ql:wstian, whether they had received any benefit from
the Plataeans in the war, would be a fair one for
them io put; for they had at all other times urged
them, they claimed, to maintain nentrality in accord-
ance with the old covenant which they had made
with Pausanias after the Persian defeat; and when
afterwards, before the investment of Plataea was
undertaken, their proposal to the Platacans that
they remain neutral in accordance with the esrlier
agreement had not beer accepted? they thought
themselves thenceforth released from all obligations
of the treaty because their own intentions had been
bonourable, and considered that they had been
wronged by the Plataeans. So they caused them to
come forward again, one st a time, and asked them the
same question, whether they had rendered any good
service to the Lacedaemonians and their alliesin the
war, and when they said “no” they led them off and
slew them, exempting no one. The number of the
Platacans that perished was not less than two hun-
dred, and of the Athenians who had taken part in
the siege twentyfive; and the women were sold as
slaves. As for the city itself, they gave occupation of

? Fhe text is certainly corrupf. Badham’s s!i‘ght change,
adepted by Hude, seems to be the simplest solution of the
diffieulty.
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it for about a year to some men of Megara who had
been driven out in consequence of a sedition, and
also to such of the surviving Plataeans as favoured
the Lacedsemonian caumse. Afterwards, however,
they razed it entirely? to the ground, and built, in the
neighbourhood of the sanctuary of Hera, an inn two
hundred feet square, with rooms all around, above
and beiow, using for this purpose the roofs and doors
of the Plataeans; and with the rest of the materisl
inside the wails, articles of copper and iron, they
tashioned couches, which they dedicated to Hera;
and they also built for her a stone temple one hun-
dred feet long. But the laml they confiscated aud
leased for ten years, and the Thebans occupied
it. Indeed it was almost wholly for the sake of
the Thebans that the Lacedaemonians in all their
dealings with the Plataeans showed themselves so
thoroughly hestile to them, thinking that the
Thebans would be serviceable in the war then just
beginning. Such was the fate of Plataea, in the
ninety-third year after they became allies of Athens,

LXIX. Meanwhile? the forty Peloponnesian ships,
which had gone to the relief of the Lesbians and
were at that time traversing the open sea in Right,
after they had first been pursued by the Athenians
and had been caught in a storm off Crete, had come
straggling back to the Peloponnesus, where they
found, at Cyilene, thirteen Lencadian and Ambraciot
triremes and Brasidas son of Tellis, who had come as
adviger te Alcidas. TFor after they had failed to cap-
ture Lesbos the Lacedaemonians wished to strengthen

1 (r, taking &x v8» fepertar with groBéuncar, as Stenp and
othera do, ** they built on the old foundationa,”
* Resuming the narrative interrupted at oh. xxxiii. 1,
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BOOK 111. rxix. 2-txx, §

their fleet and to sail to Corcyra, which was in the
throes of a revolution. The Athenians had a fleet of
only twelve ships at Naupactus, and the Lacedae-
monians desired to reach Corcyra before a larger fleet
could come from Athens to re-emforce them. It
was with this end in view that Brasidas and Alcidas
set about making their preparations.

LXX. The Corcyraeans had been in a state of
revolution ever since the home-coming of the captives
who had been taken in tbe two sea-fights off
Epidamnus? and had been released by the Corinthians.
They had nominally been set free on bail in the sum
of eight hundred talents® pledged by their proxeni,
but in fact they had been bribed to bring Corcyra
over to the Corinthian side. And these men had
been going from citizen to citizen and intrigning with
them, with a view to inducing the city to revolt
from Athens. And on the arrival of an Attic and
Corinthian ship bringing envoys, and after the envoys
had held conferences with them, the Corcyraeans
voted to continue to be allies to the Athenians
according to their agreement,® but on the other
hand to renew their former friendship with tbe
Peloponnesians. Thereapon the returned prisoners
brought Peithias,a volunteer proxenus of the Athen.
ians and leader of the populer party, to trial, charg-
ing him with trying to bring Corcyra inte servitude
to Athens. But he, being acquitted, brought suits in
turn against the five wealthiest men of their number,
alleging that they were cutting vine.poles from the
sacred precineis of Zeus and Alcinous, an offence for
which a fine of a statert for each stake was fixed by

4 If of 1d, about Hs. ; if the silver Athenian stater, sbout
the gilver Corinthian stater, about la 4d.
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law. When they had been convicted and because of
the excessive amount of the fine took refuge at the
temples as suppliants, that they might arrange for
the payment of the fine by instalments, Peithias per-
suaded the senate, of which he was also a member, to
let the law take its course. The condemned men,
seeing that they were debarred by the law from carry-
ing out their proposal and at the same time learning
that Peithias, so long as he continued to be a member
of the senate, would persist in his attempt to per-
suade the populace to conclude an offensive and de-
fensive alliance with the Athenians, banded together
and suddenly rushing into the senate with daggers
in their hands killed Peithias and others, both sena-
tors and private persons, to the number of sixty. A
few, however, who held the same political views as
Peithias, took refuge in the Attic trireme that was
still in the harbour.

LXXI. After they had taken these measures the
conspirators called the Corcyraeans together and
told them that it was all for the best, and that
now they would be least likely to be enslaved by the
Athenians ; and in future they should remain neutral
and receive neither party if they came with more
than one ship, regarding any larger number as
hostile. Having thus spoken they compelled the
people to ratify their proposal. They also sent at
once to Athens envoys to explain recent events at
Corcyra, showing how these were for the interests
of Athens, and to persuade those who had taken
refuge there to do nothing prejudicial to them, in
order that there might not be a reaction against
Corcyra! LXXIIL But when the envoys arrived,
the Athenians arrested them as revolutionists, and
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deposited them in Aegina, together with such of the
fugitives as they had won over,

Meanwhile the dominant party at Corcyra, on the
arrival of a Corinthian trireme with Lacedaemontan
envoys, attacked the people and were victorious in
the fight. But when night came on the people fled
for refuge to the acropolis and the high places of the
city, and getting together in a body established
themselves there. They held also the Hyllaic har-
beur,! while the other party seized the quarter of the
market-place where most of them lived, and the
harbour?® adjacent to it which faces the mainland
LXXIHI. On the next day they skirmished a little,
and both parties sent messengers round into the
fields, calling upon the slaves and offering them
freedom ; and a majority of the slaves made eomamon
cause with the people, while the other party gained
the support of eight hundred mercenaries from the
mainland. LXXIV. After a day's interval another
battle oceurred, and the people won, as they had
the advantage in the strength of their position as
well as in numbers. The women also boldly took
part with them in the fight, hurling tiles from the
houses and enduring the uproar with a courage be-
yond their sex. But abeut twilight, when their forces
had been roated, the oligarchs, fearing lest the
people, if they came on, might at the first onset get
possession of the arsenal and put them to the sword,
set fire to the dwelling-houses around the market-
place and to the tenements,® in order to prevent an
assault, sparing neither their own houses nor those
of others. The result was that much merchandise

' ‘Probably the present bay Chalikiopulon. * Now bay of
Kustrads. * Large buildings rented to several poor families
{== énsulae at Rome).
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was burned up and that the whole city was in im-
minent danger of being entirely destroyed if a wind
blowing toward the city had sprung up to reinforce
the flames. And during the night, after they had
desisted from battle, both parties rested but re-
mained on the alert; and now that the people had
got the upper hand the Corinthian ship slipped out
to sea, and most of the mercenaries were secretly
conveyed over to the mainland.

LXXV. On the following day Nicostratus son of
Diitrephes, general of the Athenians, came to their
assistance from Naupactus with twelve ships and five
hundred Messenian hoplites. He tried to negotiate a
settlement between the factions, and succeeded in
persuading them to come to a mutual agreement:
that the twelve men who were chiefly to blame
should be brought to trial (whereupon they fled at
once) and that the rest should make peace with
each other and dwell together, and enter into an
offensive and defensive alliance with the Athenians.
When he had accomplished this, he was about to
sail away; but the leaders of the people persuaded
him to leave them five of his ships, that their
opponents might be somewhat less inclined to dis--
turbance, agreeing on their part to man and send
with him an equal number of their own ships. He
agreed, and they began to tell off their personal
enemies as crews for the ships. But these, fearing
that they might be sent off to Athens, sat down
as suppliants in the temple of the Dioscuri. Nico-
stratus, however, urged them to rise and tried to
reassure them. But when he could not induce them
to rise, the people took this pretext to arm them-
selves, interpreting their distrust and refusal to sail
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with Nicostratus as proof that their intentions were
anything but good. Accordingly they took arms
from their houses, and would have slain some of the
oligarchs whom they chanced to meet, if Nicostratus
had not prevented them. The rest, seeing what was
going on, sat down as suppliants in the temple of
Hera, and they were not less than four hundred in
number. But the people, fearing that they might
start a revolution, persuaded them to rise and con-
veyed them over to the island which lies in front of
the temple of Hera; and provisions were regularly
sent to them there.

LXXVI. At this stage of the revolution, on the
fourth or fifth day after the transfer of the men to
the island, the Peloponnesian ships arrived! from
Cyllene, where they had been lying at anchor since
their voyage from lonia, being fifty-three in number;
and Alcidas was in command of them as before,
with Brasidas on board as his adviser. They came to
anchor first at Sybota, a harbour of the mainland, and
then at daybreak sailed for Corcyra. LXXVII. But
the Corcyraeans,? being in great confusion and thrown
into a panic by the state of affairs in the city as well
as by the approaching fleet, proceeded to equip sixty
ships and at the same time to send them out against
the enemy as fast as they were manned, although
the Athenians urged that they themselves be per-
mitted to sail out first, and that the Corcyraeans
should come out afterwards with all their ships in a
body. But when their ships were near the enemy,
scattered here and there, two of them deserted
immediately, while in others the crews were fighting
one another; and there was no order in anything

1 ¢f. ch. Ixix. 1.
3 1.e. the democratic party, now in control.
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they did. And when the Peloponnesians saw their
confusion they arrayed only twenty ships against
the Corcyraeans, and all the rest against the twelve
Athenisan ships, among which were the two sacred
ships, the Salaminia and the Paralos.

LXXVIIL. Now the Corcyraeans, since they were
attacking in disorder and with few ships at a time,
were having trouble in their part of the battle; and
the Athenians, fearing the enemy’s superior numbers
and seeing the danger of being surrounded, did not
attack the whole body together nor the centre of
the ships that were arrayed against them, but charged
upon one of the wings and sank a single ship. And
then, when the Peloponnesians after thiz move
formed their ships in a circle, they kept sailing round
the Peloponnesian fleet, trying to throw it into
confusion. But those who were facing the Corey-
racans, perceiving this manceuvre and fearing a
repetition of what happened at Naupactus,! came to
the rescue, and the whole fleet, now united, advanced
simultaneously upon the Athenians. Thereupon the
Atheniane hegan to retire, backing water,? boping at
' the same time that the Corcyraean ships might as
far as possible escape into harbour® as they them-
selves retired slowly and the enemy’s attacks were
directed only agaiust them. Such then was the
course of the battle, which lasted il sunset.

LXXI1X. The Corcyraeans, fearing that the
enemy, confident of victory, might sail against the
city and either take on board the prisoners on the
island or comsmit some other act of violence, trans-
ferred these prisoners once more to the temple of

?ogf, 11 lxxxiv. ¥ 4.e. keeping their faces to the enemy.

3 { e, with as many ships as posaible ; as it was thoy lost
thirteen ships.
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Hera and then took measures to protect the city.
The Peloponnesians, however, although they were
the victors in the naval battle, did not venture to
attack the city, but with thirteen Corcyraean ships
which they had taken sailed back to the harbour on
the mainland from which they had set out. On the
next day they were no more inclined to attack the
city, though the inhabitants were in a state of great
confusion and fear, and though Brasidas, it is said,
urged Alcidas to do so, but did not have equal
authority with him. Instead, they merely landed on
the promontory of Leucimne and ravaged the fields.

LXXX. Meanwhile the people of Corcyra, becom-
ing alarmed lest the ships should attack them,
conferred with the suppliants and also with the other
members of the opposite faction on the best means of
saving the city. And some of them they persuaded
to go on board the ships; for in spite of all the
Corcyraeans had manned thirty ships. But the
Peloponnesians, after ravaging the land till midday,
sailed away, and toward night a signal was flashed to
them that forty Athenian ships were approaching
from Leucas. These ships had been sent by the
Athenians, under the command of Eurymedon son
of Thucles, when they learned of the revolution at
Corcyra and that the fleet under Alcidas was about
to sail thither.

LXXXI. The Peloponnesians accordingly set sail
that very night for home, going with all speed and
keeping close to the shore; and hauling their ships
across the Leucadian isthmus,! in order to avoid being
seen, as they would be if they sailed around, they got

1 This isthmus was the &krh #melpov of Homer (w 378),

now Santa Maura, the neck of land, about three stadia in
width, joining Leucas with the mainland.
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away. Now the Corcyraeans had no sooner perceived
that the Athenian fleet was approaching and that
the enemy’s fleet had gone than they secretly
brought the Messenians,! who had till then been out-
side the walls, into the city, and ordered the ships
which they had manned to sail round into the
Hyllaic harbour 2; then while these were on their
way thither they slew any of their personal enemies
whom they could lay hands upon. They also put
ashore and despatched all those on board the ships
whom they had persuaded to go aboard, then went
into the temple of Hera, persuaded about fifty of
the suppliants there to submit to trial, and con-
demned them all to death. But most of the sup-
pliants, not having consented to be tried, when
they saw what was happening set about destroying
one another in the sacred precinct itself, while a
few hanged themselves on trees, and still others
made away with themselves as best they could. And
during the seven days that Eurymedon, after his
arrival, stayed there with his sixty ships, the Cor-
cyraeans continued slaughtering such of their fellow-
citizens as they considered to be their personal
enemies. The charge they brought was of conspiring
to overthrow the democracy, but some were in fact
put to death merely to satisfy private enmity, and
others, because money was owing to them, were slain
by those who had borrowed it. Death in every form
ensued, and whatever horrors are wont to be per-
petrated at such times all happened then—aye, and
even worse. For father slew son, men were dragged

? The object was that the oligarchs on them might be cut
off from their friends in the neighbourhood of the agora and
in the temple of Hera.
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from the temples and slain near them, and some
were even walled up in the temple of Dionysus and

yrished there.
XXXII. To such excesses of savagery did the
revolution go ; and it seemed the more savage, because
it was among the first that occurred ; for afterwards
practically the whole Hellenic world was convulsed,
since in each state the leaders of the democratic
factions were at variance with the oligarchs, the
former seeking to bring in the Athenians, the latter
the Lacedaemonians. And while in time of peace
they would have had no pretext for asking their
intervention, nor any inclination to do so, yet now
that these two states were at war, either faction in
the various cities, if it desired a revolution, found
it easy to bring in allies also, for the discomfiture at
one stroke of its opponents and the strengthening
of its own cause. And so there fell upon the cities
on account of revolutions many grievous calamities,
such as happen and always will happen while human
nature is the same, but which are severer or milder,
and different in their manifestations, according as
the variations in circumstances present themselves
in each case. For in peace and prosperity both
states and individuals have gentler feelings, because
men are not then forced to face conditions of dire
necessity ; but war, which robs men of the easy
supply of their daily wants, is a rough schoolmaster
and creates in most people a temper that matches
their condition.

And so the cities began to be disturbed by revolu-
tions, and those that fell into this state later, on
hearing of what had been done before, carried to
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% Or, ‘‘Fair words proffered by their opponents they re-
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still more extravagant lengths the invention of new
devices, both by the extreme ingenuity of their
attacks and the monstrousness of their revenges.
The ordinary acceptation of words in their relation to
things was changed as men thought fit. Reckless
audacity came to be regarded as courageous loyalty
to party, prudent hesitation as specious cowardice,
moderation as a cloak for unmanly weakness, and
to be clever in everything was to do naught in any-
thing. Frantic impulsiveness was accounted a true
man’s part, but caution in deliberation a specious
pretext for shirking. The hot-headed man was
always trusted, his opponent suspected. He who
succeeded in a plot was clever, and he who had
detected one was still shrewder ; on the other hand,
he who made it his aim to have no need of such
things! was a disrupter of party and scared of his
opponents. In a word, both he that got ahead of
another who intended to do something evil and he
that prompted to evil one who had never thought of
of it were alike commended. Furthermore, the tie
of blood was weaker than the tie of party, because
the partisan was more ready to dare without demur;
for such associations are not entered into for the
public good in conformity with the prescribed laws,
but for selfish aggrandisement contrary to the estab-
lished laws. Their pledges to one another were
confirmed not so much by divine law as by common
transgression of the law. Fair words proffered by
opponents, if these had the upper hand, were re-
ceived with caution as to their actions and not in a
generous spirit.2 To get revenge on some one was

ceived, if they had the upper hand, by vigilant action rather
than with frank generosity.”
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more valued than never to have suffered injury
oneself. And if in any case oaths of reconcilement
were exchanged, for the moment only were they bind-
ing, since each side had given them merely to meet
the emergency, having at the time no other resource;
but he who, when the opportunity offered and he
saw his enemy off his guard, was the first to pluck up
courage, found his revenge sweeter because of the
violated pledge than if he had openly attacked, and
took into account not only the greater safety of such
a course, but also that, by winning through deceit,
he was gaining besides the prize of astuteness. And
in general it is easier for rogues to get themselves
called clever than for the stupid to be reputed
good,! and they are ashamed of the one but glory in
the other.

