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PREFACE

Tue TawLe

Tuere is no doubt that the author of Barlaam and
loasaph himself regarded his story asa true narrative
of the lives of real characters and that this view
was universally lield until quite recent times. The
names of Saint Barlaam and Saint Ioasaph have
figured in the Calendars both of the Roman and of
the Greek Church and still retain their place in the
latter. To-day, however, this view can be no longer
held. A comparison of the story with the well-
known legend of Buddha must convince every open-
minded reader, that the outline of the plotis derived
from the same Eastern source; in spite of all
difference in dctail, the general resemblance is quite
undeniable. In the Martyrologium of Pope Sixtus
the Fifth (1585-1590) under date of 27 November,
are “the holy saints Barlaam and Josaphat, of India,
whose wonderful acts Saint John of Damascus has
described.”! Thus Buddha takes his place as a
Christian saint, for Joasaph is a corruption of the title
Bodhisatta. ‘The writer himself tells us, that the
story was brought to him from India, and it is highly
probable, that what he heard was simply a version of
the life of Buddha, adapted by Christians of the East
to their own use. But we should be going too far, if

! Rhys Davids, Buddhist Birth Stories, p. xxix.
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PREFACE

we sought for traces of Buddhist influence in the
doctrinal teaching of the story. No real relationship
has ever yet been proved between Christian and
Buddhist monasticism; in fact, in spite of certain
obvious resemblances, the two differ profoundly in
spirit. The aim of the Buddhist monk is mainly
negative—deliverance from the evils of the flesh ;
that of the Christian has also a positive aspect—
surrender of the semblance of happiness in this
world in order to gain the reality hereafter, the
“ améppyta ayafd’’ laid up for the righteous in
Heaven.

The main aim of the author was the glorification
of this Christian monasticism. Marriage, the cares
of social and business life, the duties of citizenship—
all these, though not representced as inconsistent with
Christian living, appear only as a second best. The
ideal is the complete devotion of the whole person-
ality to religious contemplation, the renunciation of
wealth and pleasure and the mortification of the
flesh.  In his enthusiasm for the monastic life, as too
in his passionate defence of the veneration ot
Images, our author shows himself clearly an obstinate
adversary of the great Iconoclastic movement of
the eighth century an.

Our book falls roughly into three distinet parts :
the narrative—the thread on which the whole
is strung: the speeches—many of them of great
length—containing long expositions of Christian
doctrine, confessions of Faith and hymns of praise,
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and frequent long quotations from early Christian
writers'; and the Apologues,® fables or parables,
introduced in the speeches to illustrate pictorially
some moral truth. The whole work is steeped in
the language of the Bible and of the Christian
Fathers; and it is this fact that has led the trans-
lators to adopt a style modelled on that of the
Authorised Version. The task is not easy or without
its perils; but in no other way, we believe, could the
unity of the bLook be maintained; the Biblical
quotations, frequent as they are, would harmonise
badly with a more modern style.

Books, like men, have their vicissitudes of fate.
The favourite work of one generation may he the
laughing-stock of the next; and the “edifying story
of Barlaam and loasaph,” which once enjoyed a
popularity comparable to that of the « Pilgrim’s
Progress™ and furnished material for story-books and
romances, for sermons and plays, has fallen into deep
oblivion. That it will ever regain this lost fame is
hardly to be expected ; its world of thought is far
removed from ours and its controversies have in
many eases ceased to concern us very deeply.  But the
tale has still life and vigour ; it is no corpse of a book
that we are dragging from its tomb: we found it, as
the scekers found the bodies of the dead Saints,
Barlaam and loasaph, “olé¢r 03 mporépov xpwrds
TapdAAarroy, 6ASkAypoy 8¢ kal dkpyBas vyiés.”

L Yor Apology of Ar'stides see below, p. viii.
2 See below, p. vil,



PREFACLE

Tue APoLOGUES

It is probable that these picturesque and effective
little stories came with the main narrative from an
Eastern source.l The first ten are put into the
mouth of Barlaam, the last into that of Theudas, and
all are used to point some moral truth. The style is
simple and graphic and to some readers the Apologues
may form the most attractive part of the book.

The best known is, of course, the tale of the
Caskets, made famous by its repetition in Shake-
speare’s Merchant of Ienice.

Tue AroLoGYy oF ARISTIDES

In 1889 Professor Rendel Harris discovered a
Syriac version of the Apology of Aristides in St.
Katharine’s Convent on Mt. Sinai. While engaged
on a study of the new text Dr. Armitage Robinson
was reminded of a passage in Barlaam and loasaph,
and, on turning to the text made the interesting
discovery, that the speech of Nachor (pp. 396-425)
was nothing but the Apology in a Greek dress, fitted,
with somec deftncss, into its new context.? For all
details we will refer to Dr. Armitage Robinson’s work.
We need only remind our readers here, that, according
to Luschius of Cacsarea, the < Apology™ was a defence
of Christianity presented by Aristides, a philosopher

! For details see Max Miiller, Contemp. Reriew (July, 1870).

2 Cp. p. 424 1 (va yv@s, & Bagiked, 811 odx &’ éuavroi TaiTa
ANyw, Tais Ppopals éyxijas 7ov XpioTiavey ebpigers obdev
ifwley Ts GAndelus pe Aéyew.
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PREFACE

of Athens, in 124 to the Emperor Hadrian, when on a
visit to that city; that modern scholars have found
some reasons for assigning the work to the reign of
Antoninus Pius, but that beyond all question, it is
an early and authentic Christian document. The
tone is calm and reasonable and the appcal made is
rather to common-sense and plain facts than to
subtleties of logic or to exalted emotion.

Tue AvuTHorsiip

The question of the authorship of Barlaam and
loasaph cannot be passed over in silence, but con-
siderations of space will only allow us to sum up the
arguments and conclusions as brictly as possible.

Throughout the Middle Ages down to quite vecent
times the book was almost universally attributed to
St. John of Damascus.! No other attributions need
be scriously considered, and the only question for
us to decide is whether we can accept the traditional
authorship of the Damasecene or must let the book
remain anonymous. The earliest MSS. mention
as author a certain “ John the Monk ' ; but a Latin
MS. of the twelfth century in the British Muscum
gives it to Jobn of Damascus by name, and after
that time the tradition becomes inereasingly strong in
his favour. But in 1886 H. Zotenberg, in an
claborate monograph, attempted to prove that
St. John could not have been the author, and many
writers have acecpted his conclusions in simple

1 Ree below, p. xiii.
ix
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trust.  We will sum up the more important of his
arguments :—

(1) He points out that the definite attribution to
St. John does not occur in the earliest MSS.

(2) The importanee of the questions of the
two natures and the two wills of Christ suggests
an carlier date than the cighth eentury—a date
nearer to the time of the great eontroversies on
these sulitle points.

(3) There is absolutely no mention of the Moham-
medan religion.

(4) The style is quite unlike that of St. John in
his works of certain authenticity.

Zotenberg has a few other arguments that seem
to us to carry no weight whatever ; and he has also
attempted, without much suceess, to dispese of the
definite arguments in favour of the traditional attri-
bution. '

These arguments must now be stated :—

(1) Our work exhibits the most striking re-
semblances on points of doctrine and use to the
doctrinal works ot St. John ; in many passages the
resemblance amounts almost to verbal identity.

(2) There arc frequent quotations from favourite
authors of St. John, especially from St. Gregory og
Nazianzus and St. Basil.

(3) The dcfence of Images, coupled with the
denunciation of Idolatry, the enthusiasm for the
monastic ideal, and the scant regard shown for the
bivhops and the sccular clergy, alimost compel us to
X
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place the work in the time of the Iconoclastic
Controversy. The position, taken up and defended,
is exactly that of the Icon-vencrators; and we
regard this fact alone as conclusive evidence for an
eighth century date.

In answer to Zotenberg's arguments we may say :—

(1) That “John the Monk,” to whom the earliest
MSS. assign the work, may very well be St. Jobn of
Damascus ; he secems to have been conmonly known
under this name.

(2) The references to the controversies over the
two natures and two wills of Christ are not nearly
so frequent or so pointed as are those to the Icon
Controversy. This argument, in any case, does not
tell seriously against the traditional date.

(3) The lack of any mention of I[slam is morc
remarkable. But St. John had stood in friendly
relations with the Mohammedans, and, as they
were infidels indeed, but not idolators, they did not
come within the special scope of hisattack. He was
actually accused by his encmies of being a *“ favourer
of Mussulmans.” Hence his silence on this point,
though striking, is not inexplicable.

(+) The question of style is rather a ditlicult one.
Zotenberg's treatment of the subjeet is not very
successful, and he has made several gross blunders,
which justify serious doubts of his competency to
pronounce on the subject.  The case scems Lo stand
thus: parts of the speeches, dealing with points of
doctrine, are strikingly like St. John’s doctrinal

xi
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works ; other parts of the work, particularly the
narrative sections, are less similar, but are not un-
like some of St. John’s homiliecs. On such a point
certainty is hardly attainable. We think it may
safely be said that the style certainly does not rule
out the possibility of St. John’s authorship; some
readers will go further and maintain that it actually
confirms it.

Our general conclusion then is this. There is a
tradition in favour of St. Joln of Damascus as the
author of Barlaam and loasaph. The book was
undoubtedly written during the Iconoclastic Con-
troversy, in the eighth eentury, probably at a time
when the Iconoclasts were in the ascendant
(c. 750 A.p. 7). It was written either by St. John of
Damascus himself or by another monk bearing the
name of John, who was intimately acquainted with
the works of the Damascene, quoted freely from the
same authors, held the same views on general points
of doctrine and took the same side in the Iconoclastic
Controversy.  We have examined Zotenberg's argu-
ments and found them insuflicient ; his followers have
added little or nothing to his ease. Langen, after a
thorough inquiry, aceepts the tradition : Max Miiller
characterises the arguments brought against it as
very weak. We think therefore that the name of
St. John of Damascus has still a right to appcar on the
titie-page.

xii
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Tug Greek Text, employed in this present book, and npon
which the aceompanying Iinglish Translation is based, is that
of J. F. Boissonade, oceurring in vol. iv., pp. 1-365, of his
Anecdota Graeca, Paris, 1832,

Boissonade’s is the First Printed Greek edition of Barlaam
and loasaph, and is founded on certain MSS. in the Biblio-
théque Nationale in Paris. These are four in number ; #iz.,
Codex 903 (of the eleventh cent.) which Boissonade lahels A;
Codex 904 (of the twelfth eent.) B; Codex 1128 (of the
fourteenth eent.) C; and Codex 907 (also of the fourteenth
cent.) D. But to this last-named codex Boissonade refers
only when dealing with the .1poloyy of Aristides, pp. 243
251. Boissonade appears to have favoured Codex 104 most
of all, and, on p. vii of his preface, he informs us that, for
the sake of brevity, he has noted only a few variations of A
and C. His hopes of a new edition by Schmidt and
Kapitar have not yet been fulfilled. When seeking for the
best Greek text of Darlaam and Toasaph, Migne availed
himself of the labours of Boissonade, and this text he has, more
or less faithfully, reproduced in his third vol. of St. John
Damaseene’s writings in Tome xcvi. of the Patrologiae
Graece Cursus Completus.

In 1884 there was published at Athens, under the editor-
ship of Soplironius, Monk of Monnt Athos, another printed
edition of Barlaam and loasaph. This was based upon
parchment MSS. Lelonging to the Sketd of St. Anne on the
aforesaid Holy Mount.

In addition to Codices 903, 904, 907 and 1128, Boissonade
enumerates 16 other Greck MSS. in the DBibliothéque
Nationale in Paris.  And 1. Zotenberg, in his Notice sur le
livre de Barlaam et lousaph, p. 3, gives us their numbers,
and dates, ranging from the eleventh to tle sixtcenth
eenturies, but says nothing about their genealogical
classification.  He also supplics a valuable list of Greek
MSS. elsewhere. Six examples are said to be preserved in

xifi
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vhe Imperial Library at Vienna ; four in the Royal Library
at Mumich ; ten in different Libraries at Oxford.  Single
copies exist in the British Museum, in the Libraries of
Heidelberg, Rome and the abbey of Grotta Ferrata, at
Florence, at Venice, Turin, Madrid, the Escurial; at
Moscow, in the patriarchal Library at Cairo, at the eonvents
of Saint Saba (whereof St. John Damascene was monk) and
of Iveron, and of St. Anne on Mount Athos. Dr. Armitage
Robinson in his Appendix to 7he Apology of Aristides,
pp- 81, 82, adds to thislong list a Greek MS. at Wishech,
apparently of the beginning of the ecleventh cent.; and
another, of the seventcenth cent., in the Library of Pembroke
College, Cambridge.

A glance at the Catalogue of Romances in the Department
of MASS. inthe British Museum? alone is snfficient to prove
the immense popularity of Burlaam and lousaph in the
Middle Ages, and to show what material it provided for
romancers, pocts preachers, teachers, dramatists, writers of
mystery plays, Moralitics,? and the like.

After the appearance of Barlaam and Icasaph in the
literary works ot St. John Damascene, and following its em-
bodiment, about the middle of the tenth cent., in Simeon
Metaphrastes’ Lives of the Saints, it was translated into
Latin, ccrtainly not later than the twelfth cent.®* From
this and from other Latin versions the history of Barlaam
and Joasaph passed easily into nearly every language in
Europe.?

To speak only of England. Here, as elsewhere, Barlaam
and Ioasaph was probably chiefly known by means of the
Dominican Monk Jacobus de Voragine® and his famous

! 1. L. D. Wagp, vol. ii, pp. 111-149.

2 Barlaam’s Apologue of the man and his three fricnds
is suggestive of the old Morality Everyman. Ioasaph’s
temptation by the fair damsels and the fair princess is
anticipatory of Parsifal, the flower maidens and Kundry.

¥ Witness Add. MS. 17,299,

4 Trom the original Greek it is also said to have been
translated at an early date into Arabic, Iithiopie, Armenian,
Syriac and Hebrew.

5 Native of Varraggio on the Guli of Genoa, born ¢. 1230,
died in 1298,
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Legenda Aurea, which is a collection of Lives of Saints.
Barlaam and loasaph appear in this work, not as K¢, John
Damascene wrote the history, but in an abridged form.!
But with the invention of the Printing Press copies were
greatly multiplicd. The first edition of Legendi Quren is
supposed to have Leen printed at Basel about 1470, and of
this Latin edition Caxton made a translation and ¢ Fynysshed’
it at Westminster, on Nov. 20, 1453. Since then many a
reprint of these Goldrn Legends has been made. In 1672
these was also published in London, in English prose, 7'he
Ilistory of the Iive Wise Philosophers: or The Wonderful
Relation of the Life of Iehoshaphat the Hermit, Son of
Avenerio, King of Barma in India. . . A Treatise, both Plea-
sant Profitable, and Pious. This was written by . P(arsons).,
Gent. Subsequent editions of this work appeared in 1711,
1725(?) and 1732; and the above was reprinted by K. S.
Macdonald, Calcutta, 1895.

Dr. Armitage 1lobinson considers it ‘remarkable that this
work, which at one time enjoyed such extraordinary
popularity, should not have found its way into print in its
originul language before the nineteenth century.” Perhaps it
is scarcely less remarkable that it has been rescrved to
the year 1914 to give a full translation in English, as is now
done for the first time, of this edifying and charming ¢ half-
Greck, and half-oriental story.’

! In the first part of the fourteenth cent. a prose Leégende
Dorce, founded on the earlier one, was written by a French
monk, Jean de Vignay, and from this writer, and from others,
therc were drawn prose and verse translations in English,
MS. copies of which are still to be found in the DBritish
Museum, and in the Bodleian Library ; and some of these
have been printed by K. S. Macdonald, and others by Carl
Iortsmann in his dltenylische Leyenden. For other foreign
metrical versions, see that of Gui de (fambrai; that of an
Anglo-Norman poet, Chardry : and the long epic of Rudolf
von Fms. See also, in prose, the Spcewhon historiale by
;'il:scenlius Lellovacensis, Lib, xvi. caps. 1-G4; Strasburg.
173.
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LIFE OF ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

St. Jonn, who from the plaee of his birth derives
his title Damascene, was born in or about the year
676, and died, it is thought, after 754 but before
787. For details of his life we depend entirely upon
John, Patriareh of Constantinople and Martyr,
963-969 : from whom we gather that St. John
Damascene was of gentle blood, and eame of
Christian aneestors, whose family name was Mansur,
the Arabie for victor. His father was given to good
works, and made no sceret of his religion, nor was
this considered by the Saracen as any bar against his
holding high office at the Court of Damascus, and in
this respeet he was not uniike Joseph in Egypt, and
Daniel in Babylon before him.

The old Mansur had a son, John by name;
besides him, he had an adopted son ealled Cosmas.
When John and his foster-brother Cosmas were old
enough, their education was committed to the echarge
of an elderly and learned Sieilian Monk and Priest,
whose name also happened to be Cosmas. He had
been carried away eaptive from Sicily, and was
standing in the market-place at Damascus, doomed to
death or slavery, when the old Mansur pleaded with
the Caliph for his life, ransomed and took him to his
own home. There the old Monk Cosmas, fearing

Xvii
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LIFE OF ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

the judgement threatened to the slothful servant
who possessed the talent! but made no use of it,
soon fell to work and began to instruet his two
pupils in rhetoric, dialectie, philosophy, natural
history, music, astronomy, and above all in theology.
This done, old Cosmas withdrew from Damascus to
the Monastery of St. Sabas,® near Jerusalem. On
the death of his father, John Mansur was summoned
to court and pressed to accept the office of mpwro-
oipfBovos or chief-councillor.  To this request, after
some little persuasion, he eonsented.

At that time the Eastern Church was in the throes
of the Iconoclastic heresy.® In 726 Leo the Isaurian
passed his first royal edict against the vener-

! Cp. Burlaam and Ionsaph, p. 4.

2 Thither he was followed by both his pupils, as well as by
St. John Damascene’s nephew, St. Stephen the Sabaite.

¥ ¢« No controversy has been more grossly misapprehended ;
none, without the key of subsequent events, could have been
so difficult to appreciate. Till Calvinisim, and its danghter
Rationalism, showed the ultimate development of Ieonoclastie
prineiples, it must have been well-nigh impossible to realise
the depth of feeling on the side of the Church, or the great-
ness of her interests attacked by her opponents.  We may,
perhaps, doubt whether even the Saints of that day fully
understood the character of the battle; whether they did
not give up ease, honour, possession, life itself, rather from
an intuitive perception that their eanse was the eause of the
Catholic faith, than from a logical appreciation of the results
to which the Image-destroyers were tending. Just so, in the
carly part of the Nestorian controversy many and many
a simple soul must have felt intnitively that the title of
Theotocos was to be defended, without seeing the full conse-
quences to which its denial would subsequently lead. The
supporters of Icons, by universal eonsent, numbered amongst
their ranks all that was pious and venerable in the Eastern
Church. The [eonoclasts seem to have Leen the legitimate
development of that seeret ereeping Manichaeism, which,
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ation of sacred images. At Damascus St. John
cntered the arena afr'unst him, and vigorously
defended this praetlce as the ancient and lawful
heritage of the Christian people. Moreover he
stirred up the Faithful to resist and ignore the ediet.
In 730 there followed a second royal decree, more
arbitrary than the former. To this St. John
Damascene replied with greater zeal and eloquenee
than before. No marvel, therefore, if the Empcror
resented the contradiction of this able and learned
opponent, who sheltered himself, as he eonsidered,
under the wing of the Caliph of Damaseus. So,
being unable to overwhelm St. John Damascene by
force or argument, Leo determined to compass his
ruin by stratagem. TFor which purpose he forged
letters addressed to himsclf, purporting to be written
in the hand-writing of St. John at Damascus, privily
informing the Byzantine Emperor that the guard
at Damascus was weak and negligent, and promising
Leo that, if he sent sufficient troops, he could easily
capture the city, and might count on the writer's
co-operation. This forged letter was then des-
patched to the Caliph: and for a while the latter
believed that his once faithful mpwrogipBordos had
been guilty of base treachery. Nothing short of a
miracle, which the historian relates, cleared up the
mystery, and finally restored the Damaseene to his
master’s favour and confidence.