The cause of all these evils was the desire to rule
which greed and ambition inspire, and also, springing
from them, that ardour? which belongs to men who
once have become engaged in factious rivalry. For
those who emerged as party leaders in the several
cities, by assuming on either side a fair-sounding
name, the one using as its catch-word < political
equality for the masses under the law,” the other
¢ temperate aristocracy,” 3 while they pretended to be
devoted to the common weal, in reality made it their
prize ; striving in every way to get the better of each
other they dared the most awful deeds, and sought
revenges still more awful, not pursuing these within
the bounds of justice and the public weal, but limit-
ing them, both parties alike, only by the moment’s

3 Or, Td mpdOupov, *‘ party-spirit.”

3 For the objectionable terms ‘‘ democracy” (3nuoxparia)
and ‘“oligarchy ” (éAryapxia).
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caprice ; and they were ready, either by passing an
unjust sentence of condemnation or by winning the
upper hand through acts of violence, to glut the
animosity of the moment. The result was that
though neither had any regard for true piety, yet
those who could carry through an odious deed under
the cloak of a specious phrase received the higher
praise. And citizens who belonged to neither party
were continually destroyed by both, either because
they would not make common cause with them, or
through mere jealousy that they should survive.

LXXXIII. So it was that every form of depravity -
showed itself in Hellas in consequence of its revolu-
tions, and that simplicity, which is the chief element
of a noble nature, was laughed to scorn and dis-
appeared, while mutual antagonism of feeling, com-
bined with mistrust, prevailed far and wide. For
there was no assurance binding enough, no oath
terrible enough, to reconcile men ; but always, if they
were stronger,! since they accounted all security
hopeless, they were rather disposed to take pre-
cautions against being wronged than able to trust
others. And it was generally those of meaner intel-
lect who won the day; for being afraid of their own
defects and of their opponents’ sagacity, in order
that they might not be worsted in words, and, by
reason of their opponents’ intellectual versatility
find themselves unawares victims of their plots, they
boldly resorted to deeds. Their opponents, on the
other hand, contemptuously assuming that they
would be aware in time and that there was no need
to secure by deeds what they might have by wit,
were taken off their guard and perished in greater
numbers.
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LXXXIV} it was in Coreyra, then, that most of
these atrocities were first committed—all the acts of
retaliation which men who are governed with high-
handed insclence rather than with moederation are
likely $o commit upon their rulers when these at last
afford them opportunity for revenge; or such as men
resolve upon contrary te justice when they seek
release from their accustomed poverty, and in con-
sequence of their sufferings are likely to be most
eager for their neighbours’ goods;? and assaults
of pitiless cruelty, such as men make, not with a
view to gain, but when, being on terms of com-
plete equality with their foe, they are utterly carried
away by uncontrollable passion. At this erisis, when
the life of the city had been thrown into utter
confusion, human nature, now triumphant over the
laws, and accustomed even in spite of the laws te
do wrong, took delight in showing that its passions
were ungovernable, that it was stronger than justice
and an enemy te all superiority. For surely no man
would have put revenge before religion, und gain
hefore innocence of wrong, had not envy swayed him
with her blighting power. Indeed, men do not
hesitate, when they seek to avenge themselves upon
others, to abrogate in advance the common principles
observed in such cases—those principles upon which
depends every man’s own hope of salvation should
he himself be overtaken by misfortune—thus failing
to leave them in force against the time when per-
chance 2 man in peril shall have need of some one
of them.
the ancient grammarians, is not mentioned by Dionysius of
Haliosrnassus, and is obselized in Codex ¥,

2 Or, pdriere ¥ & Eid wdfous émbupabvres, ** would Dbe
above all men passionntely eager for. . ."
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LXXXV. Such then were the first outbreaks of
passion which the Corcyraeans who remained at home
indulged in toward each other; and Eurymedon
sailed away with the Athenian fleet. Later, how-
ever, the Corcyraean fugitives, of whom about five
hundred?! had got safely across to the mainland, seized
some forts there, and thus dominating the territory
belonging to Corcyra on the opposite coast made it a
base from which they plundered the people of the
island and did them much harm, so that a severe
famine arose in the city. They also sent envoys to
Lacedaemon and Corinth to negotiate for their restor-
ation ; but since nothing was accomplished by these
they afterwards procured boats and mercenaries and
crossed over to the island, about six hundred in all.
They then burned their boats, in order that they
might despair of success unless they dominated the
country, and went up to Mt. Istone, and after
building a fort there began to destroy the people in
the city, exercising dominion over the country.

LXXXVI. Toward the close of the same summer
the Athenians sent twenty ships to Sicily under the
command of Laches son of Melanopus and Charoeades
son of Euphiletus. For the Syracusans and the
Leontines were now at war with each other. In
alliance with the Syracusans were all the Dorian
cities except Camarina—the cities which at the out-
break of the war had joined the Lacedaemonian
alliance, although they had taken no active part in
the war—while the Chalcidian cities and Camarina
were allies of the Leontines. In Italy the Locrians
allied themselves with the Syracusans, and the Rhe-
gians with the Leontines, because they were kins-
men.2  The Leontines and their allies sent an

1 ¢f. ch. xx. 2. 2 ¢f. vI. xliv. 3. 153
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embassy ! to Athens and urged them, both on the
ground of an earlier alliance? and because they
were Ionians, to send them ships; for they were
being excluded from both the land and the sea by
the Syracusans. And the Athenians sent the ships,
professedly on the ground of their relationship, but
really because they wished to prevent the importation
of grain from Sicily into the Peloponnesus, and also
to make a preliminary test whether the affairs of Sicily
could be brought under their own control. So they
established themselves at Rhegium in Italy and pro-
ceeded to carry on the war in concert with their
allies. And the summer ended.

LXXXVIIL In the course of the following winter
the plague again3 fell upon the Athenians; and in-
deed it had not died out at any time entirely, though
there had been a period of respite. And it continued
the second time not less than a year, having run for
two full years on the previous occasion,so that the
Athenians were more distressed by it than by any
other misfortune and their power more crippled.* For
no fewer than four thousand four hundred of those
enrolled as hoplites died and also three hundred
cavalry, and of the populace a number that could not
be ascertained. It was at this time also that the
great number of earthquakes occurred at Athens, in
Euboea, and in Boeotia,and especially at Orchomenus
in Boeotia.

LXXXVIII. The same winter the Athenians in
Sicily and the Rhegians made an expedition with thirty

¢ This statement may have been written without a know-
ledge of the later events of the war, especially the unhappy
issue of the Sicilian expedition (see Introd. p. xiii.)—unless
Stvauus be taken to mean ‘fighting strength,” or something
narrower than ‘‘ power.”
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ships against the islands of Aeolus, as they are called ;
for it was impossible to invade them in the summer
_time on account of the lack of water there. These
islands are occupied by the Liparaeans, who are
colonists of the Cnidians. They have their homes
on one of the islands, which is not large, called
Lipara, and from this go out and cultivate the rest,
namely Didyme, Strongyle and Hiera.!  The
people of this region believe that Hephaestus has
his forge in Hiera, because this island is seen
to send up a great flame of fire at night and
smoke by day. The islands lie over against the
territory of the Sicels and the Messenians, and
were in alliance with the Syracusans; the Athen-
ians, therefore, laid waste their land, but since the
inhabitants would not come over to their side they
sailed back to Rhegium. And the winter ended, and
with it the fifth year of this war of which Thucydides
wrote the history.

LXXXIX. In the following summer the Pelopon-
nesians and their allies, led by Agis son of Archida-
mus, king of the Lacedaemonians, advanced as far as
the Isthmus with the intention of invading Attica ;
but a great many earthquakes occurred, causing
them to turn back again, and no invasion took place.
At about the same time, while the earthquakes
prevailed, the sea at Orobiae in Euboea receded
from what was then the shore-line, and then coming
on in a great wave overran a portion of the city.
One part of the flood subsided, but another en-
gulfed the shore, so that what was land before is

volcano, has recently become especially notable on account
of its nearness to Messina and Reggio, where the great earth-
quake occurred, Dec. 28, 1908.
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now sea; and it destroyed of the people as many
as could not run up to the high ground in time.
In the neighbourhood also of the island of Atalante,
which lies off the coast of Opuntian Locris, there
was a similar inundation, which carried away a part
of the Athenian fort there,® and wrecked one of
two ships which had been drawn up on the shore.
At Peparethos likewise there was a recession of the
waters, but no inundation; and there was an earth-
quake, which threw down a part of the wall as well
as the prytaneum and a few other houses. And the
cause of such a phenomenon, in my own opinion, was
this : at that point where the shock of the earthquake
was greatest the sea was driven back, then, suddenly
returning 2 with increased violence, made the inunda-
tion ; but without an earthquake, it seems to me, sucha
thing would not have happened,

XC. During the same summer war was being waged
in Sicily, not only by other peoples as they each had
occasion to do so, but also by the Siceliots them-
selves, who were campaigning against one another,
and likewise by the Athenians in concert with their
allies; but I shall mention only the most memorable
things done by the Athenians in concert with their
allies, or against the Athenians by their opponents.
After Charoeades, the Athenian general, had been
slain in battle by the Syracusans, Laches, being now
in sole command of the fleet, made an expedition
with the allies against Mylae, a town belonging to
the Messenians. It so happened that two divisions

effect was indirect, being immediately caused by the recoil
of the sea after the earthquake was over ; hence Th» 6dAac-
cav, and not, as we might expect, Td» ceicudy, is the subject
of xoweiv. awooTéAAew either active or neuter.” (Jowett.)
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of the Messenians were in garrison at Mylae, and
that these had laid an ambush against the men who
had landed from the ships. The Athenians and their
allies, however, put to rout the ambushing troops,
slaying many of them; then, assaulting the fortifi-
cation, they compelled its defenders to surrender
the acropolis by agreement and march with them
against Messene. After this, on the approach of the
Athenians and their allies, the Messenians also sub-
mitted, giving hostages and offering the other
customary pledges of good faith,

XCI. That same summer the Athenians sent thirty
ships round the Peloponnesus under the command
of Demosthenes son of Alcisthenes and Procles son
of Theodorus, and sixty ships and twoe thousand
hoplites under the command of Nicias son of Nicera-
fus, to Melos. For the Melians, although they were
islanders,! were unwilling to be subject to Athens
or even to join their alliance, and the Athenians
wished to bring them over. But when they would
not submit, even sfter their land had been ravaged,
the Athenians left Melos and sailed to Oropus in the
territory of Grafa, and the hoplites, landing there at
nightfall, proceeded at once by land to Tanagra in
Boeotia. There they were met by the Athenians
from the city in full force, who, under the command
of Hipponicus son of Cailiag and Eurymedon son of
Thucles, came overland apon a concerted signal and
joined them. And after they had made camp they
spent that day in ravaging the territory of Tanagra,
and also passed the night there. On the next day

t Phe Melians and Thersesns, as Laconian colonists [v.

Ixxxiv. 2), alone in the Cyclades held alcof from the Athe.
nign ailiance,
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they defeated in battle the men of Tanagra who came
out against them, as well as some Thebans who had
come to their aid, then taking possession of the arms
of the fallen and setting up a trophy they returned,
the one party to the city, the other to the ships. And
Niciag sailed along the coast with his sixiy ships,
ravaged the seaboard of Leeris, and then returned
home.

XClI. It wasabout this tirne that the Lacedaemoni-
ans established Heracleia, their colony in Trachinia,
with the following object in view. The people of
Malia, considered as a whole, consist of three divisions,
Paralians, Hiereans, and Trachinians, Qf these the
Trachinians, after they had been ruined in war by
their neighbours the Oetzeans, at first intended to
attach themselves to the Athenians, but, fearing that
these might net be loyal, sent to Lacedaemon,
choosing Teisamenus as their envoy. And envoys
from Doris, the mother city of the ]{acedaemonians,
aiso took part in the embassy, making the same
request, for they too were leing ruined by the
Qetaeans. After hearing their appeal, the Lacedae-
monians were of the opinion that they should send
out the colony, wishing to aid Loth the Trachinians
and the Dorians. At the same time, the site of the
proposed city seemed to them well adapted for carry-
ing on the war against Athens; for a fleet could be
equipped there for an attack upon Huboea and the
crossing thus made from a short distance away, and
the piace would also be useful for expeditions along
the coast towards Thrace. In short, they were eager
to found the settiement. They therefore first con-
sulted the god at Delphi, and at his bidding sent
out the colopists, consisting of both Sparians and
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Perioeci,! and they invited any other Hellenes who
so desired to accompany them, except Ionians and
Achaeans and certain other races. The founders of
the colony in charge of the expedition were three
Lacedaemonians, Leon, Alcidas, and Damagon.
When they had established themselves they built a
new wall about the city, which is now called Heracleia,
and is about forty stadia distant from Thermopylae
and twenty from the sea. They then proceeded to
build dockyards, and in order that the place might
be easy to guard fenced off the approach on the side
toward Thermopylae by a wall across the pass itself.
XCIII. As for the Athenians, while the colonists
were being gathered for this city, they at first became
alarmed, thinking it was being established chiefly as
a menace to Euboea, because it is only a short distance
across from here to Cenaeum in Euboea. Afterwards,
however, the matter turned out contrary to their ex-
pectations ; for no harm came from the city. And the
reasons were as follows: the Thessalians, who were the
paramount power in those regions and whose territory
was being menaced by the settlement, fearing that
their new neighbours might become very powerful,
began to harry and make war continually upon the
new settlers, until they finally wore them out, although
they had at first been very numerous ; for, since the
Lacedaemonians were founding the colony, everybody
came boldly, thinking the city secure. One of the
principal causes, however, was that the governors
sent out by the Lacedaemonians themselves ruined
the undertaking and reduced the population to a
handful, frightening most of the settlers away by
1 The old inhabitants, chiefly of Achaean stock, who had
been reduced to a condition of dependence (not slavery) by
the Dorians. 65
1
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their harsh and sometimes unjust administration, so
that at length their neighbours more easily prevailed
over them. ' '

ACIV. During the same summer, and at about the
time when the Athenians were detained at Melos,
the troops of the thirty Athenian ships that were
eruising round the Peloponnesus first set an ambush
at Ellomenus in Leucadia and killed some of the
garrison, and then, luter on, went against Leucas
with a greater armament, which consisted of all the
Acarnanians, who joined the expedition with their
entire forces (with the exception of the people of
Oeniadae), some Zacynthians and Cephallenians,
and fifteen ships from Corcyra. The Leucadians, find-
ing themselves outhumbered, were obliged to remain
quiet, although their lands were being ravaged both
without and within the isthmus,’ where stands Leucas
and the temple of Apolio; but the Acarnanians tried
to induce Demosthenes, the Athenian general, to
shut thent in by a wall, thinking they could easily
reduce them by siege and thus rid themselves of a
city that was always hostile to them. But just at
this time Demosthenes was persuaded by the Mes-
senians that it was & fine opportunity for him, seeing
that so large an army was collected, to attack the
Actolians, because they were hostile to Naupactus,
and also because, if he defeated them, he would find
it easy to bring the rest of the mainland in that region
into subjection to the Athenians. The Aetolians,
they explained, were, it was true, a great and warlike

sand before the Peloponnesian war, as is evident from con.
stant allusions to hauling ships across. It is clear from the
context that the territory of the Leucadiang ineluded a part
of the meinland of Acarnenia.
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people, but as they lived in unwalled villages, which,
moreover, were widely separated, and as they used
only light armour, they could be subdued without
difficulty before they could unite for mutual defence.
And they advised him to attack the Apodotians first,
then the Ophioneans, and after them the Eurytanians.
These last constitute the largest division of the
Aetolians, their speech is more unintelligible than
that of the other Aetolians, and, according to report,
they are eaters of raw flesh. If these tribes were
subdued, they said, the rest would readily yield.
XCV. Demosthenes was induced to make this
decision, not only by his desire to please the Mes-
senians, but chiefly because he thought that, without
help from Athens, he would be able with his allies
from the mainland, once the Aetolians had joined
him, to make an overland expedition against the
Boeotians by passing through the country of the
Ozolian Locrians to Cytinium in Doris, keeping
Parnassus on the right, until he should descend into
Phocian territory. The Phocians would presumably
be eager to join the expedition in view of their
traditional friendship with Athens, or else could be
forced to do so; and Phocis is on the very borders of
Boeotia. So he set sail from Leucas with his whole
armament in spite of the unwillingness of the
Acarnanians and went along the coast to Sollium.
There he made his plan known to the Acarnanians,
but they would not agree to it because of his refusal
to invest Leucas; he therefore set out upon his
expedition against the Aetolians without them,
taking the rest of his army, which consisted of
Cephallenians, Messenians, Zacynthians, and three
hundred Athenian marines from his own ships—for
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the fifteen Corcyraean ships had gone back home.
The base from which he started was Oeneon in
Locris. The people of this country, Ozolian Locris,
were allies, and they with their whole force were to
meet the Athenians in the interior; for since they
were neighbours of the Aetolians and used the same
sort of arms, it was believed that their help would
be of great service on the expedition on account
of their knowledge both of the Aetolian manner of
fighting and of the country.

XCVI. He bivouacked with his army in the pre-
cinct of Nemean Zeus, where the poet Hesiod! is
said to have been killed by the men of that region,
an oracle having foretold to him that he should suffer
this fate at Nemea ; then he set out at daybreak for
Aetolia. On the first day he took Potidania, on
the second Crocyleum, on the third Teichium. There
he remained, sending his booty back to Eupalium in
Locris ; for his intention was to subdue the other
places first, and then, in case the Ophioneans would
not submit, to return to Naupactus and make a
second expedition against them. But all these pre-
parations did not escape the notice of the Aetolians,
either when the design was first being formed or
afterwards; indeed his army had no sooner invaded
their country than they all began to rally in great
force, so that help came even from the remotest
tribes of the Ophioneans, who stretch as far as the
Maliac Gulf, and from the Bomians and Callians.