Soon after this, being constrained to ¢ forsake all
and follow Christ,” St. John begged the Caliph to
relieve him of his offiee, and at last with difliculty

nunder the various nawes of Turlupins, Bogomili, or Goodmen,
so long devastated Christ’s fold.” J. M. NeaLe, Hymns of
the Eustern Church, London, 1863, pp. 14, 13.

xix



LIFE OF ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

obtained permission to retire from public life.
Having sold all his worldly goods, and distributed to
the poor, with but one coat on his back, he retired,
together with the younger Cosmas, his former play-
matc (hercafter to be known as Cosmas the Melodist,
and Bishop of Maiuma), to the monastery of St. Saba,
whither his old tutor, Sicilian Cosmas, had already
gone, ¢ esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures’ in Syria, and accounting the dry
desert better than ¢ Abana and Pharpar, rivers of
Damascus.” Here later on he was ordained Priest of
the church of Jerusalem. Here he fasted and prayed.
Here he composed his famous Canons, Odes, Idiomela,
Stichéra, Cathismata, Troparia, Theotokia, and the
like. Here he set in order the Greek service books,
supplying that which was lacking for the Eastern, as
did St. Gregory the great for the Western church.
And lo! he, that was once dubbed by his enemies
¢ Mamzer ’ (Ilebraicé < bastard’), “a cursed favourer of
Saraccns’ ‘a traitorous worshipper of images,” ‘a
wronger of Jesus Christ,” € a teacher of iinpiety,” and
a bad interpreter of the Seriptures,’ is now, from his
defence of sacred images, fitly styled ¢the Doctor of
Christian Art,) is surnamed ¢ Chrysorrhoas’ (the
Golden-strcam), and has ‘deservedly won the double
lionour of being the last but one of the Fathers of
the Greek church and the greatest of her Pocts.’

XX



BARLAAM AND IOASAPH



Rom. viii,
14

Nazianz.
Orat. de
Athanas,,
350, 34

b, xii. 4

Mat. vii. 14

Luke xiii.
82

BAPAAAM KAI [QAZAD

ISTOPIA YTXNSEAHS EK THX ENAOTEPAZ TON AIGIONAN
XQPAZ, THE INAON AETOMENHS, POZ THN ATIAN TOAIN
METENEXOEISA AlA IRANNOT MONAXOT, ANAPOZ TIMIOY
KAI ENAPETOT MONHZ TOT ATIOT 3ABA: EN HI O BIO3
BAPAAAM KAI INASA® TON AOIAIMON KAI MAKAPION.

IIPOOIMION

—

“Ocot Tveduatt Oeod dyovrar, odrol elow
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH

AN EDIFYING STORY FROM TIIE INNER LAND OF THE ETHIO-
PIANS, CALLED THE LAND OF THE INDIANS, THENCE
BROUGHT TO THE HOLY CITY, BY JOON THE MONK (AN
HONOURABLE MAN AND A VIRTUOUS, OF TIIK MONASTERY
OF SAINT SABAS); WHEREIN ARE THE LIVES OF THE
FAMOUS AND BLESSED BARLAAM AND IOASAPH,

INTRODUCTION

¢As many as are led by the Spirit of God
they are sons of God’ saith the inspired Apostle.
Now to have been accounted worthy of the Holy
Spirit and to have become sons of God is of all
things most to be coveted ; and, as it is written,
‘They that have beeome his sons find rest from
all enquiry.” This marvellous, and above all clse
desirable, blessedness have the Saints from the
beginning won by the practice of the virtues, some
having striven as Martyrs, and resisted sin unto
blood, and others having struggled in self-discipline,
and having trodden the narrow way, proving Martyrs
in will. Now, that one should hand down to
memory the prowess and virtuous deeds of these,
both of them that were made perfect by blood,
and of them that by sclf-denial did emulate the
conversation of Angels, and should deliver to the
generations that follow a pattern of virtue, this
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPII

hath the Church of Christ reccived as a tradition
from the inspired Apostles, and the blessed Fathers,
who did thus cnact for the salvation of our race.
For the pathway to virtue is rough and steep,
especially for such as have not vet wholly turned
unto the Lord, but are still at warfare, through
the tyranny of their passions. For this reason also
we need many encouragements thercto, whether
it be exhortations, or the rccord of the lives of
them that have travelled on the road before us;
which latter draweth us towards it the less pain-
fully, and doth accustom us not to despair on
account of the difficulty of the journey. For even
as with a man that would tread a hard and
difficult path; by exhortation and encouragement
one may scarce win him to essay it, but rather by
pointing to the many who have alrcady completed
the course, and at the last have arrived safely.  So
I too, ¢walking by this rule,” and heedful of the
danger hanging over that servanmt who, having
received of his lord the talent, buried it in the
carth, and hid out of use that which was given
him to trade withal, will in no wise pass over in
silence the edifying story that hath come to me,
the which devout men from the inner land of the
Ethiopians, whom our tale calleth Indians, delivered
unto me, translated from trustworthy rccords. It
readeth thus.
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPIH, 1. 3-4

I

Tue country of the Indians, as it is called, is vast
and populous, lying far beyond Egypt.  On the sidc
of Lgypt it is washed by seas and navigable gulphs,
but on the maiuland it marcheth with the borders of
Persia, a land formerly darkened with the gloom of
idolatry, barbarous to the last degree, and wholly
given up to umlawful practices. But when ‘the
only-begotten Son of God, which is in the bosom of
the Father,” being grieved to see his own handiwork
in bondage unto sin, was moved with eompassion for
the same, and shewed himself amongst us without
sin, and, without leaving his Father’s throne, dwelt
for a season in the Virgin’s womb for our sakes, that
we might dwell in heaven, and be re-claimed from
the ancient fall, and freed from sin by receiving
again the adoption of sons; when he had fulfilled
every stage of his life in the flesh for our sake, and
endured the death of the Cross, and marvellously
united earth and heaven ; when he had risen again
from the dead, and had been received up into heaven,
and was seated at the right hand of the majesty of
the Father, whence, according to his promise, he sent
down the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, unto his eye-
witnesses and disciples, in the shape of fiery tongues,
and despatched them unto all nations, for to give
light to them that sat in the darkness of ignorance,
and to baptize them in the Name of the Father, and of
the Son,and of the Holy Ghost—whercby it fell to the
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1. 4 6

lot of some of the Apostles to travel to the far-off
East and to some to journey to the West-ward, while
others traversed the regions North and South, ful-
filling their appointed tasks—then it was, I say, that
one of the company of Christ’s Twelve Apostles, most
holy Thomas, was sent out to the land of the Indians,
preaching the Gospel of Salvation. ¢The Lord
working with him and confirming the word with signs
following,” the darkness of superstition was banished ;
and men were delivered from idolatrous sacrifices and
abominations, and added to the true Faith, and being
thus transformed by the hands of the Apostle, were
made members of Christ's household by Baptismn,
and, waxing ever with fresh inerease, made advance-
ment in the blameless Faith and built churchesin all
their lands.

Now when monasteries began to be formed in
Egypt, and numbers of monks banded themselves
together, and when the fame of their virtues and
Angelic conversation ¢ was gone out into all the ends
of the world’ and ecame to the Indians, it stirred
them up also to the like zeal, insomuch that many
of them forsook everyvthing and withdrew to the
deserts; and, though but men in mortal bodies,
adopted the spiritual life of Angels.  While matters
were thus prospering and many were soaring upward
to heaven on wings of gold, as the saying is, there
arose in that eountry a king named Abenner, mighty
in riches and power, and in victory over his enemics,
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1. 6—7

brave in warfare, vain of his splendid stature and

comeliness of face, aud boastful of all worldly honours,

that pass so soon away. But his soul was utterly
crushed by poverty, and choked with many vices, for
he was of the Greek way, and sore distraught by the
superstitious error of his idol-worship. But, although
he lived in luxury, and in the enjoyment of the swect
and pleasant things of life, and was never baulked of
.any of his wishes and desires, yet onc thing therc
was that marred his happiness, and pierced his soul
with care, the curse of childlessness. For bcing
without issue, he took ceascless thought how he
might be rid of this hobble, and be called the father
of children, a name greatly coveted by most people.

Such was the king, and such his mind.

Meanwhile the glorious band of Christians and How,
the companies of monks, paying no regard to the thrests o
king’s majesty, and in no wise terrified by his rrhes.
threats, advanced in the grace of Christ, and grew :““'(‘,‘;,;1:"
in number beyond measure, making short account pered
of the king’s words, but cleaving closely to
everything that led to the service of God. For
this reason many, who had adopted the monastic
rule, abhorred alike all the sweets of this world,
and were enamoured of one thing only, namecly
godliness, thirsting to lay down their lives for Christ
his sake, and yearning for the happiness beyond.
Wherefore they preached, not with fear and
trembling, but rather even with excess of boldness,
the saving Name of God, and naught but Christ
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPI, 1. 7-8

was on their lips, as they plainly proclaimed to
all men the transitory and fading nature of this
present time, and the fixedness and incorruptibility
of the life to comc, and sowed in men the first
seeds, as it werc, towards their becoming of the
household of God, and winning that life which
is hid in Christ. Wherefore many, profiting by
this most pleasant teaching, turned away from
the Dbitter darkness of error, and approached
the sweet light of Truth; insomuch that certain
of their noblemen and senators laid aside all
the burthens of life, and thenceforth became
monks.