XCVII. The Messenians, however, gave Demos-
thenes about the same advice as at first : informing
him that the conquest of the Aetolians was easy,

! For the particulars of the tradition, ¢f. Plut. Sept. Sap.
Conv. xix.
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they urged him to proceed as quickly as possible
against the villages, not waiting until they should all
unite and array themselves against him, but trying
to take the first village in his way. Yielding to their
advice and being hopeful because of his good fortune,
since he was meeting with no opposition, he did not
wait for the Locrians, who were to have brought him
reinforcements—for he was greatly in need of light-
armed men that were javelin-throwers—but advanced
against Aegitium and took it by storm at the first
onset. For the inhabitants secretly fled and took
post on the hills above the city, which stood on high
ground about eighty stadia from the sea. But the
Aetolians, who by this time had come to the rescue
of Aegitium, attacked the Athenians and their allies,
running down from the hills on every side and
showering javelins upon them, then retreating when-
ever the Athenian army advanced and advancing
whenever they retreated. Indeed, the battle con-
tinued for a long time in this fashion, alternate
pursuits and retreats, and in both the Athenians had
the worst of it.

XCVIII. Now so long as their bowmen had arrows
and were able to use them the Athenians held out,
for the Aetolian troops were light-armed and so, while
they were exposed to the arrows, they were con-
stantly driven back. But when the captain of the
archers had been killed and his men scattered, and the
hoplites were worn out, since they had been engaged
for a long time in the unremitting struggle and the
Aetolians were pressing them hard and hurling
javelins upon them, they at last turned and fled, and
falling into ravines from which there was no way out
and into places with which they were unacquainted,
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they perished ; for Chromon, the Messenian, who had
been their guide on the way, had unfortunately
been killed. The Aetolians kept plying their javelins,
and being swift of foot and lightly equipped, follow-
ing at their heels they caught many there in the
rout and slew them ; but the greater number missed
the roads and got into the forest, from which there
were no paths out, and the Aetolians brought fire
and set the woods ablaze around them. Then every
manner of flight was essayed and every manner of
destruction befell the army of the Athenians, and
it was only with difficulty that the survivors escaped
to the sea at Oeneon in Locris, whence they had set
out. Many of the allies were slain, and of the
Athenians themselves about one hundred and twenty
hoplites. So great a number of men, and all of the
same age, perished here, the best men in truth
whom the city of Athens lost in this war; and
Procles, one of the two generals, perished also.
When they had received back their dead from the
Aetolians under a truce and had retreated to Nau-.
pactus, they were afterwards taken back by the fleet
to Athens. Demosthenes, however,remained behind
in Naupactus and the region round about, for he was
afraid of the Athenians because of what had happened.

XCIX. About the same time the Athenian forces
over in Sicily sailed to Locris! and disembarking
there defeated the Locrians who came against them
and took a guard-house which was situated on the
river Halex.

C. During the same summer the Aetolians, who had
previously sent three envoys to Corinth and Lace-
daemon, namely Tolophus the Ophionean, Boriades

! i.e. the territory of the Epizephyrian Locri, north of
Rhegium in Italy. 175
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the Eurytanian, and Teisander the Apodotian, urged
them to send an army against Naupactus because
this city had brought the Athenians against them.
So towards autumn the Lacedaemonians sent three
thousand hoplites of their allies, among whom were
six hundred from Heracleia, the city which had re-
cently been founded in Trachis. The commander of
the expedition was Eurylochus a Spartan, who was ac-
companied by the Spartans Macarius and Menedaius,
CI. And when the army was collected at Delphi,
Eurylochus sent a herald to the Ozolian Locrians ;
for the road to Naupactus lay through their territory,
and he also wished to induce them to revolt from
Athens. Of the Locrians the people of Amphissa
co-operated with him chiefly, these being afraid on
account of their enmity to the Phocians; and after
these had taken the lead in giving bim hostages
they persuaded the rest, who were afraid of the
invading army, to do likewise—first their neighbours
the Myoneans, who held the country from which
Locris was most difficult of access, then the Ipneans,
Messapians, Tritaeeans,Chalaeans, Tolophonians, Hes-
sians and Oeantheans. All these tribes also took part
in the expedition. The Olpaeans gave hostages, but
did not take the field with the others; and the
Hyaeans refused to give hostages until a village of
theirs, Polis by name, was taken.

CIL. When all preparations had been made, and
the hostages had been deposited at Cytinium in
Doris, Eurylochus advanced with his army against
Naupactus through the Locrian territory, taking on
his march two of their towns, Oeneon and Eupalium,
which refused to yield. And when they reached the
territory of Naupactus, the Aetolians meanwhile
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1 i¢ the fleet of the Acarnanians themselves; the thirty
Athenian ships, which Demosthenes had commanded, had
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having come to their support, they ravaged the land
and took the ocuter town, which was not fortified;
and advancing against Molyereium, a colony founded
by the Corinthians but subject to Athens, they tock
it, But Demosthenes the Athenian, who happened
o have remained in the neighbourhood of Naupactus
after his retreat from Aetolia, got information of the
expedition, and fearing for the town went and
persuaded the Acarpapians, though with difficelty
on aceount of his withdrawal from Leucas, to come to
the aid of Naupactus. And they sent with him on
board the fleet! one thousand hoeplites, who entered
the place and savedit; for there was danger that
they might not be able to hold out, since the walls
were extensive aud the defenders few in number
Eurylochus and his men, perceiving that the army
had entered and that it was impossible to take the
town by storm, now withdrew, not to the Pelopon-
nesus, but to the distriet of Aeolis, as it is now called,
to Calydon, namely, and Pleuron, and the other
towns of that region, and to Proschivm in Aetolia.
For the Ambraciots came and urged him  te join
them in an attack upon Amphilochian Argos and the
rest of Amphilochia, and at the same time upon
Acarnania, saying that if they got control of these
places all the mainland wouid be brought into
ailiance with the Lacedaemonians. Eurylochus was
persuaded, and dismissing the Aetolians remained
inactive, keeping his army in these regions until
the Ambraciots should take the field and the time
shouid come for him to join them in the neighbour-
lioed of Argos. And the summer ended.

returned to Athens (ch. xeviil. §), while those mentioned
¢h. ov. 3 did not come ill later.
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CIli. The following winter the Athenians in seso
Sicily, with their Hellenic allies and such of the
Sicels ag had Dbeen unwilling subjects and allies of
the Syracusans but had now revolted from them and
were taking sides with the Athenians, attacked the
Sicel town Inessa, the acropolis of which was held
by the Syracusans, but being unable to take it they
departed. On their retreat, however, the allies, who
were in the rear of the Athenians, were attacked by
the Syracusan garrison of the fort, who fell npon them
and put to flight part of the army, killing not a few
of them. After this Laches and the Athenians took
the fleet and made several descents upon Loeris; and
at the river Caicinus they defeated in battle about
three hundred Locerians who came out against them,
under the command of Proxenus son of Capato, took
the arms of the fallen, and returned to Rhegium.

CIV. During the same winter the Athenians puri-
fied Delos in compliance with a certain oracle. It
had been purified before by Peisistratus the tyrant,
not indeed the whole of the island but that portion of
it which was visible from the temple ; but at this
time the whole of it was purified, and in the following
manner. All the sepulehres of the dead that were
in Delos they removed, and proclaimed that there.
after no one should either die or give birth to a chiid
on the island, but should first be carried over to
Rheneia. For Rheneia is so short a distance from
Delos that Polycrates the tyrant of Samos, who for
some thme was powerful on the sea and not oniy
gained control of the other islands? but also seized
Rheneia, dedicated this island to the Delian Apollo,

i First tyranny 560 .0.; death 527 s.c.
# The Cyoludes,
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¥ garore, Camerarius’ conjecture, now generally adopted,
for the Vulgate dan® Grs, which Hade retaina.

1 ¢ Ag & symbolical expression of indissoluble union ™

{Curtins}.

? j.e celebrated every fifth year.

* Homer is clearly vegarded by Thuaeydides as the aunthor
of the hymn here cited, How definite & personality he was
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and bound it with a chain to Delos.! It was at this
time, after the purification, that the Athenians first
celebrated their penteteric® festival in Delos. There
had indeed in ancient times been a great gathering
at Delos of the Ionians and the inlabitants of the
neighbouring islands ; and they used to resort to the
festival with their wives and children, as the Ionians
now do to the Ephesian games; and a contest was
formerly held there, both gymnastic and musical, and”
choruses were sent thither by the cities. The best
evidence that the festival was of this character is
given by Homer?3 in the following verses, which are
from the hymn to Apollo : 4

“ At other times, Phoebus, Delos is dearest to
thy heart, where the lonians in trailing robes
are gathered together with their wives and
children in thy street; there they delight thee
with boxing and dancing and song, making
mention of thy name, whenever they ordain the
contest.”

And that there was a musieal contest also to which
men resorted as competitors Homer once more
makes clear in the following verses from the same
hymn.  After commemorating the Delian chorus of

to Thucydides is shown by the words **in which he also
mentions himself.” i

¢ wposluior, proem or introduction. In econnection with
epic poems the hymns were called wpeoipim, hecause they
were sung before other poems, {.¢. by the rhapsodists as
preiudes to their rthapsodies, Schol, & Surow rols yap Buvors
poofuwe dxdAevr. The guestion has been raised whether the
hymn was s prelude to the rhapsodies or was, as e.g. here,
ity itaelf a rhapsody. The citations here made by Thucydides
ate from the E’ymn to the Delian Apolls, 146 . and 165 .
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! i.e either a federal court of the Acarnanisns, as Steap
maintaing (see Schoemann, Gr. dlferthiimer, ii% p. T8), or a
court of justice common to the Acarnanisng am? Amphile-
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women he ends his praise of them with the following
verses, in which he alse mentions himself:

* Come now, let Apollo be gracious and Ar.
temis likewise, and farewell, all ye maidens.
Yet remember me even in after times, whenever
some other foil- enduring man, a dweller upon the
earth, shall visit this isle and ask : < O maidens,
what man is the sweetest of minstrels to you of
all who wander hither, and in whom do you
takke most delight?’ Do you make answer, all
with one accord, in gentle words, * The blind
man who dwells in rugged Chios.””

Such is Homer's testimony, showing that in an-
cient times also there was a great concourse and
festival in Delos. And in later times the people of
the islands and the Athenians continued to send
their choruses with sacrifices, but the contests, and
indeed most of the ceremonies, fell into disuse in
consequence, probably, of ealamities, until the Athen-
iang, at the time of which we now speak, restored
the contests and added horse-races, of which there
had been none before,

CV. During the same winter the Ambraciots,
fulfilling the promise by which they had induced
Earylochus to keep his army there, made an ex-
pedition against Amphilochian Argos with three
thousand hoplites, and invading its territory took
Olpae, a stronghold on the hill near the sea, which
the Acarnanians had fortified and had at one time
used 25 a common tribunal ' of justice; and it is
chians {see Kruse, Hclius, il. p. 333}, ss Classen explains.

‘The latter view has the support of Steph. Byz.: *Oarai- gpot-
prow, wowwdw "Axsovivep kal ‘Appidxwy Swarrhpior, Sovruibng

Tplry.
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! After the return of the thirty ships (ch. xcviii. 5), these
twenty had been sent out again round the Peloponnesus.
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about twenty-five stadia from the city of Argos,
which is by the sea. Meanwhile some of the Acar-
nanian troops came to the relief of Argos, while the
rest encamped at a place in Amphilochia which is
called Crenae, keeping guard to prevent the Pelo-
ponnesians with Eurylochus from passing through un-
observed to join the Ambraciots. They also sent for
Demosthenes, who had led the army of the Athenians
into Aetolia, to come and be their leader, as well as
for the twenty Athenian ships! which happened to
be off the coast of Peloponnesus under the command
of Aristotle son of Timocrates and Hierophon son of
Antimnestus. A messenger was also sent by the
Ambraciots at Olpae to the city of Ambracia with a -
request that all the forces of the town should be
dispatched to their aid, for they feared that Eury-
lochus and his troops might not be able to make
their way through the Acarnanians, and, in that case,
that they themselves would either have to fight
single-handed, or, if they wished to retreat, would
find that unsafe.

CVI. Now the Peloponnesian forces under Eury-
lochus, when they learned that the Ambraciots had
arrived at Olpae, set out from Proschium with all speed
to reinforce them,and crossing the Acheloiis advanced
through Acarnania, which was without defenders be-
cause of the reinforcements which had been sent to
Argos, and as they advanced they had the city of
Stratus with its garrison on their right, and the rest
of Acarnania on their left. Then traversing the
territory of the Stratians they advanced through

Their real goal was Naupactus (ch. cxiv. 2), but answering
the appeal of the Acarnanians they turned aside for the
moment to the Ambracian Gulf (ch. evii. 1).
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Phytia, from there skirted the borders of Medeon,
and then passed through Limnaea; and finally they
reached the country of the Agraeans, being now
outside of Acarnania and in a friendly country.
Arriving next at Mt. Thyamus, which belongs to the
Agraeans, they went through the pass over it and
came down into Argive territory after nightfall,
whence they succeeded in passing unobserved
between the city of Argos and the Acarnanian
guard at Crenae, finally joining the Ambraciots at
Olpae.

CVII. After the two armies had effected a
junction, at daybreak they took post at a place called
Metropolis and made camp. Not long afterwards
the Athenians with their twenty ships arrived in the
Ambracian Gulf, reinforcing the Argives; and
Demosthenes also came with two hundred Messenian
hoplites and sixty Athenian bowmen. The ships
lay at sea about the hill of Olpae, blockading it ; but
the Acarnanians and afew of the Amphilochians—for
most of these were kept from moving by the
Ambraciots—had already gathered at Argosand were
preparing for battle with their opponents, having
chosen Demosthenes to command the whole allied
force in concert with their own generals. And he,
leading them close to Olpae, encamped; and a
great ravine separated the two armies. For five
days they kept quiet, but on the sixth both sides
drew up in order of battle. Now the army of the
Peloponnesians was larger than that of Demosthenes
and outflanked it; he, therefore, fearing that he
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might be surrounded, stationed in a sunken road
overgrown with bushes an ambush of hoplites and
light-troops, about four hundred all together, his
purpose being that in the very moment of collision
these troops should leap from their hiding-place and
take the enemy in the rear at the point where his
line overlapped. @~When both sides were ready
they came to close quarters. Demosthenes with
the Messenians and a few Athenian troops had the
right wing; the rest of the line was held by the
Acarnanians, arrayed by tribes, and such Amphi-
lochian javelin-men as were present. But the Pelo-
ponnesians and Ambraciots were mingled together,
except the Mantineans; these were massed more on
the left wing, though not at its extremity, for that
position, which was opposite Demosthenes and the
Messenians, was held by. Eurylochus and the troops
under him.

CVIII. When finally the armies were at close
quarters and the Peloponnesians outflanked with
their left the right wing of their opponents and
were about to encircle it, the Acarnanians, coming
upon them from their ambush, fell upon their rear
and routed them, so that they did not stand to make
resistance and in their panic caused the greater
part of their army to take to flight also; for when
they saw the division under Eurylochus, their best
troops, being cut to pieces, they were far more
panic-stricken. And it was the Messenians, who
were in this part of the field under the command
of Demosthenes, that bore the brunt of the battle.
On the other hand, the Ambraciots and those on the
enemy’s right wing defeated the troops opposed to
themselves, and pursued them to Argos; and indeed
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these are the best fighters of all the peoples of that
region. When, however, they returned and saw
that their main army had been defeated, and the
victorious division of the Acarnanians began to press
hard upon them, they made their escape with
difficulty to Olpae ; and many of them were killed,
for they rushed on with broken ranks and in disorder,
all except the Mantineans, who kept their- ranks
together during the retreat better than any other
part of the army. And it was late in the evening
before the battle ended.

CIX. On the next day, since Eurylochus and
Macarius had been slain, Menedaius had on his own
responsibility assumed the command, but the defeat
had been so serious that he was at his wit’s end how,
if he remained, he could stand a siege, blockaded as
he was by both land and sea by the Athenian fleet,
or, if he retreated, could get away safely. He there-
fore made overtures to Demosthenes and the Athe-
nian generals regarding a truce for his retreat and
also about the recovery of his dead. And they gave
back the dead, set up a trophy themselves, and took
up their own dead, about three hundred in number.
They would not, however, openly agree to a retreat
for the whole army, but Demosthenes with his
Acarnanian colleagues secretly agreed that the Man-
tineans and Menedaius and the other Peloponnesian
commanders and the most influential men among
them might go back home, if they did so speedily.
Their object was to isolate the Ambraciots and the
miscellaneous crowd of mercenaries,! and above all to

! Opinions differ as to who are meant. They were pro-
bably mercenaries from the neighbouring Epirote tribes in
the pay of the Ambraciots.
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discredit the Lacedsemonians and the Peloponnesians
with the Helienes of this region, on the ground that
they had committed an act of treachery through pre-
ference for their own selfish interests.  Accordingly
the Peloponnesians took up their dead and hastily
baried them as best they could, while those who had
permission hegan secretly to plan their retreat,

CX. Word was now brought to Demosthenes and
the Acarnanians that the inhabitents of the city of
Ambracia,] in response to the first message that came
from Olpae, were marching in full force through the
Amphilochian tertitory, wishing to jein the forces
in Oipae, and that they were quite unaware of what
had happened. So he tmmediately sent a part of his
army to forestall these troops by setting ambuscades
along the roads and occupying the strong positions,
and at the same time began preparations to lead the
rest of the army against them,

CXL In the meantime the Mantineans and the
others who were included in the agreement, leaving
camp on the pretext of gathering pot-herbs and fire-
wood, stole away in small groups, gathering at the
same time what they pretended to have gone to
seek ; then when they had already got some distance
from Olpae they quickened their pace. But the
Ambraciots and all the others who happened to have
come together in a body, when they realized that
these were taking their departure, also set out them-
selves and ran at full speed, wishing to overtake
them.* Bui the Acarnaniang at first thought that
all the fugitives were going away without covenant
&widrras, Spppoar kal abrot. . : “But the Ambraciots and
all the others who chenced to be left came together in a

body, and when they realized that they were taking their
departure set off aleo themselves , . .
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or truce and therefore set off in pursuit of the Pelo-
ponnesians ; and when some of the generals tried to
prevent this, saying that a truce had been made with
them, someone hurled javelins at them, believing
that they had been betrayed. Afterwards, however,
they let the Mantineans and Peloponnesians go, but
began to kill the Ambraciots. And there was much
dispute and uncertainty as to whether a man was an
Ambraciot or a Peloponnesian. About two hundred
of the Ambraciots were slain ; the rest of the fugitives
escaped into the neighbouring country of Agraea,
and were received by Salynthius the king of the
Agraeans, who was friendly to them.