But when the king heard thereof, he was filled
with wrath, and, Dboiling over with indignation,
passed a decree forthwith, compelling all Christians
to renounce their religion.  Thereupon he planned
and practised new kinds of torture against them,
and threatened new forms of death. So throughout
all his dominions he sent letters to his rulers and
governors ordering penalties against the righteous,
and unlawful massacres. But chicfly was his dis-
pleasure turned against the ranks of the monastic
orders, and against them he waged a truceless
and unrelenting warfare. Hence, of a truth, many
of the Faithful were shaken in spirit, and others,
unable to endure torture, yielded to his ungodly
decrees. But of the chiefs and rulers of the monastic
order some in rebuking his wickedness ended their
lives by suffering martyrdom, and thus attained
to everlasting felicity ; while others hid themselves
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1. 8-u. g

in descrts and mountains, not from dread of the
threatened tortures, but by a more divine dispcnsa-
tion.

II

Now while the land of the Indians lay under Of the chiet
the shroud of this moonless night, and while A
the Faithful were harricd on every side, and the S
champions of ungodliness prospered, the very air
reeking with the smell of bloody sacrifices, a
certain man of the royal houschold, chief satrap
in rank, in courage, stature, comeliness, and in all
those qualities whieh mark beauty of body and
nobility of soul, far above all his fellows, hearing
of this iniquitous decree, bade farewell to all the
grovelling pomps and vanities of the world, joined
the ranks of the monks, and retired across the
border into the desert. There, by fastings and
vigils, and by diligent study of the divine oracles,
he throughly purged his senses, and illumined a
soul, set frce from every passion, with the glorious
light of a perfect calm,

But when the king, who loved and estecemed How King
him highly, heard thereof, he was grieved in spirit Abenner |
at the loss of his friend, but his anger was the more {Lrehend
hotly kindled against the monks. “And so he sent
everywhere in search of him, leaving ‘no stone
unturned,” as the saying is, to find him. After
a long while, they that were sent in quest of him,
having learnt that he abode in the desert, after
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BARLAAM AND TOASAPH, n. g9-10

diligent search, apprehended him and brought him
before the king’s judgement scat. When the king
saw him in such vile and coarse raiment who before
had been clad in rieh apparel,—saw him, who had
lived in the lap of luxury, shrunken and wasted
by the severe praetiee of discipline, and bearing
about in his body outward and visible signs of his
hermit-life, he was filled with mingled grief and
fury, and, in specch blended of these two passions,
he spake unto him thus:

‘0O thou dullard and mad man, wherefore hast The king

upbraidcth
thou exchanged thine honour for shame, and thy nim wi
glorious estate for this unseemly show? To what bis folly
end hath the president of my kingdom, and chief
commander of my realm made himself the laughing-
stock of boys, and not only forgotten utterly our
friendship and fellowship, but revolted against
nature herself, and had no pity on his own children,
and cared naught for riches and all the splendour
of the world, and chosen ignominy such as this
rather than the glory that men covet? And what
shall it profit thee to have chosen above all gods
and men him whom they eall Jesus, and to have
preferred this rough life of sackcloth to the plcasures
and delights of a life of bliss.

When the man of God heard these words, he The chict
f)mdc reply, at once courteous and unrufled: <If f‘:{,'t',‘,’cp[;‘gg
it be thy pleasure, O king, to converse with me, toput
remove thine enemies out of mid ecourt ; which done, pogerand
I will answer thee concerning whatsoever thou ©f court
mayest desire to learn; for while these are here,

I cabnot speak with thee. But, without speech,
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BARLAAM AND I[OASAPH, 1. 10-11

torment me, kill me, do as thou wilt, for ¢ the world
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world,” as
saith my divine teacher’” The king said, <And
who are these enemies whom thou biddest wme
turn out of court?’ The saintly man answered
and said, ¢ Anger and Desire. For at the beginning
these twain were brought into being by the Creator
to be fellow-workers with nature; and such they
still are to those “who walk not after the flesh
but after the Spirit.”” But in you who are altogcther
carnal, having nothing of the Spirit, they are
adversaries, and play the part of enemics and
foemen. For Desire, working in you, stirreth up
pleasure, but, when made of none effect, Anger.
To-day therefore let these be banished from thee,
and let Wisdom and Righteousness sit to hear
and judge that which we say. For if thon put
Anger aud Desire out of court, and in their room
bring in Wisdom and Righteousness, [ will truth-
fully tell thee all.’” Then spake the king, Lo I
yield to thy request, and will banish out of the
assembly both Desire and Anger, and make Wisdom
and Righteousness to sit between us. So now,
tell me without fear, how wast thou so greatly
taken with this error, to prefer the bird in the
bush to the bird already in the hand ?’

The hermit answered and said, €O king, if thou
askest the cause how I came to despise things
temporal, and to devote my whole seif to the
liope of things eternal, hearken unto me. In former
days, when I was still but a stripling, I heard a
certain good and wholesome saying, which, by its
force took my soul by storm; and the remembrance
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, . 11-12

of it, like some divine seed, being planted in my
heart, unmoved, was preserved ever until it took
root, blossomed, and Dbare that fruit which thou
seest in me. Now the meaning of that sentence
was this: “It seemed good to the foolish to
despise the things that are, as though they were
not, and to cleave and cling to the things that
are not, as though they were. So he, that hath
never tasted the sweetness of the things that are,
will not be able to understand the nature of the
things that are not. And never having understood
them, how shall he despise them?” Now that
saying meant by “things that are” the things
eternal and fixed, but by “things that are not”
earthly life, luxury, the prosperity that deceives,
whereon, O king, thine heart alas! is fixed amiss.
Time was when [ also clung thereto myself. But
the force of that sentence continually goading my
heart, stirred my governing power, my mind, to
make the better choiee. But “the law of sin,
warring against the law of my mind,” and binding
me, as with iron chaius, held me captive to the love
of things present.

¢ But “after that the kindness and love of God
our Saviour” was pleased to deliver me from that
harsh captivity, he enabled my mind to overcome
the law of sin, and opened mine eyes to discern
good from evil. Thereupon I perceived and looked,
and behold! all things present are vamity and
vexation of spirit, as somewhere in his writings
saith Solomon the wise. Then was the veil of sin
lifted from mine heart, and the dullness, procecding
from the grossness of my body, which pressed
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, n. 1z-14

upon my soul, was scattered, and I perceived the
end for which I was created, and how that it
behoved me to move upward to my Creator by
the keeping of his commandments. Wherefore
I left all and followed him, and I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord that he delivered
me out of the wmire, and from the making of
bricks, and from the harsh and deadly ruler of
the darkness of this world, and that he showed
me the short and easy road whereby I shall be
able, in this earthen Dbody, eagerly to embrace
the Angelic life. Secking to attain to it the sooner,
[ chose to walk the strait and mnarrow way,
renouncing the vanity of things present and the
unstable changes and chances thereof, and refusing
to call anything good except the true good, from
which thou, O king, art miserably sundered and
alienated. Wherefore also we ourselves were alien-
ated and separated from thee, because thou wert
falling into plain and manifest destruction, and
wouldst constrain us also to descend into like
peril. But as long as we were tried in the warfare
of this world, we failed in no point of duty.
Thou thyself wilt bear me witness that we were
never charged with sloth or heedlessness.
¢ But when thou hast endeavoured to rob us of the He convict-
chiefest of all blessings, our religion, and to deprive S theking
us of God, the worst of deprivations, and, in this Putteth him

in mind of

intent, dost remind us of past honours and prefer- the infnite
. . goodness of
ments, how should I not rightly tax thec with God

ignorance of good, sccing that thou dost at all com-
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPIIL, 1. 14-15

parc these two things, righteousness toward God,
and human friendship, and glory, that runneth away
like water > And how, in such case, may we have
fellowship with thee, and not the rather deny our-
selves friendship and honours and love of children,
and if there be any other tic greater than these ?
When we sec thee, O king, the rather forgetting
thy revercnece tomu‘d that God, who giveth thee the
power to live and breathe, Chnst Jcsus, the Lord of
all ; who, being alike without beginning, and coeternal
with the Father, and having ereated the heavens and
the earth by his word, made man with his own hands
and endowed him with immortality, and set him king
of all on earth and assigned him Paradise, the fairest
place of all, as his royal dwelling. But man,
beguiled by envy, and (wo is me!) caught by the
bait of pleasure, miserably fell from all these
blessings. So he that once was enviable became a
piteous spectacle, and by his misfortunc deserving of
tears. Wherefore he, that had made and fashioned
us, looked again with cyes of ecompassion upon the
work of his own hands. He, not laying aside his
God-head, which he had from the beginning, was
made man for our sakes, like ourselves, but without
sin, and was content to suffer death upon the Cross.
He overthrew the foeman that from the beginning
had looked with malice on our race; he rescued us
from that Dbitter captivity; he, of his goodness,
restored to us our former freedom, and, of his tender
love towards mankind, raised us up again to that
place from whence by our disobedience we had fallen,
granting us even greater honour than at the first.
“Him thercfore, who endurcd such sufferings for andof the

anity of
our sakes, and again bestowed sueh blessings upon this world
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, n. 15-16

us, him dost thou reject and scoff at his Cross ? from which
And, thyself wholly riveted to carnal delights and hath e
deadly passions, dost thou proclaim the idols of shame delivered
and dishonour gods? Not only hast thon alienated
thyself from the commonwealth of heavenly felicity

but thou hast also severed from the same all others

who obey thy eommands, to the peril of their souls.