CXII. Meanwhile the troops from the city of
Ambracia arrived at Idomene. Now it consists of two
lofty hills, and of these the higher had already been
seized unobserved during the night by the troops
which Demosthenes had sent forward from his main
army ; but the lower had previously, as it chanced,
been ascended by the Ambraciots, who spent the
night there. After dinner Demosthenes and the
rest of the army set out immediately after nightfall,
he himself with half of them making for the pass,
while the rest took the road through the Amphilochian
mountains. And at dawn he fell upon the Ambraciots,
who were still in their beds and had no knowledge
at all of what had previously happened. On the
contrary, they supposed these troops to be their own
men, for Demosthenes had purposely put the Mes-
senians in front and directed them to accost the
enemy in the Doric dialect, thus getting themselves
trusted by the outposts; besides, they were indis-
tinguishable to the sight, since it was still dark.
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BOOK III. cxm. 4-cxir. 2

So they fell upon the army of the Ambraciots and
put them to rout, slaying the majority of them on
the spot ; the rest took to flight over the mountains.
But as the roads had already been occupied, and as,
moreover, the Amphilochians were well acquainted
with their own country and were light infantry op-
posing heavy-armed troops, whereas the Ambraciots
were ignorant of the country and did not know which
way to turn, under these circumstances the fleeing
men fell into ravines and into ambushes which had
previously been set for them and perished. And
some of them, after resorting to every manner of
flight, even turned to the sea, which was not far dis-
tant, and seeing the Athenian ships, which were sail-
ing along the coast at the very time when the action
was taking place, swam toward them, thinking in
the panic of the moment that it was better for them
to be slain, if slain they must be, by the crews of the
ships.than by the barbarian and detested Amphiloch-
ians. In this manner, then, the Ambraciots suffered
disaster, and but few out of many returned in safety
to their city ; the Acarnanians, on the other hand,
after stripping the dead and setting up trophies,
returned to Argos.

CXIII. On the next day a herald came to the
Athenians from the Ambraciots who had escaped
from Olpae and taken refuge among the Agraeans,
to ask for the bodies of those who had been slain
after the first battle, at the time when unprotected
by a truce these attempted to leave Olpae along with
the Mantineans and the others who were included
in the truce. Now when the herald saw the arms
taken from the Ambraciots who came from the
city, he was amazed at their number; for he did
not know of the recent disaster, but thought that
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the arms belonged to the men of his own division.
And someone asked him why he was amazed, and
how many of his comrades had been slain, the
questioner on his part supposing that the herald
had come from the forces which had fought at
Idomene. The herald answered, “About two
hundred.” The questioner said in reply, “ These
arms, though, are clearly not those of two hundred
men, but of more than a thousand.” And again
the herald said, “Then they are not the arms of
our comrades in the battle.” The other answered,
“ They are, if it was you who fought yesterday at
Idomene.” < But we did not fight with anyone
yesterday ; it was the day before yesterday, on the
retreat.”” “ And it is certain that we fought yester-
day with these men, who were coming to your aid
from the city of the Ambraciots.” When the herald
heard this and realized that the force which was
coming to their relief from the city had perished,
he lifted up his voice in lamentation and, stunned
by the magnitude of the calamity before him,
departed at once, forgetting his errand and making
no request for the dead. Indeed this was the
greatest calamity that befell any one Hellenic city
in an equal number of days during the course of
this whole war. The number of those who fell
I have not recorded, seeing that the multitude
reported to have perished is incredible yyvhen com-
pared with the size of the city. I know, however,
that if the Acarnanians and Amphilochians had
been willing to hearken to the Athenians and De-
mosthenes and had made an attack upon Ambracia
they would have taken it at the first onset; but as
it was, they were afraid that the Athenians, if they
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BOOK III. cxm. 6-cxiv. 4

had the town in their possession, would be more
troublesome neighbours than the Ambraciots.

CXIV. After this the Acarnanians apportioned a
third of the booty to the Athenians and distributed
the rest among their cities. The portion which
fell to the Athenians was captured from them on the
voyage home; but the dedicatory offerings now to
be seen in the Athenian temples, consisting of three
hundred panoplies, were set apart as Demosthenes’
share, and were brought home by him when he
returned. Furthermore, his return could now, in
consequence of this exploit, be made with less
apprehension after his earlier misfortune in Aetolia.
The Athenians in the twenty ships also departed,
returning to Naupactus. As for the Acarnanians
and Amphilochians, after the Athenians and Demos-
thenes had gone home, they concluded a truce with
the Ambraciots and Peloponnesians who had taken
refuge with Salynthius and the Agraeans, allowing
them to withdraw from Oeniadae, whither they had
gone after leaving Salynthius. The Acarnanians
and Amphilochians also concluded for the future a
treaty of alliance with the Ambraciots to last for
one hundred years, on the following terms: The
Ambraciots were not to join the Acarnanians in any
expedition against the Peloponnesians; nor were
the Acarnanians to join the Ambraciots against the
Athenians, but they were to give aid in defence
of one another’s territory; the Ambraciots were
to restore all places or hostages belonging to the
Amphilochians which they now held; and they
were not to give aid to Anactorium, which was
hostile to the Acarnanians. On these terms of
agreement they brought the war to an end. But
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after this the Corinthians sent to Ambracia a
garrison of their own troops, consisting of about
three hundred hoplites, under the command of
Xenocleidas son of Euthycles, who, making their
way with difficulty across he mainland, finally
reached their destination. Such was the course of
events at Ambracia.

CXV. During the same winter the Athenians in
Sicily made a descent from their ships upon the
territory of Himera, in concert with the Sicels
from the interior who had invaded the extreme

- border?! of Himeraea; and they also sailed against
the islands of Aeolus. Returning thence to Rhe-
gium, they found that Pythodorus son of Isolochus,
an Athenian general, had come to succeed Laches
in command of the fleet. For their allies in Sicily
had sailed to Athens and persuaded them to aid
them with a larger fleet ; for though their territory
was dominated by the Syracusans, yet since they
were kept from the sea by only a few ships they
were collecting a fleet and making preparations
with the determination not to submit. And the
Athenians manned forty ships to send to them, partly
because they believed that the war in Sicily could
sooner be brought to an end in this way, and partly
because they wished to give practice to their fleet.
Accordingly they despatched one of their generals,

. Pythodorus, with a few ships, and were planning
later on to send Sophocles son of Sostratidas and
Eurymedon son of Thucles with the main body
of the fleet. Pythodorus, now that he had taken
over the command of Laches’ ships, sailed toward
the end of the winter against the Locrian fort which

1 4.e. toward the interior.
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2 The eruption of Aetna mentioned in $he Parian Marbie,
lii. 67 L, as contemporaneous with the battle of Plataea
(472 r.c.) ; so that the expression * fiftieth year® iz not quite
exact. From his form of expression in what follows, it
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Laches had previeusly captured;! but he was
defeated in batile by the Locrians and returned to
Rhegium,

CXVI. At the beginning of the following spring
the stream of fire burst from Aetna, as it had on
foriner occasions, And it devastated a portion of
the territory of the Catanseans who dwell on the
slope of Mount Aetna, the highest mountain in
Sicity. This eruption took place, it is said, fifty
years after the last preceding one;? and three
eruptions ail told are reported to have occurred
since Sicily has been inhabited by the Hellenes.?
Such was the course of events in this winter, and
therewith ended the sixth year of this war of which
Thueydides composed the history.

is clear that Thucydides, when he wrote this passnge, could
have had no knowledge of an eruption later than 425 s.0.
Heo must therefore hnve died before that of 396 w.o. or,
if he lived after that date, never revised this paseage,

? ie., since the eighth century; see the account at the
beginning of Book i,
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I, Tue next summer, about the time of the earing 495 5.
of the grain, ten Syracusan and as many Locrian ships
sailed to Messene in Sicily and occupied it, going
thither on the invitation of the inhabitants; and
Messene revoited from Athens. The chief reason for
this act, on the part of the Syracusans, was that they
saw that the place offered a poimt of aftack upon
Sicily and were afraid that the Athenians might some
time make it 2 base from which to move against Syra-
cuse with a larger force; the motive of the Locrians
was their hostility to the Rhegians, whom they desired
to subdue by both Jand and sea. And, indeed, the
Locrians had at this same time invaded the territory
of the Rhegians with all thelr forces in order to
prevent them from giving any aid to the Messenians,
and, besides, some Rhegians who were living in exile
among the Locrians also urged them to make the
invasion; for Rhegium had for a long time been in
a state of revolution, and it was impossible at the
moment to make any defence against the Loerians,
who were consequently the more eager to attack,
The Locrians first ravaged the country and then
withdrew their land forces, but their ships continued
goarding Messene; and still other ships were now
being manned to be stationed ai Messene and to

carry on war from there. ,
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BOOK 1V, 1. 1—1. 2

II. About the same time that spring, before the
grain was ripe, the Peloponnesians and their allies
made an invasion of Attica, under the command of
Agis son of Archidamus, king of the Lacedae-
monians; and encamping there they ravaged the
land. But the Athenians despatched the forty ships?
to Sicily, as they had previously planned, together
with the two remaining generals, Eurymedon and
Sophocles, who were still at home ; for Pythodorus,
the third general, had already arrived in Sicily.
These had instructions, as they sailed past Corcyra,
to have a care for the inhabitants of the city, who
were being plundered by the exiles on the moun-
tain,2 and the Peloponnesians with sixty ships had
already sailed thither, with the purpose of aiding
the party on the mountain and also in the belief
that, since a great famine prevailed in the city,
they would easily get control of affairs. Demos-
thenes also, who had retired into private life after
his return from Acarnania,? now, at his own request,
received permission from the Athenians to use the
forty ships at his discretion in operations about the
Peloponnesus.

I11. Now when the Athenians arrived off the coast
of Laconia and learned that the Peloponnesian fleet
was already at Corcyra, Eurymedon and Sophocles
were for pressing on to Corcyra, but Demosthenes
urged them to put in at Pylos first, do there what
was to be done, and then continue their voyage.
They objected ; but a storm came on, as it happened,
and carried the fleet to Pylos. And Demosthenes
at once urged them to fortify the place, as it was for

1 ¢f. 11 cxv. 4. 2 ¢f. 11 Ixxxv. 4.
3 ¢f. 1L cxiv. 1.
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BOOK 1IV. m. 2-1v. 2

this purpose that he had sailed with them; and he
showed them that there was at hand an abundance
of wood and stone, that the position was naturally
a strong one, and that not only the place itself but
also the neighbouring country for a considerable
distance was unoccupied; for Pylos is about four
hundred stadia distant from Sparta and lies in the
land that was once Messenia ; but the Lacedaemon-
ians call the place Coryphasium. The other generals
said there were many unoccupied headlands in
the Peloponnesus, which he could seize if he wished
to put the city to expense. Demosthenes, however,
thought that this place had advantages over any
other; not only was there a harbour close by, but
also the Messenians, who originally owned this land
and spoke the same dialect as the Lacedaemonians,
would do them the greatest injury if they made this
place their base of operations, and would at the same
time be a trustworthy garrison of it.

IV. But Demosthenes could not win either the
generals or the soldiers to his view, nor yet the com-
manders of divisions to whom he later communicated
his plan ; the army, therefore, since the weather was
unfavourable for sailing, did nothing. But at length
the soldiers themselves, having nothing to do, were
seized with the impulse ta_station themselves around
the place and fortify itl So they set their hands to
this task and went to work ; they had no iron tools
for working stone, but picked up stones and put
them together just as they happened to fit; and
where mortar was needed, for want of hods, they
carried it on their backs, bending over in such a .
way as would make it stay on best, and clasping
both hands behind them to prevent it from falling
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off, / And in every way they made haste that they
might complete the fortification of the most vulner-
able points before the lLacedaemonians came out
against them ; for the greater part of the place was
so strong by nature that it had no need of » wall.
V. As for the Lacedsemonians, they happened to be
celebrating a festival when they got werd of the
undertaking, and made light of it, thinking that the
Athenians would not await their attack when they
got ready to take the field, or, if they should, that
they could easily take the place by force; and the
fact also that their army was still in Attica had some-
thing to do with their delay. The Athenians in six
days completed the wall on the side toward the land
and at such other points as most needed it, and left
Demosthenes there with five ships to defend it;
they then took the main body of the fleet and
hastened on their voyage to Coreyra and Sicily.

Vi, But the Peloponnesians who were in Attica,
when they heard that Pylos had been occupied, re-
turned home in haste; for King Agis and the Lace-
daemonians thought that the Athenian operations at
Pylos were a matter of deep concern to them. And
at the same time, since they had made their invasion
early in the season when the grain was still green,
most of them 1 were short of food, and bad weather,
which came on with storms of greater violence than
was to be expected so late in the spring, distressed
the army. Consequently there were many reasons
why they hastened their retiremnent from Attica and
made this the shortest of their invasions; for they
remained there only fifteen days.

¥ Esch division had itz own commissariat, and soms were
belter provisioned than the main body. Clagsen explains,
* were short of food for so large an army ™ (rofs xoAXois).
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BOOK IV, vn—wn, 4

VII About the same time Simonides, an Athenian
general, getting together a few Athenians from the
garrisons in Thrace and a large force from the allies
in that neighbourhood, got, by the treachery of its
inhabitants, possession of Eion in Thrace, a colony
of the Mendaeans and hostile to Athens. But suc-
cour came proraptly frora the Chalcidians and the
Bottiseans and he was driven out with the loss of
many of his soldiers.

VIIE. On the return of the Peloponnesians from
Attica, the Spartans themselves and the Perioeci who
were in the neighbourhood of Pylos at once came to
its relief; but the other Lacedaemonians were slower
in coming, since they had just got back from another
campaign. Word was also sent round to the states
of the Peloponnesus, summmoning them te come to
the relief of Pylos as quickly as possible, and also to
the sixty ships that were at Coreyra! These were
hacled across the Leucadian isthmus, and without
being discovered by the Attic ships, which were now
at Zacynthus, reached Pylos, where their land forces
had already arrived. But before the Peloponnesian
fleet had yet reached Pylos, Demosthenes managed to
send out secretly ahead of them two ships which
were to notify Hurymedon and the Athenian fleet
at Zacynthus to come at once to his aid, as the place
was in danger. And so the fleet proceeded in haste
in compliance with Demosthenes’ summons ; mean-
while, however, the Lacedaemonians were busy with
their preparations to attack the fortification both by
land and by ses, and they thought that they would
have no difficulty in capturing a structure which had
been bailt hastily and was occupied by only a few

1 ¢f. ch. ii. 8.
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* The harbour of Pylos is regarded by Classen and nearly
ail recent commentators ag identical with the medern Bay of
Navaring, the Ferao: 105 Aipévos being the eptrances north
and south of Sphacteria or Sphagia. But the entrance to
the harbour of %avarinc south of Bphagis is now—and must
have heen in Thueydides' sime—a channel more than three.

uarters of a mile wide, and deep ali the way across, so that
it does not answer to Thucydides’ description of & passage
only wide enough to admit eight or nine triremes; rather,
&8 Arnold says, **s hundred Greek ships might have found
room fo sail abreast quite as ea\si}{ a2 eight or nins”
Clearly, then, Thueydides could not have been persomally
acquainted with the scens, and was misinformed ss to the
breadth of the harbour’s mouth, as Leake supposed. Or we
must agsume that the dimensions of the entrances mentioned
by Thucydides were rather of those north and south of
Coryphastume, the modern Palaco.Kastro, and the ¢ hap.
bour” was not the Bay of Navarino, as Fhucydides sup-
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men, But since they expected the Athenian fleet
to arrive soon from Zacynthus, it was their intention,
in case they should fail to take the place before
these came, to block up the entrances to the harbour
and thus make it impossible for the Athenians to
anchor inside and blockade them.

Now the island cailed Sphacteria stretches along
the mainland, lying quite close to it, and thus makes
the harbour safe and the entrances to it narrow;
on one side, opposite the Athenian fortifications
and Pylos, there is only room for two ships to pass
through, on the other side, next to the other part

f the mainland, there is room for eight or ninet?
The whole island was covered with timber and, since
~ it was uninhabited, had no roads, its length being
somewhere near fifteen stadia. Now it was the
intention of the Lacedaemonians to clogse up the
entrances tight by means of ships placed with their
prows outward ;j and as for the island, since they
were afraid that the Athenians would use it as

ﬁgaari, but the Lagoon or Lake of Osmg: Aga, north of the
v, and now cut off from it by a sandbar. This is the view
of Grundy--who in August, 1395, spent fourteen days there
making a survey—as to the lower entrance. The upper
entrance, he thinks, was closed already in Thueydides’ tims,
nad the historian seems never to have apprebended thst
fact, Grandy's view as to the lagoon being the harbour
meant by Thucydides is accepted by Steap, but he does not
approve of Grundy's aseumption that Thucydides, without
personal knowledge of the region, following at different
points reports of different informnats, confused statements
with reference to the harbour of Pgi:,s and as to the bay as
referring to one and the same, Arnold in App. to
Book 1v. on Sphacteria; Grundg'. ** Investigation of the
Topography of the Region of Sphacteria and Pylos,” in
Journal of Hellen. Studies, xvi. 1-54 ; Stenp, App. on 1v.
viil. 5.
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1 re, after doxlo: in the MSB., deleted by Hude a8 not
read by Suidas.