Know therefore that I will not obey thee, nor join

thec in such ingratitude to God-ward ; neither will

I deny my benefactor and Saviour, though thou slay

me by wild beasts, or give me to the fire and sword,

as thou hast the power. For I neither fear death,

nor desire the present world, having passed judge-

ment on the frailty and vanity thereof. For what is

there profitable, abiding or stable therein? Nay, in

very existence, great is the misery, great the pain,

great and ccaseless the attendant care. Of its
gladness and enjoyment the yoke-fellows are dejec-

tion and pain. Its riches is poverty; its loftiness

the lowest humiliation ; and who shall tell the full

tale of its miserics, which Saint John the Divine

hath shown me in few words? For he saith, “The

whole world lieth in wickedness” ; and, ¢ Love not the

world, neither the things that are in the world. For

all that is in the world is the lust of the flesh, and

the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. And the

world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that

doeth the will of God abideth for cver.” Secking,

then, this good will of God, [ have forsaken every-

thing, and joined myself to those who possess the
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, n. 16-18

same desire, and seek after the same God.
Amongst these there is no strife or envy, sorrow or
care, but all run the like race that they may obtain
those everlasting habitations which the Father
of lights hath prepared for them that love him.
Them have I gained for my fathers, my brothers, my
friends and mine acquaintances. But from my former
friends and brethren “1 have got me away far off,
and lodged in the wilderness” waiting for the God,
who saveth me from faintness of spirit, and from the
stormy tempest.’

When the man of God had made answer thus row the
gently and in good reason, the king was stirred ‘C:.'«:ﬁl:‘,":ﬂ.d
by anger, and was minded cruelly to torment the L’,“_&"fﬂz‘ﬁmp
saint; but again he hesitated and delayed, regarding depart from

) iis sight,
his venerable and noble mien. So he answered and
said :

¢ Unhappy man, that hast contrived thine own utter
ruin, driven thercto, 1 ween, by fate, surely thou hast
made thy tonguc as sharp as thy wits. Hence thou
hast uttered these vain and ambiguous babblings.

Had I not promiscd, at the beginning of our converse,
to banish Anger from mid court, I had now given thy
body to be burned. But since thou hast prevented
and tied me down fast by my words, I bear with
thine effrontery, by rcason of my former friendship
with thee. Now, arise, and fleec for ever from my
sight, lest I see thee again and miserably destroy

thee.’

So the man of God went out and withdrew to the taehing.
desert, grieved to have lost the erown of iartyrdom, mouks the
but daily a martyr in his conseience, and ¢ wrestling fierecly

29



Eph. vi. 12

ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

/caL aun'n'a}»auov 'n',poe Tas apxa,q kal efova'caq,
77‘p0§‘ Tos KogpoKpdTopas Tob aréToUs Tov aw.woq
-rov-rov, mpOS T 'm/ev,uan/ca 'rm rovr;pmc, o
dnoiv o ,u.arcapzoc Havkos' éxelvov pév odv amo-
dnyurjoavTos, 7r7\eou 0 Baa‘t)»ef)s‘ 6pfyw€ei9 &w'y,ubv
a¢03p07€pov xkata Tob ,u,ovaxucov éxpenetd Tdy-
patos, whelovos 86 Tepi)s ToUS TRV €AWy akuot

Acts xix. 35 9€Pa7TGU‘TlLS‘ TE K(u VGO.)KOpOUS‘.

"Ev rotadTy 8¢ vtos Tob Bagidéws mhdvy Sews
kal qmwdry, ryevv?l-rat adreg maidiov, wdvy ez’/,uop-
r[)o-ra'rov, xal €€ abils Tis e'n-avﬁoum]c av-rco
wpato*rn-ros‘ To pe?\)»ov 'n'poan,u.awov. ééyeTo wyap
undapot év i 'yr] érelvy TowolToV ToOTE ¢am’)uat
xapzéo"ramu xal 7T€le(l7\.7\.€s wawdlov. yapds 8¢
peyiotns émwi Th fyevw)cret Tov maidos o Bam)\euq
mAnaleis, TovTov uév ludoad éxdheaer, avTos 8¢
TPOS TOUS €bwhikolS vaols avoyTws QmneL Tols
avonToTépors alTdy feols Blowy kai elyxapioTn-
piovs Juvovs dmoboawy, dyvody Tis 6 TOV Kaldy
amdviwy aAyfds aitios, wpos ov é8er TV wvev-
patieny rlva¢e'pew 6’vo-b'av. €xelvos olv, Tols ayro-
Xots Kal Kkwdols THv altiav TiHs Tob TaLdos
ryevvr)a'ewq uvan@ecs‘, 7rav‘raxov Siérepre svvaya-
yeiv Ta wANOn els Ta ToUTOU yevéON\iar kal
(8elv wavras cuppéovtas T Pow Tol Pagiéws,
émraryouévous Te Ta mpos Ty Buolav edTpemiopéva,
a')s‘ e'xdo"rm %5 Xelp ebmipe kal K 7rp69 TOV ,Baatkéa
etvoia eLxe. /,m)\to"ra 8¢ avtols npe@t{,’e TPOS
¢)L7\o7t,uuw av'ros‘, Tavpovs /caTaﬁva'aL béprov 67t
wheloTous kal eDpeyéfets, kal olTw wdvdyuov
éopTny TeNéoas, wdvTas épuhoTipeito Spois Saor

30

—

9



BARILLAAM AND 10ASAPH, . 18-19

against prineipalities and powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness’; as saith Blessed Paul.  But after his
departure, the king waxed yet more wroth, and
devised a yet fiercer persecution of the monastie
order, while treating with greater lonour the
ministers and temple-keepers of his idols.

While the king was under this terrible delusion
and error, there was born unto him a son, a right
goodly child, whose beauty from his very birth was
proplictic of his future fortunes. Nowhere in that
land, they said, had there ever been seen so eharming
and lovely a babe. Tull of the keenest joy at the
birth of the ehild, the king called him Toasaph,! and
in his folly went in person to the temples of his
idols, for to do sacrifice and offer hymns of praise to
his still more foolish gods, unaware of the real giver
of all good things, to whom he should have offered
the spiritual sacrifice. He then, aseribing the cause
of his son’s birth to things lifeless and dumb, sent
out into all quarters to gather the people together
to celebrate his son’s birth-day : and thou mightest
have seen all the folk running together for fear of
the king, and bringing their offerings ready for the
saerifice, aceording to the store at each man’s hand,
and his favour toward his lord. But chiefly the
king stirred them up to emulation.  He brought full
many oxen, of goodly size, for sacrifice, and thus,
making a feast for all his people, he Dbestowed

1 {.e. The Lord gathers.
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, u. 19-n1 20

largesses on all his eounsellors and oflicers, and on
all his soldiers, and all the poor, and men of low
degree.

111

Now on his son’s birth-day feast there came unto of the pro-
the king some five and fifty chosen men, schooled in By ot
the star-lore of the Chaldicans. These the king' Aatrologers
called into his presence, and asked them, severally,
to tell him the future of the new-born babe. After
long couusel held, they said that he should be
mighty in riches and power, and should surpass all
that had reigned before him. But one of the
astrologers, the most learned of all his fellows, spake
thus :—¢ From that which I learn from the eourses of
the stars, O king, the advancement of the child, now

born unto thee, will not be in thy kingdom, but in
another, a better and a greater one beyond compare.
Methinketh also that he will embrace the Christian
religion, whieh thon perseeutest, and I trow that he
will not be disappointed of his aim and hope.
Thus spake the astrologer, like Balaam of old, not
that his star-lore told him true, but because God
significth the truth by the mouth of his encmies,
that all excuse may be taken from the ungodly.

But when the king heard thereof, he reccived How the

king sct his

the tidings with a heavy heart, and sorrow cut senina

PO palace
short his joy. Howsomever he built, in a city set .xpart
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apart, an exceeding beautiful palace, with cunningly where .
none of the

devised gorgeous chambers, and there set his son to aunoys of
. life inight

dwell, after he had ended his first infancy 5 and he for- come nigh

bade any to approach him, appointing, for instructors i

and servants, youths right seemly to behold. These he

charged to reveal to him none of the annoys ot life,

neither death, nor old age, nor disease, nor poverty,

nor anything else grievous that might break his

happiness: but to place before him everything

pleasant and enjoyable, that his heart, revelling in

these delights, might not gain strength to consider

the future, nor ever hear the hare mention of the

tale of Christ and his doctrines. T'or he was heedful

of the astrologer’s warning, and it was this most that

hie was minded to conceal from his son.  And if any

of the attendants chaneed to fall sick, he commanded

to have him speedily removed, and put another

plump and well-favoured servant in his place, that

the boy’s eyes might never onee behold anything to

disquiet them. Sueh then was the intent and doing

of the king, for, ¢secing, he did not sce, and hearing,

he did not understand.’

But, learning that some monks still remained, of and how he
whom he fondly imagined that not a trace was hried the
left, he beeame angry above measure, and his fury 3
was hotly kindled against them. And he commanded
heralds to scour all the city and all the country,
proclaiming that after three days no monk whatso-
ever should be found therein.  But and if any were
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, m. 21-v. 22

discovered after the set time, they should be
delivered to destruction by fire and sword. ¢ For/
said he, ‘these be they that persuade the people
to worship the Crueified as God.” Meanwhile a
thing befell, that made the king still more angry
and bitter against the monks.

v
Tnere was at eourt a man pre-eminent among the Of a certatn
. . « virtuous
rulers, of virtnous life and devout in religion. But senator and

. . . . a4 beggar-
while working out his own salvation, as Dbest he s

might, he kept it seeret for fear of the king.
Wherefore certain men, looking enviously on his free
eonverse with the king, studied how they might
slander him ; and this was all their thought. Ona

day, when the king went forth a-hunting with his
bodyvguard, as was his wont, this good man was of

the hunting party. While he was walking alone, by

divine providenee, as I believe, he found a man in

a covert, cast to the ground, his foot grievously
erushed by a wild-beast. Seeing him passing by,

the wounded man importuned him not to go his way,

but to pity his misfortune, and take him to his own

home, adding thereto: ‘I hope that I shall not be

found unprofitable, nor altogether useless unto thee.’ .
Our nobleman said unto him, ¢ For very charity I:'l?n‘?éffff;"’
will take thee up, and reunder thee such service as I Mindered
may. But what is this profit which thou saidest that
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I should receive of thee?’ The poor sick man
answered, ‘I am a physician of words. If ever in
speeech or converse any wound or damage he found,
I will heal it with befitting medicines, that so the evil
spread no further” The devout man gave no heed
to his word, but on aecount of the commandment,
ordered him to be carried home, and grudged him not
that tending which he required. But the aforesaid
envious and malignant persons, bringing forth to
light that ungedliness with which they had long been
in travail, slandered this good man to the king; that
not only did he forget his friendship with the king,
and negleet the worship of the gods, and ineline to
Christianity, but more, that he was grievously in-
triguing against the kingly power, and was turning
aside the common people, and stealing all hearts
for himself. ¢ But,” said they, <if thou wilt prove
that our charge is not ungrounded, eall him to thee
privately ; and, to try him, say that thou desirest to
leave thy fathers’ religion, and the glory of thy king-
ship, and to become a Christian, and to put on the
monkish habit which formerly thou didst persecute,
having, thou shalt tell him, found thine old course
evil” The authors of this villainous charge agninst
the Christian knew the tenderness of his heart, how
that, if he heard such spceeh from the king, he
would advise him, who had made this better choice,
not to put off his good determinations, and so they
would be found just accusers.

the senator
to the king

But the king, not forgetful of his friend’s great How the

made

. . . .k
kindness toward him, thought these aecusations in- triasof him
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credible and false ; and beeause he might not accept
them withont proof, he resolved to try the fact and
the charge. So he called the man apart and said, to
prove him, ¢ Friend, thou knowest of all my past deal-
ings with them that are called monks and with all
the Christians. But now, I have repented in this
matter, and, lightly esteeming the present world,
would fain become partaker of those hopes whereof
I have heard them speal, of some immortal kingdom
in the life to come; for the present is of a surety
cut short by death.  And in none other way, methinks,
can I succeed herein and not miss the mark except
[ become a Christian, and, bidding farewell to the
glory of my kingdom and all the pleasures and joys
of life, go seek those hermits and monks, whereso-
ever they be, whom I have banished, and join myself
to their number. Now what sayest thou thereto,
and what is thine advice? Say on; I adjure thee in
the name of truth; for I know thee to be truc and
wise above all men.’

The worthy man, hearing this, but never guessing
the hidden pitfall, was pricked in spirit, and, melting
into tears, answered in his simplicity, € O king, live
for ever! Good and sound is the determination
that thou hast determined; for though the king-
dom of heaven be diflicult to find, yet must a man
seek it with all his might, for it is written, “ He that
secketh shall find it.”  The enjoyment of the present
life, though in sceming it give delight and sweetness,
is well thrust from us. At the very moment of its
being it ceaseth to be, and for our joy repayeth us

at
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with sorrow sevenfold. Its happiness and its sorrow
are more frail than a shadow, and, like the traecsof a
ship passing over the sea, or of a bird flying through
the air, quickly disappear. But the hope of the life
to ecome which the Christians preach is certain, and
as surcty sure ; howbeit in this world it hath tribula-
tion, whereas our pleasures now are short-lived, and
in the beyond they only win us correetion and
everlasting punishment without release. For the
pleasures of such life are temporary, but its pains
eternal ; while the Christians’ labours are temporary,
but their pleasure and gain immortal. Therefore
well befall this good dectermination of the king! for
right good it is to exchange the eorruptible for the
eternal.’

The king heard these words and waxed exceeding Mow the

wroth : nevcrthe]css he restrained his anger, and for
the season let no word fall. But the other, being

took his word ill, and was craftily sounding lnm.
So, on his eoming home, he fell into much «rnef' and
distress in his pcrple\xtv how to conciliate the king
and to escape the peril hanging over his own head.
But as he lay awake all the night long, there came to
his remembrance the man with the crushed foot; so
he had him brought before him, and said, ¢ I remem-
ber thy saying that thou wert an healer of injured
speeeh.” “Yea,” quoth he, “and if thou wilt I will give
thee proof of my skill” The senator answered
and told him of his aforctime friendship with the
king, and of the confidence which he had enjoyed,
and of the snare laid for him in his late converse
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPII, 1v. 25-26

with the king; how he had given a good answer, but
the king had taken his words amiss, and Dby his
change of countenance betrayed the anger lurking
within his heart.

The sick beggar-man considered and said, ¢ Be it
known unto thee, most noble sir, that the king
harboureth against thec the suspicion, that thou
wouldest usurp his kingdom, and he spake, as he
spake, to sound thee. Arise therefore, and crop thy
hair. Doff these thy fine garments, and don an
hair-shirt, and at daybreak present thyself before the
king. And when e asketh thee, What meaneth
this apparel ? answer him, “ It hath to do with thy
communing with me yesterday, O king. Behold,
I am ready to follow thee along the road that thou
art eager to travel ; for though luxury be desirable
and passing sweet, God forbid that I embrace it
after thou art gone! Though the path of virtue,
which thou art about to tread, be diflicult and rough,
vet in thy company I shall find it easy and pleasant,
for as I have shared with thee this thy prosperity so
now will I share thy distresses, that in the future, as
in the past, I may be thy fellow.”” Our nobleman,
approving of the sick man’s saying, did as he said.
When the king saw and heard him, he was delighted,
and beyond measure gratified by his devotion
towards him. He saw that the accusations against
his senator were false, and promoted him to more
honour and to a greater enjoyment of his confidence.
But against the monks he again raged above
measure, declaring that this was of tllell‘ teaching,
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that men should abstain from the pleasures of life,
and rock themselves in visionary hopes.

Another day, when he was gone a-hunting, he
espied two monks crossing the desert. These he
ordcred to be apprehended and brought to his
ehariot. Looking angrily upon them, and breathing
fire, as they say, ¢ Ye vagabonds and deeeivers,” he
eried, ‘have ye not heard the plain proclamation of
the heralds, that if any of your excerable religion
were found, after three days, in any city or country
within my realm, he should be burned with fire?’
The monks answered, ¢ Lo! obedient to thine order,
we be coming out of thy cities and coasts. But as
the journey before us is long, to get us away to our
brethren, being in want of victuals, we were making
provision for the way, that we perish not with hunger.’
Said the king, ‘He that dreadeth menace of death
busieth not himself with the purveyanee of vietuals.’
“Well spoken, O king,” eried the monks. ¢They
that dread death have coneern how to escape it.
And who are these but such as cling to things
temporary and arc enamoured of them, who, having no
good hopes yonder, find it hard to be wrenched from
this present world, and therefore dread death?  But
we, who have long since hated the world and the
things of the world, and are walking along the
narrow and strait road, for Christ his sake, neither
dread death, nor desire the present world, but only
long for the world to come. Therefore, forasmuch
the death that thou art bringing upon us proveth
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BARLAAM AND TOASAPH, wv. 28-v. 29

but the passage to that everlasting and better life,
it is rather to be desired of us than feared.’
Hereupon the king, wishing to entrap the monks,
as I ween, shrewdly said,  How now? Said ye not
but this instant, that ye were withdrawing even as 1
commanded you? And, if ye fear not death, how
came ye to be fleeing? Lo! this is but another of
your idle boasts and lies” The monks answered,
“’Tis not beeause we dread the death wherewith
thou dost threaten us that we flee, but becanse
we pity thee. ’Twas in order that we might not
bring on thee greater condemnation, that we were
eager to eseape. Else for ourselves we are never a
whit terrified by thy threats.” At this the king and waxing
waxed wroth and bade burn them with fire. So by jhgylude
fire were these servants of God made perfect, and with fire
received the Martyr's erown. And the king
published a deerce that, should any be found leading
a monk’s life, he should be put to death without
trial.  Thus was there left in that country none of
the monastic order, save those that had hid them in
mountains and caverns and holes of the earth. So
much then coneerning this matter.

‘:

Bur meanwhile, the king’s son, of whom our tale 1ow
[owaph,

began to tell, never departing from the palace pre
pared for him, attained to the age of manhood. [Ie jiphers
had pursued all the learning of the Ithiopiang inow the
PRV . cause of his
and Persians, and was as fair and well favoured iwprison-

: . . . . ment
in mind as in body, intelligent and prudent,
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, v. 29-30

and shining in all exeellencies.  To his teachers
he would propound such questions of natural history
that even they marvelled at the boy’s quickness and
understanding, while the king was astounded at the
charm of his countenance and the disposition of his
sonl. He charged the attendants of the young
prince on no account to make known unto him any
of the annoys of life, least of all to tell him that
death ensueth on the pleasures of this world. But
-ain was the hope whercon he stayed, and he was
like the archer in the tale that would shoot at the
sky. For how could death have remained unknown
to any human creature? Nor did it to this boy ; for
his mind was fertile of wit, and he would reason
within himself, why his father had condemned him
never to go abroad, and had forbidden acecss to all.
He knew, without hearing it, that this was his
father’s express eommand. Nevertheless he feared
to ask him; it was not to be believed that his
father intended aught but his good ; and again, if it
were so by his father’s will, his father would not
reveal the true reason, for all his asking.  Wherefore
he determined to learn the seeret from some other
source. There was one of his tutors nearer and
dearer to him than the rest, whose devotion he won
even further by handsome gifts. To him he put the
question what his father might mean by thus enclosing
him within those walls, adding, < If thon wilt plainly
tell me this, of all thou shalt stand first in my favour,
and 1 will make with thee a covenant of everlasting
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triendship.” The tutor, himself a prudent man,
knowing how bright and mature was the boy’s wit
and that he would not betray him, to his peril, dis-
covered to him the whole matter—the persccution
of the Christians and especially of the anchorets
decreed by the king, and how they were driven
forth and banished from the country round about;
also the prophecies of the astrologers at his birth.
“’Twas in order, said he, ¢ that thou mightest never

hear of their teaching, and choose it before oury

rcligion, that the king hath thus devised that none
but a small eompany should dwell with thee, and
hath eommanded us to acquaint thee with nonc of
the woes of life.” When the young prince heard this
he said never a word more, but the word of salvation
took hold of his heart, and the grace of the
Comforter began to open wide the eycs of his under-
standing, leading him by the hand to the true God,
as our tale in its course shall tell.