! i.e., north of the entrance, on the western side.
# Qaly three : five had been loft him {ch. v. 2}, but two of
these he had sent to warn the sguadron at Zacynthua,
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a base for carrying on the war against them, they
conveyed some hoplites across, at the same time
posting others along the mainland. By these
measures, they thought, the Atheniens would find
not only the island hostile to them, but salso the
mainlartd, since this afforded ne landing-place ; for
there were no harbours along the shore of Pylos
itself outside the entrance,? on the side toward the
sea, and therefore the Athenians would have no
base from which they could aid their countrymen.
Consequently the Lacedaemoniang believed that,
without running the risk of a battle at sea, they
could probably reduce the place by siege, since it
bad been occupied on short notice and was not sup-
plied with provisions. As soon as they reached this
conclusion they preceeded to convey the hoplites
over to the island, drafting them by lot from all
the companies, Several detachments had before
this time crossed over, one group relieving another ;
the last to do so—and this is the force that was
eaptured—numbering four hundred and twenty,
besides the Helots who saccompanied them, and
they were under the command of Epitadas son of
Moiobras.

¥X. Meanwhile Demosthenes also, seeing that the
Lacedaemonians intended to attack him by sea and
by land at the same time, set about making his
preparations. He drew ashore, close up under the
fortification, the triremes? remaining to him out of
those which had been left in his charge and en-
closed them in a stockade; he then armed their
crews with shields..poor ones, indeed, most of which
were made of piaited willow ; for it was not possible
to procure arms in an uninhabited country, and such
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as they had they took from a thirty-oared privateer
and a light boat belonging to some Messenians who
chanced to come along, and included among them
about forty hoplites, whom Demosthenes used along
with the rest. He then posted the greater part
of his troops, the unarmed as well as the armed, at
the best fortified and strongest points of the place,
on the side toward the mainland, giving them orders
to ward off the enemy’s infantry if it should attack.
But he himself selected from the whole body of
his troops sixty hoplites and a few archers, and
with them sallied forth from the fort to the point
on the seashore where he thought that the enemy
would be most likely to attempt a landing. The
‘ground, indeed, was difficult of access and rocky
where it faced the sea, yet since the Athenian
wall was weakest at this place the enemy would,
he thought, be only too eager to make an assault
there; in fact the Athenians themselves had left
their fortification weak at this spot merely because
they never expected to be defeated at sea, and
Demosthenes knew that if the enemy could force
alanding there the place could be taken. Accordingly
he posted his hoplites at this point, taking them to
the very brink of the sea, determined to keep the
enemy off if he could ; and then he exhorted them
as follows :

X. “Soldiers, my comrades in this present
hazard, let no one of you at such a time of necessity
seek to prove his keenness of wit by calculating the
full extent of the danger that encompasses us; let
him rather come to grips with the enemy in a spirit
of unreflecting confidence that he will survive even
these perils. For whenever it has come, as now
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with us, to a case of necessity, where there isno room
for reflection, what is needed is to accept the hazard
with the least possible delay. However,as I see the
matter, the odds are on our side, if we are resolved
to stand our ground and are not so terrified by
their numbers as to sacrifice the advantages we
possess. As regards the position, the difficulty of
approach | regard as in our favour, since if we stand
firm that becomes a support, but once we give way,
even though the ground be rugged it will be easy of
access when there is none to resist; and we shall
then find the enemy more formidable, since it will
be no easy matter for them to turn and retreat, if
they should be hard-pressed by us; for though very
easily repelled while on board their ships, when once
they have landed they are on an equal footing with
us. And, as regards their numbers, we need have
no very great fear; for however numerous they are,
they will have to fight in small detachments on ac-
count of the difficulty of bringing their ships to
shore. And we have not to deal with an army,
which, though superior in numbers, is fighting on
land under like conditions with ourselves, but fight-
ing on ships, and these require many favouring cir-
cumstances on the sea.! I therefore consider that
their disadvantages counterbalance our inferiority
in point of numbers. At the same time I call now
upon you, who are Athenians and know by ex-
perience that it is impossible to force a landing
from ships against an enemy on shore, if the
latter but stand their ground and do not give
way through fear of the splashing oars and of the
awe-inspiring sight of ships bearing down upon
them—1I call upon you, in your turn to stand your

1 e.g. a fair wind, space for manceuvring, ete.

Q 2
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ground, and, warding off the foe at the very water’s
edge, to gave both yourselves and the stronghold.”
XI. Thus encouraged by Demosthenes, the Athen-
ians became yet more confident and going still
nearer the water took up their position at the very
brink of the sea. The Lacedaemonians, on the
other hand, moved forward, and attacked the forti-
fication at the same time with their land-army and
with their ships, of which there were forty-three, the
admiral in command of them being Thrasydemidas
son of Cratesicles, a Spartan. And he attacked just
where Demosthenes expected. The Athenians, on
their part, proceeded to defend themselves in both
directions, by land and by sea; but the enemy,
dividing their ships into small detachments, because
it was impossible for a larger number to approach
the shore, and resting by turns, kept charging upon
the Athenians, showing no lack of zeal and cheering
each other on, in the hope that they might force the
enemy back and take the fortification. Brasidas
showed himself most conspicuous of all. Being
captain of a galley, he noticed that the captains and
pilots, because the shore was rocky, were inclined to
hesitate and be careful of their ships, even when it
seemed to be practicable to make a landing, for fear
of dashing them to pieces. He would therefore shout
that it ill became them through being thrifty of
timber to allow their enemy to have built a fort in
their country ; nay, he urged, they must break their
own ships so as to force a landing; and the allies
he bade, in return for great benefits received from
the Lacedaemonians, not to shrink from making
them a free gift of their ships in the present emer-
gency, but to run them aground, get ashore in any
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way they could, and master both the men and the
place. XII. And he not only urged on the rest in
this way, but, compelling his own pilot to beach his
ship, he made for the gangway; and in trying to
land he was knocked back by the Athenians, and
after receiving many wounds fainted away. As he
fell into the forward part of the ship his shield
slipped off into the sea, and, being carried ashore,
was picked up by the Athenians, who afterward
used it for the trophy which they set up in com-
memoration of this attack.

The crews of the other Peloponnesian ships showed
no lack of zeal, but were unable to land, both by
reason of the difficulty of the ground and because the
Athenians stood firm and would not give way at all.
In such fashion had fortune swung round that the
Athenians, fighting on land, and Laconian land at
that, were trying to ward off a Lacedaemonian attack
from the sea, while the Lacedaemonians, fighting in
ships, were trying to effect a landing upon their own
territory, now hostile, in the face of the Athenians.
For at this time it was the special renown of the
Lacedaemonians that they were a land power and
invincible with their army, and of the Athenians that
they were seamen and vastly superior with their
fleet.

XIII. After making attacks that day and part of
the next the Peloponnesians desisted. On the third
"day they sent some of the ships to Asine for wood
with which to make engines, hoping that by means
of engines they should be able to take the wall
opposite the harbour in spite of its height, since here
it was quite practicable to make a landing. Mean-
while, the Athenian fleet from Zacynthus arrived,
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now numbering fifty ships, for it had been reinforced
by some of the ships on guard at Naupactus and by
four Chian vessels. But they saw that both the main-
land and the island were full of hoplites, and that
the Lacedaemonian ships were in the harbour and
not intending to come out; they therefore, being at
a loss where to anchor, sailed for the present to
Prote, an uninhabited island not far from Pylos, and
bivouacked there. The next day they set sail, having
first made preparations to give battle in case the
enemy should be inclined to come out into the open
water to meet them ; if not, they intended to sail
into the harbour themselves.

Now the Lacedaemonians did not put out to meet
the Athenians, and somehow they had neglected to
block up the entrances as they had purposed; on
the contrary, they remained inactive on the shore,
engaged in manning their ships and making ready,
in case any one sailed into the harbour, to fight
there, since there was plenty of room. XIV. As for
the Athenians, when they saw the situation, they
rushed in upon them by both entrances and falling
upon their ships, most of which were by now afloat
and facing forward, put them to flight, and since
there was only a short distance for the pursuit,! not
only damaged many of them but also captured five,
one of them with all her crew ; the rest they kept on
ramming even after they had fled to the shore. Yet
other ships were being cut to pieces while still being
manned, before they could put to sea; and some they
took in tow empty, their crews having taken to flight,
and began to haul them away. At this sight the

1 Or, ¢ giving chase so far as the short distance allowed,
not only damaged . . . ”
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Lacedaemonian soldiers on the shore, beside them-
selves with grief at the impending calamity, in that
their comrades were being cut off on the island,
rushed to the rescue,and going down into the sea in
full armour took hold of the ships and tried to drag
them back. Indeed, each man felt that no progress
was being made where he himself was not at hand to
help. The tumult that arose was great, especially
since in this battle for the ships each side adopted
the other’s manner of fighting; for the Lacedae-
monians in their eagerness and excitement were virtu-
ally waging a sea-fight from the land, while the
Athenians, who were winning and wanted to follow
up their success to the utmost while their good
fortune lasted, were fighting a land-battle from their
ships. Finally, after causing each other great distress
and inflicting much damage, they separated, the
Lacedaemonijans saving all their empty ships except
those which had been taken at first. Both sides then
returned to their camps. The Athenians thereupon
set up a trophy, gave back the dead, secured posses-
sion of the wrecks, and immediately began tosail round
the island and keep it under guard, considering that
the men on it were now cut off; on the other hand,
the Peloponnesians on the mainland, and the rein-
forcements that had now arrived from all directions,
remained in position at Pylos.

XV. At Sparta, when they received the news of
what had happened at Pylos, regarding it as a great
calamity they decided that the magistrates should go
down to the camp, see the situation for themselves,
and then determine on the spot what should be
done. Now when these saw that no help could be
given to the men on the island, and at the same
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time were unwilling to run the risk of their being
starved to death or forced to succumb to superior
numbers, they decided, so far as Pylos was con-
cerned, to conclude a truce with the Athenian
generals, if they should consent, and to send envoys
to Athens to propose an agreement, and thus try to
recover their men as quickly as possible.

XVI. The generals accepted the proposal and a
truce was concluded upon the following terms: 'The
Lacedaemonians were to surrender to the Athenians
the ships in which they had fought the battle, and
were to bring to Pylos and deliver to them all the
other ships of war which were in Laconia, and they
were not to attack the fortification either by land or by
sea. The Athenians were to permit the Lacedaemon-
ians on the mainland to send flour to the men on the
island, a fixed amount and already-kneaded, for each
soldier two quarts ! of barley-meal and a pint of wine
and a ration of meat, and for each servant half as
much; and they were to send these things to the
island under the supervision of the Athenians, and
no boat was to sail thither secretly. The Athenians
were to go on guarding the island as before, but
without landing on it, and were not to attack the
army of the Peloponnesians either by land or sea. If
either party should violate this agreement in any
particular whatsoever, the truce should forthwith be
at an end. The truce was to hold good until the
Lacedaemonian envoys should get back from Athens ;
and the Athenians were to conduct them thither in a
trireme and bring them back. On their return this
truce was to be at an end, and the Athenians were
then to restore the ships in as good condition as when

! The choinix was about two pints, dry measure ; the
cotyle, about half a pint.
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they received them. The truce was concluded on
these terms, the ships, sixty in number, were delivered
up, and the envoysdispatched. When they arrived at
Athens they spoke as follows :

XVII. ¢ The Lacedaemonians, men of Athens, have
sent us to arrange, in behalf of our men on the
island, such terms as we may show to be at once
advantageous to you and also most likely under
present circumstances, in view of our misfortune, to
bring credit to ourselves. If we speak at some
length we shall not be departing from our custom ;
on the contrary, though it is the fashion of our
country not to use many words where few suffice,
yet, whenever occasion arises to expound an im-
portant matter and thereby to accomplish by speech
the end we have in view, we use words more freely.
And do not receive what we say in a hostile spirit,
nor feel that you are being instructed as though you
were without understanding, but regard our words
as merely a reminder to men who know how to come
to a good decision. For it is in your power to turn
your present favourable fortune to good account,
not only keeping what you have got, but acquiring
honour and reputation besides. You may thus avoid
the experience of those who achieve some unwonted
success ; for these are always led on by hope to
grasp at more because of their unexpected good
fortune in the present. And yet those who have
most often undergone a change of fortune for better
or for worse have best reason to be distrustful of
prosperity; and this would naturally hold true of
both your state and ours in an exceptional degree,
in view of our past experience.
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XVIIL. “To be convinced of this, you need only
look at our present misfortunes. We who of all the
Hellenes formerly were held in the highest con-
sideration have come before you, although we have
been wont to regard ourselves as better entitled to
confer such favours as we have now come to beg of
you. And yet it was neither through lack of power
that we met with this misfortune, nor because our
power became too great and we waxed insolent ; nay,
our resources were what they always were and we
merely erred in judgment—a thing to which all are
alike liable. Accordingly there is no reason why
you, because of the strength both of your city and of
its new acquisitions at the present moment, should
expect that the favour of fortune will always be with
you. Prudent men take the safe course of account-
ing prosperity mutable ! —the same men, too, would
deal more sagaciously with misfortunes—and con-
sider that when anyone is at war he may not limit his
participation to whatever portion of it he may choose
to carry on,? but that he must follow where his for-
tune leads. Such men are least likely to come to
grief, since they do not allow themselves to become
elated by overconfidence in military success, and are
therefore most likely to seize the moment of good
fortune for concluding peace. And this, Athenians,
is the policy which it is good for you to adopt towards
us to-day, and not at some future time, should you
perchance through rejecting our overtures incur
disaster—and of this there are many possibilities —
be credited with having won even your present suc-
cesses through good fortune, when it is possible to

2 1.e. in warfare one cannot accept only the successes and
avoid the reverses by stopping before the latter set in ; one
is in the hands of fortune.
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leave to posterity an unhazarded reputation at once
for strength and sagacity.

XIX. “The Lacedaemonians therefore invite you
to accept terms and bring the war to an end, offering
you peace and alliance, and apart from this the
maintenance of hearty friendship and intimacy one
with the other; and asking on their side merely the
return of the men on the island. They think it
better for both parties not to take the risk either of
the besieged making their escape in spite of you,
should some chance of safety present itself, or of
their being reduced by siege to a still harder lot.
We believe, too, that a permanent reconciliation of
bitter enmities is more likely to be secured, not when
one party seeks revenge and, because he has gained
a decided mastery in the war, tries to bind his
opponent by compulsory oaths and thus makes peace
with him on unequal terms, but when, having it in
his power to secure the same result by clemency, he
vanquishes his foe by generosity also, offering him
terms of reconciliation which are moderate beyond
all his expectations. For the adversary, finding
himself now under obligation to repay the generosity
in kind, instead of striving for vengeance for having
had terms forced upon him, is moved by a sense of
honour and is more ready to abide; by his agree-
ments. Furthermore, men are more inclined to act
thus toward their more serious enemies than toward
those with whom they have had but trifling dif-
ferences. And, finally, it is natural for men cheer-
fully to accept defeat at the hands of those who first
make willing concessions, but to fight to the bitter
end, even contrary to their better judgment, against
an overbearing foe.
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! Or, reading &f5wow duiv . . . huds 8¢, ae Hude does, * you
Athenians would have our uwadying batred . . , and we
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XX. «Now, if ever, reconciliation is desirable for
us both, before some irreparable disaster has come
upon either of us and prevented it; shouid that
befall, we shall inevitably cherish toward each other
an undying personal hatred, over and above that
which we now feel a3 public enemies, and you ! will
be deprived of the advaniages? we now offer. While,
therefore, the issue of the war is still in doubt, while
your reputation is enhanced and you may have our
friendship also, and while our disaster admits of a
reasonable settlement and no disgrace as yet has
befallen us, let us be reconciled; and let us for
ourselves choose peace instead of war, and give a
respite from evily to all the other Hellenes. And
they will count you especially the authors of the
peace ; for although they were drawn into the war
without knowing which of ns began it, vet if a
settlement is effected, the decision of which at this
time rests chiefly with you, it is to you they will
ascribe their gratitude, And so, if you decide for
peace, it is in your power to win the steadfast
friendship of the Lacedsemonians, which they freely
offer and you roay secure by acting, not with violence,
but with generosity. Pray consider all the advantages
which may well be involved in such a course ; for if
you and we agree be assured that the rest of the
Hellenic world, since it will be inferior to us in
power, will %ay us the greatest deference.”

XXI. Such were the words of the Lacedaemonians,
They thought that, since the Athenians had at an
earlier period ® been eager to end the war and had
been prevented by the opposition of Sparts, they

¥ i.e. peace, alilance, intimate friendehip (ch. xix. I}

% i.e. after the plague and the second invasion of Attica,
in 430 B.C.  ¢f, 11 Lix.
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BOOK IV. xx1. 1-xxi. 3

would, if peace were offered to them, gladly accept
it and give up the men. But the Athenians believed
that, since they held the men on the island, peace
could be theirs the moment they cared to make it,
and meanwhile they were greedy for more. They
were urged to this course chiefly by Cleon son of
Cleaenetus, a popular leader at that time who had
very great influence with the multitude. He per-
suaded them to reply that the men on the island
must first give up themselves and their arms and be
brought to Athens; on their arrival, the Lacedae-
monians must give back Nisaea, Pegae, Troezen, and
Achaeia, which had not been taken in war but had
been ceded by the Athenians! in an agreement
made some time before as a result of misfortunes,
when they were somewhat more eager for peace
than now. They could then recover the men and
make a treaty which should be binding for as long a
time as both parties should agree.