Now the king his father came oftentimes to see
his boy, for he loved him passing well.  On a day
his son said unto him, ‘There is something that |
long to learn from thee, my lord the king, by reason
of which eontinual grief and uneceasing care con-
sumeth my soul.” His father was grieved at heart at
the very word, and said,  Tell me, darling child,
what is the sadness that constraineth thee, and
straightway I will do my diligence to turn it into
gladness.” The boy said, ¢ What is the reason of
mine imprisonment here?  Why hast thon bharred
me within walls and doors, never going forth and
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’

seen of none?’ His father replied, ¢ Because I will
not, my son, that thou shouldest behold anything to
embitter thy heart or mar thy happiness. I intend
that thou shalt spend all thy days in luxury un-
broken, and in all manner joy and pleasaunce.” ¢ But,’
said the son unto his father, ‘know well, Sir, that
thus I live not in joy and pleasaunce, but rather in
affliction and great straits, so that my very meat and
drink seem distasteful unto me and bitter. I yearn to
see all that lieth without these gates. If then thou
wouldest not have me live in anguish of mind, bid
me go abroad as I desire, and let me rejoice my soul
with sights hitherto unseen by mine eyes.’

Grieved was the king to hear these words, but, How the

- : . king

perceiving that to deny this request would but in- gagted bhis
crease his boy’s pain and grief, he answered, ¢ My desire
son, I will grant thee thy heart’s desire.” And
immediately he ordered that choice steeds, and an
eseort fit for a king, be made ready, and gave him
license to go abroad whensoever he would, charging
his companions to suffer nothing unpleasant to come
in his way, but to show him all that was beautiful
and gladsome. Hec bade them muster in the way
troops of folk intuning melodics in every mode,
and presenting divers mimic shows, that these might
occupy and dclight his mind.

So thus it came to pass that the king’s son often 1ow
went abroad. One day, through the negligence of ji2ih i
his attendants, he descried two men, the one maimed, 0ub saw

2 two men,

and the other blind.  In abhorrence of the sight, he one maim.
c ’ ed, and one

cried to his esquires, € Who are these, and what is uiing,
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this distressing spectacle ?’  They, unable to con-
ceal what he had with his own eyes seen, answered,
‘These be human sufferings, which spring from
corrupt matter, and from a body full of evil humours.’
The young prinee asked, ¢ Are these the fortune of
all men?’ They answered, ¢ Not of all, but of those
in whom the prineiple of health is turned away by
the baduess of the humours” Again the youth
asked, < If then this is wont to happen not to all,
but only to some, can they be known on whom this
terrible calamity shall fall? or is it undefined and
unforesecable?’ ¢ What man, said they, ¢cau dis-
cern the future, and accurately aseertain it? This
is beyond human nature, and is reserved for the
immortal gods alone.” The young prince ceased
from his questioning, but his heart was grieved at
the sight that he had witnessed, and the form of his
visage was changed by the strangeness of the matter.

Not mauny days after, as he was again taking his and again
walks abroad, he happened with an old man, well Qﬁﬁt}feﬁ;{;}“
stricken in years, shrivelled in countenance, feeble-
kneed, bent double, grey-haired, toothless, and with
broken utterance. The prince was seized with
astonishment, and, calling the old man near,
desired to know the mcaning of this strange sight.

His companions answered, ¢ This man is now well
advanced in years, and his gradual decrease of
strength, with increase of weakness, hath brought . ques
Lim to the misery that thou seest.” ¢And, said he, tioned bis

. . e servants
¢what will be his end?” They answered, ¢ Naught avout them
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but death will relieve him.” ¢ But,” said he, ¢is this
the appointed doom of all mankind? Or doth it
happen only to some?’ They answered, ¢ Unless
death come before hand to remove him, no dweller
on carth, but, as life advaneeth, must make trial of
this lot.” Then the young prince asked in how many
vears this overtook a man, and whether the doom of
death was without reprieve, and whether there was
no way to escape it, and avoid coming to such
misery. ‘They answered him, ‘In eighty or an
hundred years men arrive at this old age, and then
they die, since there is none other way ; for death is
a debt due to nature, laid on man from the beginning,
and its approach is inexorable.’

When our wise and sagacious young prince saw
and heard all this, he sighed from the bottom of
his heart. ¢Bitter is this hfe, cried he, and fulfilled
of all pain and anguish, if this be so. And how
can a body be careless in the expectation of an
unknown death, whose approach (ye¢ say) is as
uncertain as it is inexorable?” So he went away,
restlessly turning over all these things in his mind,
pondering mthout end, and ever callmﬂ up remem-
braneces of death. Whercfore trouble and despondency
were his companions, and his grief knew no case;
for he said to himself, ¢ And is it true that death shall
one day overtake me? And who is he that shall make
mention of me after death, when time delivereth all
things to forgetfulness > When dead, shall T dissolve
into nothingness? Or is there life bevond, and
another world?”  Ever fretting over these and the
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like considerations, he waxed pale and wasted away,
but in the presence of his father, whenever he
chanced to come to him, he made as though he were
cheerful and without trouble, unwilling that his
cares should come to his father's knowledge. But
he longed with an unrestrainable ycarning, to meet
with the man that might accomplish his heart’s desire,
and fill his ears with the sound of good tidings.
Again he enquired of the tutor of whom we
have spoken, whether he knew of anybody able
to help him towards his desire, and to establish a
mind, dazed and shuddering at its cogitations, and
unable to throw off its burden. He, recollecting their
former communications, said, ‘I have told thee
already how thy father hath dealt with the wise
men and anchorets who spend their lives in such
philosophies. Some hath he slain, and others he
hath wrathfully persecuted, and I wot not whether
any of this sort be in this country side.” Thereat
the prince was overwhelmed with woe, and grievously
wounded in spirit. He was like unto a man that
hath lost a great treasure, whose whole heart is
occupied in secking after it. Thenceforth he lived
in perpetual confliet and distress of mind, and all
the pleasures and delights of this world were in his
eyes an abomination and a curse. While the youth
was in this way, and his soul was erying out to dis-
cover that which is good, the eye that beholdeth
all things looked upon him, and he that willeth
that ¢all men should be saved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth, passed him not by, but
showed this man also the tender love that he hath
toward mankind, and made known upon him the
path whercon he needs must go.  Befel it thus.
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VI

Tuere was at that time a certain monk, learned of Barlanm,
. . . the monk
in heavenly things, graced in word and deed, A andhis
model follower of every monastic rule.  Whenee {']"‘c"!':,‘};e""
he sprang, and what his race, I cannot say, but he ‘i‘:;h\?:(;h
dwelt in a waste howling wilderness in the land was
of Senmaar, and had been perfected through the
grace of the priesthood. Barlaam was this clder's
name. He, learning by divine revelation the state
of the king's son, left the desert and returned to the
world. Changing his habit, he put on lay attire,
and, embarking on ship board, arrived at the seat of
the empire of the Indians.  Disguised as a merchant
man, he entered the city, where was the palace of
the king’s son. There he tarried many days, and
enquired diligently concerning the prince’s aflairs,
and those that had access to him. Learning that
the tutor, of whom we have spoken, was the prince’s
most familiar friend, he privily approached him,
saying,

‘1 would have thee understand, my lord, that I barliam
am a merchant man, come from a far country ; and :.L.ltlﬁ:l:.f”:"
I possess a precious gem, the like of which was Bl
never yet found, and hitherto I have shewed it to ’f‘fu‘l‘:‘l‘:"‘v
no man.  But now I reveal the secret to thee, sceing the prinee,
thee to be wise and prudent, that thon mayest bring
me before the king’s son, and 1 will present it to
him.  Beyond compare, it surpasseth all Dbeantiful
things ; for on the blind in heart it hathi virtue to
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bestow the light of wisdom, to open the ears of the
deaf, to give specech to the dumb and strength to
the ailing. It maketh the foolish wise and driveth
away devils, and without stint furnisheth its possessor
with everything that is lovely and desirable.” The
tutor said, ¢ Though, to all sceming, thou art a man
of staid and steadfast judgment, yet thy words prove
thee to be boastful beyond measure. Time would
fail me to tell thee the full tale of the costly and
precious gems and pearls that I have seen. But
gems, with such power as thou tellest of, I never
saw nor heard of yet. Nevertheless shew me the
stone ; and if it be as thou affirmest, I immediatcly
bear it to the king’s son, from whom thou shalt
receive most high honours and rewards. But,
before 1 be assured by the certain witness of mine
own eyes, I may not carry to my lord and master so
swollen a tale about so doubttul a thing Quoth
Barlaam, ¢ Well hast thou said that thou hast
never seen or heard of sueh powers and virtues; for
my speech to thee is on no ordinary matter, but on
a wondrous and a great. But, as thou desiredst to

behold it, listen to my words.
¢This exceeding precious gem, amongst these its
powers and virtues, possesseth this property besides.
It cannot be seen out of hand, save by one whose
eyesight is strong and sound, and his body pure and
thoroughly undefiled. If any man, lacking in these
two good qualities, do rashly gaze upon this precious
stone, he shall, I suppose lose cven the eyesight
65
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that he hath, and his wits as well. Now I, that am
initiated in the physician’s art, obscrve that thine
eyes are not healthy, and I fear lest I may cause
thee to lose even the eyesight that thou hast. But
of the king's son, I have heard that he leadeth a
sober life, and that his eyes are young and fair, and
healthy. Wherefore to him I make bold to display
this treasure. Be not thou then negligent herein,
nor rob thy master of so wondrous a boon.” The
other answered, ¢ If this be so, in no wise show me
the gem; for my life hath been polluted by many
sins, and also, as thou sayest, I am not possest of
good eyesight. But 1 am won by thy words, and
will not hesitate to make known these things unto
my lord the prince.” So saying, he went in, and,
word by word, reported everything to the king’s son.
He, hearing his tutor’s words, felt a strange joy and
spiritual gladness breathing into his heart, and, like
one inspired, bade bring in the man forthwith.