XXII. To this reply the envoys said nothing,
but they requested the appointment of commis-
sioners who should confer with them, and after
a full discussion of all the details should at their
leisure agree upon such terms as they could mutually
approve. Thereupon Cleon attacked them violently,
saying that he had known before this that they had
. no honourable intention, and now it was clear,
since they were unwilling to speak out before the
people, but wished to meet a few men in conference ;
he bade them, on the contrary, if their purpose was
honest, to declare it there before them all. But the
Lacedaemonians, seeing that it was impossible to
announce in full assembly such concessions as they

1 ¢f L exv. L
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BOOK IV. xxm. 3-xxiv. 1

might think it best to make in view of their mis-
fortune, lest they might be discredited with their
allies if they proposed them and were rebuffed, and
seeing also that the Athenians would not grant
their proposals on tolerable conditions, withdrew from
Athens, their mission a failure.

XXIII. When they returned, the truce at Pylos
was terminated at once, and the Lacedaemonians
demanded the return of their ships according to
the agreement ; but the Athenians accused them of
having made a raid against the fort in violation of
the truce, and of other acts that do not seem worth
mentioning, and refused to give up the ships, stoutl
maintaining that it had been stipulated that, if there
should be any violation of the truce whatsoever, it
should be at an end forthwith. The Lacedaemonians
contradicted this, and after protesting that the deten-
tion of the ships was an act of injustice went away
and renewed the war. And so the warfare at Pylos
was carried on vigorously by both sides. The
Athenians kept sailing round the island by day with
two ships going in opposite directions, and at night
their whole fleet lay at anchor on all sides of it,
except to seaward when there was a wind; while
to assist them in the blockade twenty additional
ships came from Athens, so that they now had
seventy in all. As for the Peloponnesians, they
were encamped on the mainland, and kept making
assaults upon the fort, watching for any opportunity
which might offer of rescuing their men.

XXI1V. Meanwhile in Sicily the Syracusans and
their allies, having reinforced the ships which were
keeping guard at Messene by bringing up the other
naval force which they had been equipping,! were

1 ¢f ch. i. 4. 249
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BOOK V. xxiv, 1—-xav. 2

carrying on the war from Messene. Tothis they were
instigated chiefly by the Locrians on account of
their hatred of the Rhegians, whose territory they
had themselves invaded in full force. The Syra-
cusans wanted also to try their fortune in 2 sea-fight,
seeing that the Athenians had only a few ships at
hand, and hearing that the most of their fleet, the
ships that were on the way to Sicily, were employed
in blockading the island of Sphacteria. For, in
case they won a victory with the fleet, they could
then invest Rbegium both by land and by sea and, as
they believed, capture it without difficulty; and from
that mement their situation would be a strong one,
since Rhegium, the extreme point of Italy, and
Messene in Sicily are only a short distance apart,
and so the Athenians would not be able to keep a
fleet there! and command the strait. Now the strait
is that arm of the sea between Rhegivm and Messene,
at the point where Sicily is neasrest the mainland ;
and # is the Charybdis, so called, through which
Odysseus is said to have sailed. On account of its
narrowness and because the water falls into it from
two great seas, the Etruscan and the Sicilian, and
is full of currents, it has naturally been considered
dangerous.

XXV. Now it was in this strait that the Syracusans
and their allieswere compelled one daytoward evening
to fight for a vessel which was making the passage ;
and with thirty odd ships they put out against
sixteen Athenian and eight Rhegian ships. They
were defeated by the Athenians, and hastily sailed
back, each contingent as best it could, to their own

1 de, in case Rhegium were taken by the Syracusans.
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BOOK 1IV. xxv. 2—9

camps, having lost one ship; and night came on
while they were in action. After this the Locrians
left the territory of the Rhegians; and the ships of
the Syracusans and their allies assembled at Peloris
in Messene, where they anchored and were joined by
their land-forces. The Athenians and the Rhegians
sailed uvp, and seeing that the Syracusan ships were
unmanned attacked them ; but they themselves lost
ene ship, which was caught by a grappling-iron cast
upon it, the crew having leaped overboard. After
this the Syracusans embarked and their ships were
being towed along the shore by ropes toward Messene
when the Athenians attacked again, but lost another
ship, sinee the Syracusans made a sudden turn out-
wards and charged them 6rst. In the passage
along the shore, then, and in the sea-fight that
followed in this unusual fashion, the Syracusans had
the best of it, and at length geined the harbour at
Messene, :

But the Athenians, on the report that Camarina
was to be betrayed to the Syracusans by Archias and
his faction, sailed thither. The Messenians mean-
while took all their land-forces and also the allied
fleet and made an expedition against Naxos, the
Chaleidian settlement on their borders.  On the fiest
day they confined the Naxians within their walls and
ravaged their Jands; on the next day, while their
fleet sailed round to the river Acesines and ravaged
the land there, their army assanlted the city of Naxos,
Meanwhile the Sicels came down over the heights in

1 of, before dmis, Kriiger's suggestion following a scholinm
%"3 roii o dwl Tdr &ep@y Brres i), iz adopted by
ade,
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BOOK IV, xxv. g—xxv1 2

farge numbers fo help in resisting the Messenians.
When the Naxians saw them coming, they took heart,
and caliing to each other that the Leontines and their
other Hellenic allies were approaching to defend
them rushed suddenly out of the city and fell upon
the Messenians, putting them to flight and killing
over a thousand of them. Therest got back home with
difficulty ; for the barbarians attacked them in the
roads and killed most of them. And the allied fleet,
after putting in at Messene, dispersed to their
several homes, Thereupon the Leontines and their
allies, in company with the Athenians, immediately
made an expedition against Messene, believing it to
be weakened, and attempted an assault upon it, the
Athenians attacking with their ships on the side of
the harbour, while the land forces moved against the
town. But the Messenians and some of the Locrians,
who, under the command of Demoteles, had been
left there as a garrison after the disaster at Naxos,
made a sortie, and falling suddeniy upen them routed
the larger part of the army of the Leontines and
killed many of them. Seeing this the Athenians
disembarked and came to their aid, and attacking the
Messenians while they were in diserder pursued them
back into the city; they then set up a trophy and with-
drew to Rhegium, After this the Hellenes in Sicily,
without the cooperation of the Athenians, continued
to make expeditions against one another by land,
XXVI At Pylos, meanwhile, the Athenians were
still besieging tﬁe Lacedaemonians on the island,and
the army of the Peloponnesians on the mainland
remained in its former position. The blockade, how-
ever, was harassing to the Athenians on account of
the lack of both food and water; for there was only
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BOOK 1IV. xxvi. 2—9

one spring, high up on the acropolis of Pylos, and a
small one at that, and the soldiers for the most part
scraped away the shingle upon the beach and drank
water such as one might expect to find there. And
there was scant room for them, encamping as they
did in a small space, and since there was no anchor-
age for the ships,! the crews would take their food on
land by turns, while the rest of the fleet lay at anchor
out at sea. Very great discouragement, too, was
caused by the surprisingly long duration of the siege,
whereas they had expected to reduce the enemy in
a few days, since they were on a desert island and
had only brackish water to drink. But the cause of
their holding out was that the Lacedaemonians had
called for volunteers to convey to the island ground
corn and wine and cheese and other food such as might
be serviceable in a siege, fixing a high price and
also promising freedom to any Helot who should
get food in. Many took the risk, especially the
Helots, and actually brought it in, putting out from
any and every point in the Peloponnesus and coming
to shore during the night on the side of the island
facing the sea. If possible they waited for a wind
to bear them to the shore; for they found it easier
to elude the guard of triremes when the breeze was
from the sea, since then it was impossible for the
ships to lie at their moorings off the island, whereas
they themselves ran ashore regardless of conse-
quences, as a value had been set upon the boats
which they drove upon the beach, and the hop-
lites would be on watch for them at the landing-

on the seaward side (ch. viii. 8), so at meal-times the crews
of one part of the fleet would make a landing somewhere and
eat, while the other part would be out at sea on guard.
257
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places on the island. All, on the other hand, who
made the venture in calm weather were captured.
At the harbour, too, there were divers who swam to
the island under water, towing after them by a cord
skins filled with poppy-seed mixed with honey and
bruised linseed ; at first they were not discovered, but
afterwards watches were set for them. And so both
sides kept resorting to every device, the one to get
food in, the other to catch them doing it.

XXVII. At Athens, meanwhile, when they heard
that their army was in distress and that food was
being brought in to the men on the island, they were
perplexed and became apprehensive that the winter
would overtake them while still engaged in the
blockade. They saw that conveyance of supplies
round the Peloponnesus would be impossible—Pylos
being a desolate place at best, to which they were
unable even in summer to send round adequate sup-
plies—and that, since there were no harbours in the
neighbourhood, the blockade would be a failure.
Either their own troops would relax their watch and
the men on the island would escape, or else, waiting
for bad weather, they would sail away in the boats
which brought them food. Above all they were
alarmed about the attitude of the Lacedaemonians,
thinking that it was because they had some ground for
confidence that they were no longer making overtures
to them; and they repented having rejected their
proposals for peace. But Cleon, knowing that their
suspicions were directed against him because he had
prevented the agreement, said that the messengers
who had come from Pylos were not telling the truth.
Whereupon these messengers advised, if their own
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reports were not believed, that commissioners be sent
to see for themselves, and Cleon himself was chosen by
the Athenians, with Theagenes as his colleague.
Realizing now that he would either be obliged to bring
the same report as the messengers whose word he
was impugning, or, if he contradicted them, be con-
victed of falsehood, and also seeing that the Athenians
were now somewhat more inclined to send an ex-
pedition, he told them that they ought not to send
commissioners, or by dallying to let slip a favourable
opportunity, but urged them, if they themselves
thought the reports to be true, to send a fleet and
fetch the men. And pointing at Nicias son ot
Niceratus, who was one of the generals and an
enemy of his, and taunting him, he said that it was
an easy matter, if the generals were men, to sail
there with a proper force and take the men on the
island, declaring that this was what he himself would
have done had he been in command.

XXVIII. The Athenians thereupon began to
clamour against Cleon, asking him why he did not sail
even now, if it seemed to him so easy a thing ; and
Nicias, noticing this and Cleon’s taunt, told him that
as far as the generals were concerned he might take
whatever force he wished and make the attempt.
As for Cleon, he was at first ready to go, thinking it
was only in pretence that Nicias offered to relinquish
the command; but when he realized that Nicias
really desired to yicld the command to him, he
tried to back out, saying that not he but Nicias was
general ; for by now he was alarmed, and never
thought that Nicias would go so far as to retire in
his favour But again \ulh ul(rrd him to g0 and
offered to resign his Lmnman{] of the expulltlun
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against Pylos, calling the Athenians to witness that
he did so. And the more Cleon tried to evade the
expedition and to back out of his own proposal, the
more insistently the Athenians, as is the way with a
crowd, urged Nicias to give up the command and
shouted to Cleon to sail. And so, not knowing how
he could any longer escape from his own proposal,
he undertook the expedition, and, coming forward,
said that he was not afraid of the Lacedaemonians,
and that he would sail without taking a single
Athenian soldier, but only the Lemnian and Imbrian
troops which were in Athens and a body of targeteers
which had come from Aenos, and four hundred
archers from other places. With these, in addition
to the troops now at Pylos, he said that within
twenty days he would either bring back the Lace-
daemonians alive or slay them on the spot. At this
vain talk of his there was a burst of laughter on the
part of the Athenians, but nevertheless the sensible
men among them were glad, for they reflected that
they were bound to obtain one of two good things—
either they would get rid of Cleon, which they
preferred, or if they were disappointed in this, he
would subdue the Lacedaemonians for them.
XXIX. When he had arranged everything in the
assembly and the Athenians had voted in favour of
his expedition, he chose as his colleague Demos-
thenes, one of the generals at Pylos, and made haste
to set sail. He selected Demosthenes because he had
heard that he was planning to make his landing on
the island. For his soldiers, who were suffering
because of the discomforts of their position, where
they were rather besieged than besiegers, were eager
to run all risks. And Demosthenes himself had also
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been emboldened by a conflagration which had swept
the island. For hitherto, since the island was for
the most part covered with woods and had no roads,
having never been inhabited, he had been afraid to
land, thinking that the terrain was rather in the
enemy’s favour; for they could attack from an un-
seen position and inflict damage upon a large army
after it had landed. To his own troops, indeed, the
mistakes and the preparations of the enemy would
not be equally clear by reason of the woods, whereas
all their own mistakes would be manifest to their
opponents, and so they could fall upon them un-
expectedly wherever they wished, since the power
of attack would rest with them. If, on the other
hand, he should force his way into the thicket and
there close with the enemy, the smaller force which
was acquainted with the ground would, he thought,
be stronger than the larger number who were un-
acquainted with it; and his own army, though large,
would be destroyed piece-meal before he knew it,
because there was no possible way of seeing the
points at which the detachments should assist one
another.

XXX. It was especially owing to his experience
in Aetolia,! when his reverse was in some measure
due to the forest, that these thoughts occurred to
Demosthenes. But the soldiers were so cramped in
their quarters that they were obliged to land on the
edge of the island and take their meals under cover
of a picket, and one of their number accidentally set-
fire to a small portion of the forest, and from this,
when a breeze had sprung up, most of the forest was
burned before they knew it. Thus it happened that

1 ¢f. 111, xcvii., xeviii.
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Demosthenes, who could now get a better view of
the Lacedaemonians, found that they were more
numerous than he had thought; for he had previously
suspected that the number for which they were
sending provisions was smaller than they stated.!
He also found that the island was less difficult to
make a landing upon than he had supposed. He
now, therefore, believing that the object in view was
well worth a more serious effort on the part of the
Athenians, began preparations for the attempt, sum-
moning troops from the allies in the neighbourhood
and getting everything else ready.

Cleon, meanwhile, having first sent word to De-
mosthenes that he would soon be there, arrived at
Pylos, bringing the army for which he had asked. As
soon as they had joined forces, they sent a herald to
the enemy’s camp on the mainland, giving them the
option, if they wished to avoid a conflict, of ordering
the men on the island to surrender themselves and
their arms, on condition that they should be held in
mild custody until some agreement should be reached
about the main question.? XXXI. This offer being
rejected, the Athenians waited for one day, but on
the next day while it was still dark they embarked
all their hoplites on a few vessels and put off, landing
a little before dawn on both sides of the island, on
the side toward the open sea and on that facing the
harbour, their number being about eight hundred,
all hoplites. They then advanced at a run against
the first guard-post on the island. For the forces of
the enemy were disposed as follows: in this, the
first post, there were about thirty hoplites; the
central and most level part of the island, near their

1 ¢f. ch. xvi. 1. 2 i.e. & general peace.
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water supply,! was held by the main body of troops,
under the command of Epitadas; and a small detach-
ment guarded the very extremity of the island where
it looks toward Pylos. This point was precipitous on
the side toward the sea and least assailable toward
the land; there was also here an old fortification,
built of stones picked up,? which the Lacedaemonians
thought would be useful to them in case they should
have to retreat under strong pressure. Such, then,
was the disposition of the enemy’s forces

XXXIL As for the Athenians, they immediately
destroyed the men of the first post, upon whom they
charged at full speed, finding them still in their beds
or endeavouring to snateh up their arms, for they
had not noticed the Athenians’ landing, supposing
that the ships were merely sailing as usual to their
watch-ststion for the night® Then ss soon as day
dawned the rest of the army began to disembark.
These were the crews of somewhat more than seventy
ships (with the single exception of the rowers of the
lowest benches®), equipped each in his own way,
besides eight hundred archers and as many targeteers,
and also the Messenians who had come to reinforce
them, and all the others who were on duty about Pylos
except the men left to guard the fort. Under
Demosthenes’ direction they were divided into com:
panies of two hundred more or less, which occupied
the highest points of the island, in order that the
enemy, being surrounded on all sides, might be in
the greatest possible perplexity and not know which

time 4 trireme was manned b;; fifty-four 8arauira:, fifty four
(wyirar {oceupants of the middie bank), sixiy-two Goawira:
{upper bank}, snd thirty xeplrey (reserve oarsmen}, incguding
xgpérar and dwiBdrac
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attack to face, but be exposed to missiles on every
side from the host of their opponents—if they
attacked those in front, from those behind; if those
on either flank, from those arrayed on the other.
And they would always find in their rear, whichever
way they moved, the light-armed troops of the enemy,
which were the most difficult to deal with, since they
fought at long range with arrows, javelins, stones,
and slings. Nay, they could not even get at them,
for they were victorious even as they fled, and as
soon as their pursuers turned they were hard upon
them again. Such was the idea which Demosthenes
had in mind when he devised the plan of landing,
and such were his tactics when he put this into
effect.

XXXIII. Now when the troops under Epitadas,
constituting the main body of the Lacedaemonians
on the island, saw that the first outpost was de-
stroyed and that an army was advancing against
them, they drew up in line and set out to attack the
Athenian hoplites, wishing to come to close quarters
with them; for these were stationed directly in front
+ of them, while the light-armed troops were on their
flank and rear. They were not able, however, to
engage with the hoplites or to avail themselves of
their own peculiar skill in fighting; for the light-
armed troops kept attacking them with missiles from
either side and thus held them in check, and at the
same time the hoplites did not advance against them,
but remained quiet. They did, however, put the
light-armed troops to flight wherever they pressed
most closely upon them in their charges; and then
these latter would wheel about and keep fighting,
being lightly equipped and therefore finding it easy
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to take to flight in good time, since the ground was
difficult and, because it had never been inhabited,
was naturally rough. Over such a terrain the Lace-
daemonians, who were in heavy armour, were unable
to pursue them.

XXXIV. For some little time they skirmished thus
with one another; but when the Lacedaemonians
were no longer able to dash out promptly at the point
where they were attacked, the light-armed troops
noticed that they were slackeuning in their defence,
and also conceived the greatest confidence in them-
selves, now that they could see that they were
undoubtedly many times more numerous than the
enemy,and, since their losses had from the outset been
less heavy than they had expected, they had gradu-
ally become accustomed to regarding their opponents
as less formidable than they had seemed at their first
landing when their own spirits were oppressed by
the thought that they were going to fight against
Lacedaemonians. Conceiving, therefore, a contempt
for them, with a shout they charged upon them in a
body, hurling at them stones, arrows or javelins,
whichever each man had at hand. The shouting
with which the Athenians accompanied their charge
caused consternation among the Lacedaemonians,
who were unaccustomed to this manner of fighting ;
and the dust from the newly-burned forest rose in
clouds to the sky, so that a man could not see what
was in front of him by reason of the arrows and
stones, hurled, in the midst of the dust, by many
hands. And so the battle began to go hard with
the Lacedaemonians; for their felt cuirasses afforded
them no protection against the arrows, and the points
of the javelins broke off and clung there when the
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men were struck. They were, therefore, quite at
their wits’ end, since the dust shut off their view
ahead and they could not hear the word of command
on their own side because the enemy’s shouts were
louder. Danger encompassed them on every side and
they despaired of any means of defence availing to
save them.

XXXV. At last when they saw that their men
were being wounded in large numbers because they
had to move backwards and forwards always on the
same ground, they closed ranks and fell back to the
farthermost fortification on the island, which was not
far distant, and to their own garrison stationed there.
But the moment they began to give way, the light-
armed troops, now emboldened, fell upon them with
a louder outcry than ever. Those of the Lacedae-
monians who were intercepted in their retreat were
slain, but the majority of them escaped to the fortifi-
cation, where they ranged themselves with the
garrison there, resolved to defend it at every point
where it was assailable. The Athenians followed,
but the position was so strong that they could not
outflank and surround the defenders. They, there-
fore, tried to dislodge them by a frontal attack.
Now for a long time, and indeed during the greater
part of the day, in spite of the distress from the battle,
from thirst, and from the heat of the sun, both sides
held out, the one trying to drive the enemy from the
heights, the other merely to hold their ground; the
Lacedaemonians, however, now found it easier than
before to defend themselves, since they could not be
taken in flank.

XXXVI. But when the business seemed intermin-
able, the general ! of the Messenians came to Cleon

1 Named Comon, according to Paus. 1v. xxvi. 2.
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and Demosthenes and said that their side was
wasting its pains; but if they were willing to give
him a portion of their bowmen and light-armed
troops, so that he could get round in the enemy’s
rear by some path or other which he might himself
discover, he thought that he could force the approach.
Obtaining what he asked for, he started from a point
out of the enemy’s sight, so as not to be observed by
them, and advanced along the precipitous shore of
the island, wherever it offered a foothold, to a point
where the Lacedaemonians, trusting to the strength
of the position, maintained no guard. Thus with great
difficulty he barely succeeded in getting round
unobserved and suddenly appeared on the high
ground in the enemy’s rear, striking them with
consternation by this unexpected move, but far more
encouraging his friends, who now saw what they
were expecting. The Lacedaemonians were now
assailed on both sides,and—to compare a small affair
with a great one—were in the same evil case as
they had been at Thermopylae ; for there they had
perished when the Persians got in their rear by the
path,! and here they were caught in the same way.
Since, then, they were now assailed on both sides
they no longer held out, but, fighting few against
many and withal weak in body from lack of food,
they began to give way. And the Athenians by this
time were in possession of the approaches.

XXXVII. But Cleon and Demosthenes, realizing
that if the enemy should give back ever so little
more they would be destroyed by the Athenian army,
put a stop to the battle and held back their own
men, wishing to deliver them alive to the Athenians

1 of. Hat. vii. 213,
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and in hopes that possibly, when they heard the
herald’s proclamation, they would be broken in spirit
and submit to the present danger. Accordingly, they
caused the herald to proclaim that they might, if
they wished, surrender themselves and their arms
to the Athenians, these to decide their fate as should
seem good to them.

XXXVIII. When the Lacedaemonians heard this,
most of them lowered their shields and waved their
hands, indicating that they accepted the terms
proposed. An armistice was then arranged and a
conference was held, Cleon and Demosthenes repre-
senting the Athenians and Styphon son of Pharax
the Lacedaemonians. Of the earlier Lacedaemonian
commanders the first, Epitadas, had been slain and
Hippagretas, who had been chosen as next in suc-
cession, now lay among the fallen and was accounted
dead, though he was still alive; and Styphon was
third in succession, having been originally chosen,
as the law prescribed, to be in command in case
anything should happen to the other two. He
then, and those with him, said that they wished to
send a herald over to the Lacedaemonians on the
mainland to ask what they must do. The Athenians,
however, would not let any of them go, but them-
selves summoned heralds from the mainland; then,
after interrogatories had been exchanged two or
three times, the last man who came over to them
from the Lacedaeménians on the mainland brought
this message : “ The Lacedaemonians bid you decide
your case for yourselves, but do nothing dishonour-
able.” So they took counsel with one another and
then surrendered themselves and their arms. During
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that day and the following night the Athenians kept
them under guard ; but on the next day, after setting
up a trophy on the island, they made all their
preparations to sail, distributing the prisoners among
the trierarchs for safe-keeping; and the Lacedae-
monians sent a herald and brought their dead to the
mainland. The number of those who had been
killed or taken alive on the island was as follows:
four hundred and twenty hoplites had crossed over
in all ; of these two hundred and ninety two were
brought to Athens alive ; all the rest had been slain.
Of those who survived one hundred and twenty
were Spartans.! Of the Athenians, however, not
many perished ; for it was not a pitched battle.

XXXIX. The time during which the men on the
island were under blockade, from the sea fight up to
the battle on the island, amounted all told to seventy-
two days. For about twenty of these days, the
period during which the envoys were absent nego-
tiating the truce, they were regularly provisioned,
but the rest of the time they lived on what was
smuggled in. And indeed some grain was found
on the island at the time of the capture, as well as
other articles of food; for the commander Epitadas
was accustomed to give each man a scantier ration
than his supplies would have allowed.

The Athenians and Peloponnesians now withdrew
from Pylos and returned home with their respective
forces, and Cleon’s promise, mad as it was, had been
fulfilled ; for within twenty days he brought the men
as he had undertaken to do. XL. Of all the events
of this war this came as the greatest surprise to the
Hellenic world ; for men could not conceive that the

1 d.e. citizens of S%rta, the rest being from the neigh-
bouring towns of the Perioeci ; ¢f. ch. viii. 1. 281
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Lacedaemonians would ever be induced by hunger
or any other compulsion to give up their arms, but
thought that they would keep them till they died,
fighting as long as they were able; and they could
not believe that those who had surrendered were as
brave as those who had fallen. And when one of the
Athenian allies sometime afterwards sneen’nglﬁ asked
one of the ecaptives taken on the island, whether the
Lacedacmonians who had been slain were brave men
and true,l the answer was, that the shaft, meaning
the arrow, would be worth a great deal if it could
distinguish the brave, intimating that it was a mere
matter of chance who was hit and killed by stones
and bow-shots.

XILI When the captives were brought to Athens,
the Athenians determined to keep them in prison
until some agreement should be reached, but if
before that the Peloponnesians should invade their
territory, to bring them out and put them to death,
They alse placed a garrison in Pyles, and the Messen-
ians at Naupsactus, regarding this territory as their
fatheriand-—for Pylos belongs to the ecountry that
was once Messenia—sent thither such of their own
number as were best fitted for the task and proceeded
to ravage the Laconian territory, and they did a
great deal of damage, since they were men of the
same speech as the inhabitants. As for the Lace-
daemonians, they had never before experienced pre-
datory warfare of this kind, and therefore, when the
Helots began to desert and there was reason to fear
that the revolutionary movement might gain still
further headway in their territory, they were uneasy,
and, in spite of their desire not to betray their alarm

¢ Implying that the sarvivers were not.
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to the Athenians, kept sending envoys to them in the
endeavour to recover Pylos and the prisoners. But
the Athenians constantly made greater demands and
the envoys, although they came again and again, were
always sent home unsuccessful. Such were the
events at Pylos.

XLII During the same summer and directly after
these events the Athenians made an expedition into
Corinthian territory with eighty ships and two
thousand Athenian hoplites, together with two hun-
dred cavalry on board horse-transports; allied forces
also went with them, namely Milesian, Andrian, and
Carystian troops, the whole being under the command
of %icias son of Niceratus and two others. These
sailed and at day-break landed midway between the
peninsula Chersonesus and the stream Rheitus, at
a point on the beach over which rises the Solygeian
hill—the hill- where the Dorians in olden times?!
established themselves when they made war upon the
Corinthians in the city, who were Aeolians; and there
is still on the hill a village called Solygeia. From
this point on the beach where the ships put in to shore
this village is twelve stadia distant, the city of Corinth
sixty, and the Isthmus twenty. But the Corinthians,
having previous information from Argos that the
Athenian army would come, had long before occu-
pied the Isthmus with all their forces, except those
who dwelt north of the Isthmus and five hun-
dred Corinthians who were away doing garrison duty
in Ambracia? and Leucas; all the rest to a man
were now there, watching to see where the Athenians

2 Three hundred of these had been sent the previous
winter to Ambracia, which was a Corinthian colony ; ¢f. 111
cxiv. 4.
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]

! The Corinthian eastern haven, seventy stedia from the

ty.
% The chiof place on this cosat-line between the Isthmus
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would land. But when the Athenians eluded them
by making their landing by night and the Corin-
thians were notified by the raising of fire-signals, these
left half of their troops at Cenchraeae,! in case the
Athenians should after all go against Crommyon,?
and in haste rushed to the defence.

XLIII. Thereupon Battus,one of the two Corinthian
generals present at the battle, took a company and
went to the village of Solygeia, which was unwalled,
to guard it, while Lycophron attacked with the
remainder of their troops. Now at first the Corinth-
ians assailed the right wing of the Athenians, which
had just disembarked in front of Chersonesus, and
afterwards engaged the rest of the army also. The
battle was stubbornly contested throughout and
fought at close quarters. The Athenian right
wing, at whose extremity were stationed the
Carystians, received the charge of the Corinthians
and drove them back, though with difficulty; but
the latter retreated to a stone fence and, since
the ground was everywhere a steep slope, pelted
the Athenians with stones, being on higher ground,
and then, raising the paean, charged a second
time. The Athenians received the charge and the
battle was again waged at close quarters. Then a
company of the Corinthians, reinforcing their own
left wing, routed the right wing of the Athenians
and pursued it to the sea; but again upon reaching
the ships the Athenians and Carystians rallied. The
other divisions of the two armies were continuously
engaged, especially the right wing of the Corinthians,
where Lycophron was in command against the
and Megara, some 120 stadia from Corinth, known as the
haun% ;) the wild boar killed by Theseus (Paus. 1. xxvii. 9;
IL i 3).
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Athenian left and kept it in check; for they ex-
pected the Athenians to make an attempt against
the village of Solygeia.

XLIV. For a long time they held out, neither side
yielding to the other. Then as the Athenians had
an advantage in the support of their cavalry, whereas
the other side had no horses, the Corinthians turned
and retired to the hill, where they halted, and did
not come down again but remained quiet. In this
repulse it was on their right wing that most of the
Corinthians that were lost were killed, among them
Lycophron the general. But the rest of the Corinthian
army retired in this manner—there was no long
pursuit nor hasty flight, but when it was forced
back, it withdrew to the higher ground and there
established itself. As for the Athenians, when the
enemy no longer came against them and offered
battle, they stripped the corpses, took up their own
dead, and straightway set up a trophy. Meanwhile
the other half of the Corinthian forces, which was
stationed at Cenchraeae as a garrison to prevent the
Athenians from making a descent upon Crommyon,
were unable to see the battle because Mt. Oneium
intervened ; but when they saw the cloud of dust and
realized what was going on, they rushed thither at
once, as did also the older men in the city of Corinth
when they perceived what had happened. But the
Athenians, seeing the whole throng advancing and
thinking it to be a detachment of the neighbouring
Peloponnesians coming to assist the Corinthians, with-
drew in haste to their ships, having their spoils and
the bodies of their own dead, except two, which they
left behind because they were not able to find them.
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So they embarked and crossed over to the adjacent
islands, and sending thence a herald recovered under
truce the bodies which they had left behind. There
were slain in this battle two hundred and twelve
of the Corinthians, and of the Athenians somewhat
fewer than fifty.

XLV. Setting out from the islands, the Athenians
sailed the same day to Crommyon in Corinthian
territory, which is distant a hundred and twenty
stadia from the city, and coming to anchor ravaged
the land and bivouacked during the night. The next
day sailing along the coast they came first to the
territory of Epidaurus, where they made a landing,
and then to Methana, between Epidaurus and
Troezen, where they walled off the neck of the
peninsula on which Methana lies. Here they left
a garrison, which afterward occupied itself with
marauding excursions into the territory of Troezen,
Haliae, and Epidaurus. But the fleet sailed back
to Athens as soon as the fortifications at Methana
had been completed.

XLVI. It was at this time, while these events
were occurring, that Eurymedon and Sophocles,!
setting sail from Pylos for Sicily with an Athenian
fleet, arrived at Corcyra. There they took part with
the men from the city? in an expedition against
the Corcyraeans who had established themselves on
Mt. Istone, and who at this time, after crossing over
thither subsequently to the revolution, were domin-
ating the country and doing a great deal of damage.
The stronghold was taken by assault, but the men in

1 ¢f. ch. viii. 3; xxix.
* The democrats who had held the city since 427 B.c. (¢f.
mr. Ixxxv.).
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it fled in a body to some high ground and there
capitulated, on condition that they should surrender
their mercenary troops and give up their arms,
leaving it to the Athenian people to decide upon
their own fate. The generals accordingly conveyed
the men under truce to the island of Ptychial to be
kept under custody there until they should be sent
to Athens, and the understanding was that if anyone
should be caught trying to run away the truce should
be regarded as broken for them all. But the leaders
of the popular party at Corcyra were afraid that the
Athenians would not put them to death on their
arrival at Athens, and therefore resorted to the
following stratagem. They first tried to persuade a
few of the men on the island to run away, by secretly
sending thither friends who were instructed to say,
with a show of good will, that the best course for
them was to do this with no loss of time, and
promising to have a boat ready; for the Athenian
generals, they explained, were intending to deliver
them up to the Corcyraean populace. XLVII. And
when the men had been persuaded, and were caught
sailing away in the boat which the others had pro-
vided, the truce was broken and the whole party
was delivered up to the Corcyraeans. But what
chiefly contributed to such a result, so that the
pretext seemed quite plausible and that those who
devised the scheme felt little fear about putting it
into effect, was the fact that the Athenian generals
showed that they would not be willing, as they
were bound for Sicily themselves, to have the men
conveyed to Athens by others, who would thus
get the credit for conducting them. Now the
Corcyraeans took over the prisoners and shut them

1 ¢f. 111 Ixxv. 5 ; now called Vido. 293
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up in a large building ; afterwards they led them
out in groups of twenty and marched them down
between two lines of hoplites stationed on either
.side, the prisoners being bound to one another
and receiving blows and stabs from the men who
stood in the lines, if any of these perchance saw
among them a personal enemy; and men with
scourges walked by their sides to quicken the steps
of such as proceeded too slowly on the way.

XLVIII. In this manner about sixty men were led
out and killed without the knowledge of the men
who remained in the house, who supposed that their
companions were being led out in order to be trans-
ferred to some other place. But when they perceived
what was going on, or were told by somebody, they
appealed to the Athenians and urged them, if they
wished to kill them, to do so with their own hands;
and they refused thenceforth to leave the house,
and declared that they would not allow anyone to
enter if they could prevent it. Nor had the Cor-
cyraeans themselves any intention of trying to force
their way in by the doors, but climbing on to the
top of the building and breaking through the roof
they hurled tiles and shot arrows upon them from
above. The men inside tried to defend themselves
as best as they could, and at the same time most
of them set to work to destroy themselves by
thrusting into their throats the arrows which the
enemy had shot or by strangling themselves with
the cords from some beds that happened to be in the
place or with strips made from their own garments.
Thus for the greater part of the night—for night fell
upon their misery—dispatching themselves in every
fashion and struck by the missiles of the men on
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the roof, they perished. When day came the Corcy-
raeans loaded the bodies on wagons, laying them
lengthwise and crosswise, and hauled them out of the
city ; but the women who had been captured in the
fort were sold into captivity. In such fashion the
Corcyraeans from the mountain were destroyed by
the popular party, and the revolution, which had
lasted long, ended thus, so far at least as this war
was concerned; for there were no longer enough
of the oligarchs left to be of any account. But the
Athenians sailed for Sicily, whither they had set out
in the first place, and proceeded to carry on the war
in conjunction with their allies in the island.

XLIX. At the end of the same summer the
Athenians at Naupactus and the Acarnanians made
a campaign, and took by the treachery of its in-
habitants Anactorium, a city belonging to the Cor-
inthians which is situated at the mouth of the
Ambracian Gulf; and the Acarnanians, expelling the
Corinthians, occupied the place with colonists drawn
from all their tribes. And the summer ended.

L. During the following winter Aristides! son of
Archippus, one of the commanders of the Athenian
ships which had been sent to the allies to collect the
revenues, arrested at Eion on the Strymon Arta-
phernes, a Persian, who was on his way from the
King to Lacedaemon. He was conveyed to Athens,
and the Athenians caused his letters to be transcribed
from the Assyrian characters and read them. Many
other matters were touched upon therein, but the most
important, with reference to the Lacedaemonians,
was that the King did not know what they wanted ;
for though many envoys had come to him, no two

1 Mentioned again ch. Ixxv. 1 as general in these waters.
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told the same tale; if therefore they had any de-
finite proposal to make, they should send men to
him in company with the Persian. As for Arta.
phernes, the Athenians afterwards sent him to
Ephesus in & trirerme, together with some envoys;
these, however, hearing there of the recent death
of King Artaxerxes son of Xerxes—for he died about
that time!'—returned to Athens.

Li. The same winter the Chians demolished their
new wall at the bidding of the Athenians, who
suspected them of planning an insurrection against
themselves ; they, however, obtained from the Athen-
isng pledges and such security as they could that
they would adopt no harsh measures against them,
And the winter ended, and with it the seventh year
of this war of which Thucydides composed the

Li?: At the very beginning of the next summer a
partial eclipse of the sun took place at new moon,
and in the early part of the same month an earth-
guake. Alsothe citizens of Mytilene and of the other
cities of Lesbos who were in exile, the majority of
them setting out from the mainland, hired some
mercenaries from the Peloponnesus, gathered still
others on the spot, and took Rhoeteum ; but they
restored it agein without having done any damage,
on receiving two thousand Phocaean staters.? After
this they made an expedition against Antandros and
took the ecity through treachery on the part of the
inhabitants, It was, in fact, their plan to free the

¥ The Phocacan stater was notorious for the badness of the
gold {or rather electron}; ¢f. Dem. xi. 36. It was worth about
fwenty-three milver drachmas. BSes Hultach, Gr, und rom.
Met et 184,
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rest of the cities known as the Actaean cities,! which
had hitherto been in the possession of the Athenians,
though inhabited by Mytilenaeans, and above all
Antandros. Having strengthened this place, where
there was every facility for building ships—timber
being available on the spot and Ida being near at hand
—as well as for providing other equipments of war,
they could easily, making it the base of their opera-
tions, not only ravage Lesbos, which was near, but
also master the Aeolic towns on the mainland. Such
were the plans upon which they were preparing to
embark.

LIII. During the same summer the Athenians
with sixty ships, two thousand hoplites, and a small
detachment of cavalry, taking with them also some
Milesians and others of their allies, made an expedi-
tion against Cythera. In command of the expedition
were Nicias son of Niceratus, Nicostratus son- of
Dieitrephes, and Autocles son of Tolmaeus. Now
Cythera is an island adjacent to Laconia, lying off
Malea; its inhabitants are Lacedaemonians of the
class of the Perioeci, and an official called the Bailiff
of Cythera used to cross over thither once a year
from Sparta; they also used regularly to send over a
garrison of hoplites and paid much attention to the
place. For it served them as a port of call for mer-
chant ships from Egypt and Libya, and, moreover,
pirates would be less likely to annoy Laconia from
the sea,? on which side alone it could be harmed;
for the whole coast runs out towards the Sicilian and
the Cretan seas.? LIV. So then the Athenians, putting
in at Cythera with their armament, consisting of ten

8 Others take xaoa of the island, which forms as it were
a bastion ‘¢ running out into the Sicilian and Cretan seas.”
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Ererra rpamwouevor xarédvyor és Ty dvw wokew,
xat Uorepov EvvéBnaav wpds Nilay wal rots
Evvdpyovras Abnaios émirpédrar mepl oddw
3 adr@v wAjrlavdrov, foay 8¢ Tives xal yevouevos
¢ Niwig Noyoe wporepor mpos tiwas riy Kofy-
piwy, 8 & xal Bdcooy kel émerndetdTepov 76 Te
wapavtika xal 1o Emera Td® ris opodorias
énpdxln adrols dvéornoay yap dv® ol *Abnvaio
Kubnpiove, Aaxedatpoviovs ve Svras xal émi +3
4 Aaxwvied) Ths vioov offrws émieipéons.  perd 8¢
v EdpBaciy of 'Adgralor Ty 1e Sxdvéear 1o
émi TP Mpbn wodhiopa waparaBovres xal Tév
Kuipwr prraxiy momnodueros émdevoar & 7€
‘Actvny rat “Elos kel Td wheloTa 1éy mepl
faracoay, kat dwoSdoes wowotpevor xat vavie-

1 Btahl’s conjecture for &l urdsep of the MSS., whick is

deleted by Hude, following Kriger.
? rd, omitted by the best MSS. #2», added by Heilmann.

I An jneredibly large number. In wviir. xxv, 2, where
they are in their own land, the Milesiana can oppose to the
enemy oniy 800 hoplites. Nor would ten ships sufice for so
many epibatae, Perhape there is a confusion in the numeri.
cal sign, due to a copyist.

2 The haven of Cythers, some ten siadia distant from that
city,
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ships and two thousand Milesian hoplites,® took the
city by the sea cailed Scandeia®; then, with the rest
of their forces landing on the part of the island
which looks toward Malea, they advanced against
the city of Cythera which is away from the sea}
where they found that all the iphabitants had im-
mediately established themselves in camp. A fight
ensued, in which the Cytherians stood their ground
for some little time, then turmed and fled to the
upper town, but afterwards capitulated to Nicias
and his colleagues, agreeing to leave the question of
their own fate, except as to a penalty of death, to
the arbitration of the Athenians. Some negotiations
between Nicias and certain of the Cytherians had
already taken place, and for this reason the settlement
of the terms, both for the present and the future,
was arranged more speedily and with better advan-
tage to them; for otherwise the Athenians would
have expelled the inhabitants, since they were Lace-
daemonians and the island lay in that position on
the coast of lLaconia. . After the capitulation the
Athenians took possession of Scandeia, the town at
the harbour, and having taken precautions for
guarding Cythera, then sailed to Asine, Helus, and
most of the other towns on the seacoast; here they
made raids or bivouacked at whatever place they

9 It seems necessary to adopt BtabPa conjecturs &xd farde-
ays, or delete érl fardooy. * One division of the Athenian
force landed at Scandela, another, disembarking on the
N. E. const, marched ou the capital. The second foree found
the Cytheriana prepared to meet them ; in the battle which
ensuaed the Cytherians were routed, and fled to the upper
city, f.e. the capital. This explanation is borne out by
existing remains. Bee Frazer's Pansanias, iii, 385, 388 ; also
Weil in Mitthel, d. Arch. Inat. in Athen. v. 224-243.” (Bpratt.}
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found convenient, and ravaged the land for about
seven days.

- LV. The Lacedaemonians, though they saw the
Athenians in possession of Cythera and expected
them to make such descents upon their own territory,
nowhere massed their forces to oppose them, but
sent garrisons here and there throughout the country,
determining the number of hoplites by the strength
needed at each point, and otherwise were very
watchful, fearing lest some revolution should take
place which would affect their constitution; for the
calamity which had befallen them at the island of
Sphacteria -had been great and unexpected, Pylos
and Cythera were occupied, and on all sides they
were encompassed by a war which moved with a
swiftness which defied precaution. Consequently
they organized, contrary to their custom, a force of
four hundred cavalry and bowmen, and in military
matters they now became more timid than at any
time before they were involved in a naval struggle
which was outside their own existing scheme of
military organisation, and that too against Athenians,
with whom an attempt foregone was always so much
lost of what they had reckoned on accomplishing.!
Besides, the reverses of fortune, which had befallen
them unexpectedly in such numbers and in so short
a time, caused very great consternation, and they
were afraid that some time a calamity might again
come upon them like that which had happened on
the island; and on this account they showed less
spirit in their fighting, and whatever move they might
make they thought would be a failure, because they
had lost all self-confidence in consequence of having
been hitherto unused to adversity.

1
of. 1 Ixx. 7. 305
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LVI. Accordingly, while the Athenians were at
that time ravaging their seaboard, they generally
kept quiet when any descent was made upon any
particular garrison, each thinking itself inferior in
number and there being such depression. One
garrison, however, which offered resistance in the
region of Cotyrta and Aphrodisia, frightened the
scattered crowd of light-armed troops by a charge,
but when it encountered hoplites retreated again, a
few of their men being killed and some of their arms
taken ; and the Athenians, after setting up a trophy,
sailed back to Cythera. From there they sailed to
Epidaurus Limera, and after ravaging some part of
the land came to Thyrea, which belongs to the dis-
trict called Cynuria, on the border between the Argive
and Laconian territories. This district the Lace-
daemonians who occupied it had given to the ex-
pelled Aeginetans to dwell in, on account of the
kind services shown themselves at the time of the
earthquake and the uprising of the Helots, and be-
cause they had always sided with their policy, in
spite of being subject to the Athenians.

LVII. While, then, the Athenians were still sailing
up, the Aeginetans left the fort by the sea which
they happened to be building and withdrew to the
upper town, where they dwelt, at a distance of about
ten stadia from the sea. Now a detachment of the
Lacedaemonian troops which were distributed in gar-
risons about the country was assisting the Aeginetans
to build this fort. But they refused to enter the
fort with them, as they requested, since it seemed to
them dangerous to be cooped up in it; but retreat-
ing to high ground they kept quiet, thinking them-
selves no match for the enemy. Meanwhile the
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Athenians landed, and advancing straightway with
their whole force took Thyrea. They burned the’
city and pillaged what was in it; but they carried to
Athens all the Aeginetans who did not perish in
the action, together with their Lacedaemonian
commander who was present, Tantalus son of Patro-
cles, who was wounded and taken prisoner. They
brought also a few men from Cythera, whom they
thought best to remove for the sake of safety.
These the Athenians determined to place for safe-
keeping on the islands, and to permit the rest of the
Cytherians to occupy their own territory on payment
of a tribute of forty talents,! but to put to death all
the Aeginetans who had been captured, because
of their former inveterate enmity, and to imprison
Tantalus along with the other Lacedaemonians cap-
tured on the island of Sphacteria.

LVIII. During the same summer, in Sicily, an
armistice was first concluded between the Cama-
rinaeans and Geloans; then representatives from all
the other Sicilian cities came together in Gela and
held a conference, to see whether they might not
become reconciled. Many opinions were expressed
for and against, the several envoys disputing and
making demands according as they believed that
their own rights were being prejudiced ; and among
the rest Hermocrates son of Hermon, the Syracusan,
whose word proved to have the greatest weight with
the others, spoke in the general interest 2 words to
this effect: :

LIX. «The city which I represent, Siceliots, is
not the weakest, nor is it suffering most in the war; but
I propose to speak in the general interest, declaring

1 £800, $3,840. 2 Or, ‘ before the meeting.”
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the opinion which seems to me the best for Sicily as
a whole. As for the miseries which war entails, why
should one by expressly stating all that can be said
make a long harangue in the presence of those who
know? For no one is either forced to make war
through ignorance of what it is, or deterred from
making it by fear, if he thinks he will get some
advantage from it. Whatreally happens is this, that
to one side the gains appear greater than the terrors,
while the other deliberately prefers to undergo the
dangers rather than submit to a temporary dis-
advantage ; but if it should turn out that these two
lines of action are both inopportune, each for the
side which adopts it, then some profit may come
from exhortations which advise a compromise. And
so with us at the present time, if we could be
persuaded of the wisdom of this course it would be
to our great advantage; for each of us began the
war in the first place because we desired to promote
our private interests. So now let us endeavour by
setting forth our conflicting claims to become recon-
ciled with each other; and then, if we do not
after all succeed in securing, each of us, what is fair
and just before we part, we shall go to war again.
LX. “And yet we should recognise the fact that
the subject of our conference will not, if we are wise,
be our private interests merely, but rather the ques-
tion whether we shall still be able to save Sicily
as a whole, for it is against it, in my judgment, that
the Athenians are plotting ; and we must consider
that we have an argument far more cogent to bring
us together on these matters than my words, namely,
the Athenians, who possess a military power greater
than that of any other Hellenic state and are now at
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hand with a few ships watching for our mistakes,
and under the lawful name of alliance are speciously
trying to turn to their own advantage our natural
hostility to them. For if we begin war and call them
in—men who of their own accord are ready enough
to intrude their forces even on those who do not ask
for their intervention—and if we spend our own
revenues in doing hurt to ourselves, and at the same
time pave the way for their supremacy, we may well
expect them, when they see that we are worn out,
to come sometime with a larger armament and try
to bring everything here under their sway.

LXI. “And yet,if we are prudent, we ought, each
of us in behalf of his own state, to call in allies and
incur dangers only when we are seeking to win
what does not belong to us and not when we imperil
what is already ours; and we should remember that
faction is the chief cause of ruin to states and
indeed to Sicily, seeing that we her inhabitants, al-
though we are all being plotted against, are disunited,
each city by itself. Recognizing these facts, we must
be reconciled with each other, citizen with citizen
and state with state, and join in a common effort to
save all Sicily. And let no one imagine that only
the Dorians among us are enemies of the Athenians,
while the Chalcidians, because of their kinship with
the Ionians, are safe. For it is not through hatred
of one of the two races into which we are divided that
they will attack us, but because they covet the good
things of Sicily which we possess in common. They
have just made this clear by their response to the
appeal which the people of Chalcidic stock made to
them ;! for to those who have never given them aid

1 ¢f. mr. Ixxxvi. 3.
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according to the terms of their alliance they of their
own accord have fulfilled an ally’s obligations with
a zeal exceeding their compact. That the Athenians
entertain these designs of aggrandisement.is quite
pardonable ; and I have no word of blame for those
who wish to rule, but only for those who are too
ready to submit ; for it is an instinct of man’s nature
always to rule those who yield, but to guard against
those who are ready to attack. If any of us, know-
ing how matters really stand, fails to take proper
precautions, or if anyone has come here not ac-
counting it of paramount importance that we must
all together deal wisely with the common peril, we
are making a mistake. The speediest relief from this
peril would be gained by our entering into an
understanding with one another ; for the base from
which the Athenians propose to move is not their
own territory, but that of the people who asked
them to intervene. And if we follow this course,
war will not end in another war, but without trouble
quarrels will end quietly in peace, and those who
have been invited to intervene, having come with
a fair pretext for injustice, will depart home with a
fair plea for failure.

LXIIL ¢ So far, then, as the Athenians are con-
cerned, this is the great advantage we win if we are
well advised ; but as to the question of peace, which
all men agree is a most desirable thing, why should
we not make it here among ourselves? Or, think
you, if one person now enjoys a blessing and another
labours under adversity, it is not tranquillity far
more than war that will put an end to the latter
and perpetuate the former? And has not peace its
honours and less hazardous splendours, and all the
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other advantages on which one might dilate as easily
as on the horrors of war? Considering these things,
you should not overlook my advice, but should rather
look forward each to his own salvation thereby.
And if any of you cherishes the confident beliet
that he can gain anything either by insisting on
his rights or by an appeal to force, let him not,
through the baffling of his hopes, suffer a grievous
disappointment ; for he knows that many men ere
now, whether pursuing with vengeance those who
have wronged them, or in other cases, hoping to gain
some advantage by the exercise of power, have, on
the one hand, not only not avenged themselves but
have not even come out whole, and, on the other
hand, instead of gaining more, have sacrificed what
was their own. For revenge has no right to ex-
pect success just because a wrong has been done;
nor is strength sure just because it is confident.
But as regards the future, it is uncertainty that for
the most part prevails,! and this uncertainty, utterly
treacherous as it is, proves nevertheless to be also
most salutary; for since both sides alike fear it,
we proceed with a greater caution in attacking one
another. '

LXIII. “ Solet usnow, taking alarm on account of
both these things—the vague fear of this hidden
future and the immediate fear of the dread Athenian
presence—and charging to these obstacles, as effectu-
ally blocking our way, any failure in the plans which
any one of us had hoped to realize, let us dismiss
from the country the enemy who is at our gates, and if
possible let us make peace among ourselves for ever-
more ; but if that may not be, let us conclude a truce
for the longest practicable period, and put off our
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private differences to some other day. In fine, let us
feel assured that if my advice is followed we shall
each keep our city free, and from it, since we shall
be arbiters of our own destiny, we shall with equal
valour ward off both him who comes to benefit and
him who comes to harm. But if, on the other hand,
my advice is rejected and we give heed to others, it
will not be a question of our taking vengeance on
anybody, but, even if we should be never so success-
ful, we should perforce become friends to our
bitterest foes and at variance with those with whom
we should not be.

LXIV. “ As for me, as I said in the beginning,
although 1 represent a most powerful city and am
more ready for attacking another than for self-
defence, I deem it my duty, with these dangers in
view, to make concessions, and not to harm my
enemies in such a way as to receive more injury
myself, or in foolish obstinacy to think that I am as
absolutely master of Fortune, which I do not control,
as of my own judgment; nay, so far as is reasonable
I will give way. And I require of the rest of you to
follow my example and submit to this, not at the
hands of the enemy, but of yourselves. For there is no
disgrace in kinsmen giving way to kinsmen, a Dorian
to a Dorian or a Chalcidian to men of the same race,
since we are, in a word, neighbours and together are
dwellers in a single land encircled by the sea and are
called by a single name, Siceliots. We shall go to
war, no doubt, whenever occasion larises—yes, and
we shall make peace again by taking common counsel
among ourselves; but when alien peoples invade us,
we shall always act in concert, if we are prudent,
and repel them, seeing that any injury suffered
by one of us brings danger to us all; but never
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