So when Barlaam was come in, and had in due How
order wished him Peace!, the prince bade him be !ﬁi;{;‘;‘,;f;’:,gm
seated. Then his tutor withdrew, and Toasaph said pSie,
unto the elder, ‘Shew me the precious gem, con- ’c‘:)‘l‘lﬂ;‘z;‘i
cerning which, as my tutor hath narrated, thou with him
tellest such great and marvellous tales.” Then
began Barlaam to discourse with him thus: €It is
not fitting, O prince, that I should say anything
falsely or unadvisedly to thine excellent majesty.

All that hath been signified to thee from me is
67
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true and may not be gainsaid. DBut, except I first
make trial of thy mind, it is not lawful to declare to
thee this mystery; for my master saith, “There
went out a sower to sow his seed: and, as he
sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and the
fowls of the air came and devoured them up: some
fell upon stony places, where they had not much
earth : and forthwith they sprang up, because they
had no deepuness of earth: and when the sun was
up, they were scorched: and because they had no
root, they withered away. And some fell among
thorns ; and the thorns sprung up and choked them:
but others fell upon good ground, and brought forth
fruit an hundredfold.” Now, if I find in thine heart
fruit-bearing ground, and good, I shall not be slow
to plant thercin the heavenly sced, and manifest to
thee the mighty mystery. But and if the ground
be stony and thorny, and the wayside trodden down
by all who will, it were better never to let fall this
sced of salvation, nor to east it for a prey to fowls
and beasts, before which I have been charged not to
cast pearls. But I am “persuaded better things of
thee, and things that accompany salvation,”—how
that thou shalt sce the priceless stone, and it shall
be given thee in the light of that stone to become
lwht and bring forth fruit an hundredfold. Aye, for
thy sake I gave diligence and accomplished a long
journey, to shew thee things which thou hast never
seen, and teach thec things which thou hast never
heard.’
loasaph said unto him, ‘For mysclf, reverend roasaph

elder, I have a longing, an irresistible passion to Prayeth
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hear some new and goodly word, and in mine heart Barlaam to
there is kindled fire, cruelly burning and urging ypniit®
me to lecarn the answer to some questions that treseure
will not rest. But until now I never happened
on one that could satisfy me as touching them.
But if 1 wmeet with some wise and understand-
ing man, and hear the word of salvation, 1 shall
not deliver it to the fowls of the air, I trow, nor
yvet to the beasts of the field; nor shall I be
found either stony or thorny-hearted, as thou saidest,
but I shall receive the word kindly, and guard it
wisely. So if thou knowest any such like thing,
coneeal it not from me, but declare it. When 1
heard that thou wert eome from a far country,
my spirit rejoiced, and I had good hope of obtaining
through thee that whieh I desire. Wherefore 1
called thee straightway into my presenee, and
received thee in friendly wise as one of my
companions and peers, if so be that I may not
be disappointed of my hope.” Barlaam answered,
¢Fair are thy deeds, and worthy of thy royal
majesty ; seeing that thou hast paid no heed to
my mean show, but hast devoted thyself to the
hope that lieth within.

¢There was once a great and famous king : and arovosrs «
it eame to pass, when he was riding on a day o
in his golden chariot, with his royal guard, that axerus
there met him two men, clad in filthy rags, with pearn
fallen-in faces, and pale as death. Now the king Bt
knew that it was by buffetings of the body and much to the
by the sweats of the monastie life that they had romt
thus wasted their miscrable flesh.  So, sceing them,
he leapt anon from his chariot, fell on the ground,
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and did obeisance. Then rising, he embraced and
greeted them tenderly. Bul his noblemen and
counsellors took offcnee thereat, deeming that their
sovran had disgraced his kingly honour. But
not daring to reprove him to the face, they bade
the king's own brother tell the king not thus to
insult the majesty of his crown. When he had
told the king thereof, and had upbraided him
for his untimely humility, the king gave his brother
an answer whieh he failed to understand.

¢Jt was the eustom of that king, whenever he
senteneed anyone to dcath, to send a herald to
his door, with a trumpet reserved for that purpose,
and at the sound of this trumpet all understood
that that man was liable to the penalty of death.
So when evening was come, the king sent the
death-trumpet to sound at his brother’s door; who,
when he heard its blast, despaired of his life,
and all night long set his house in order. At
day-break, robed in black and garments of mourning,
with wife and children, he went to the palace
gate, weeping and lamenting. The king fctehed
him in, and sceing him in tears, said, “O fool,
and slow of understanding, how didst thou, who
hast had sueh dread of the herald of thy peer
and Dbrother (against whom thy conscienee doth
not aecuse thee of having eommitted any trespass)
blame me for my humility in greeting the heralds
of my God, when they warned me, in gentler tones
than those of the trumpet, of my death and fearful
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meceting with that Master against whom I know
that I have often grievously offended? Lo! then,
it was in reproof of thy folly that I played thee
this turn, even as I will shortly conviet of vanity
those that prompted thy reproof.” Thus he comforted
his brother and sent him home with a gift.

‘Then he ordered four wooden caskets to be made.
Two of these he covered over all with gold, and,
placing dead men’s mouldering bones therein,
secured them with golden clasps. The other two
he smeared over with pitch and tar, but filled
them with costly stones and precious pearls, and
all manner of aromatic sweet perfume. He bound
them fast with cords of hair, and called for the
noblemen who had blamed him for his manner
of accosting the men by the wayside. Before them
he set the four caskets, that they might appraise
the value of these and those. They decided that the
golden ones were of greatestvalue, for, peradventure,
they contained kingly diadems and girdles. But
those, that were be-smeared with pitch and tar,
were cheap and of paltry worth, said they. Then
said the king to them, “I know that such is your
answer, for with the eyes of sense ye judge the
objects of sense, but so ought ye not to do, but
ye should rather sce with the inner eye the hidden
worthlessness or value.” Whereupon he ordered
the golden chests to be opened.  And when they
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were thrown open, they gave out a loathsome
smell and presented a hideous sight.

¢Said the king, “ Here is a figure of those who
are clothed in glory and honour, and make great
display of power and glory, but within is the
stink of dead men’s bones and works of iniquity.”
Next, he eommanded the pitched and tarred caskets
also to be opened, and delighted the company
with the beauty and sweet savour of their stores.
And he said unto them, “ Know ye to whom these
are like? They are like those lowly men, eclad
in vile apparel, whose outward form alone ye
beheld, and deemed it outrageous that I bowed
down to do thcm obeisanee. But through the eyes
of my mind I perceived the value and exceeding
beauty of their souls, and was glorified by their
touch, and I counted them more honourable than
any chaplet or royal purple.”” Thus he shamed
his courtiers, and taught them not to be deceived
by outward appearances, but to give hced to the
things of the soul. After the example of that
devout and wise king hast thou also done, in that
thou hast reeeived me in good hope, wherein, as I
ween, thou shalt not be disappointed.” Ioasaph
said unto him, ¢Fair and fitting hath been all thy
speech ; but now I fain would learn who is thy
Master, who, as thou saidest at the first, spake
coneerning the Sower.
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AcaiN therefore Barlaam took up his parable and Barlaam
said, <If thou wilt learn who is my Master, it is Distivine
Jesus Christ the Lord, the only-hegotten Son of M
God, “the blessed and only potentate, the King
of kings, and Lords of lords; who only hath im-
mortality, dwelling in the light which no man can
approach unto’” ; who with the Father and the Holy
Ghost is glorified. 1 am not one of those who
proclaim from the house-top their wild rout of gods,
and worship lifeless and dumb idols, but one God do
I ackuowledge and confess, in three persons glorified,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, but in one
nature and substance, in one glory and kingdom
undivided. He then is in three persons one God,
without beginning, and without end, eternal and
everlasting, increate, immutable aund incorporeal,
invisible, infinite, incompreliensible, alone good and
righteous, who created all things out of nothing,
whether visible or invisible. First, he made the
heavenly and invisible powers, countless multitudes,
immaterial and bodiless, ministering spirits of the
majesty of God. Afterward he created this visible
world, heaven and earth and sea, which also he
made glorions with light and richly adorned it; the
heavens with the sun, moon and stars, and the earth
with all manner of herbs and divers living Dbeasts,
and the sea in turn with all kinds of fishes. “IIe
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spake the word and these all were made; he com-
manded and they were created.” Then with his own
hands he created man, taking dust of the ground for
the fashioning of his body, but by his own in-breathing
giving him a reasonable and intelligent soul, which,
as it is written, was made after the image and
likeness of God: after his image, becaunse of reason
and free will; after his likeness, beeause of the
likeness of virtue, in its degree, to God. Him he
endowed with free will and immortality and appointed
sovran over everything upon carth ; and from man he
made woman, to be an helpmect of like nature for

him.
¢ And he planted a garden eastward in Eden, full
of delight and all heart’s ease, and set thercin the
man whom he had formed, and commanded him
freely to eat of all the heavenly trecs therein, but
forbade him wholly the taste of a certain one which
was called the trec of the knowledge of good and
evil, thus saying, “In the day that ye cat thercof ye
shall surely die.” DBut onc of the aforesaid angel
powers, the marshall of one host, though he bore in
himself no trace of natural evil from his Maker's
hand but had been ereated for good, yet by his own
free and deliberate choice turned aside from good to
evil, and was stirred up by madness to the desire to
take up arms against his Lord God. Wherefore he was
cast out of his rank and dignity, and in the stead of
his former blissful glory and angelick name reccived
the name of the “Devil” and “Satan” for his
81
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title. God banished him as unworthy of the glory
above. And together with him there was drawn
away and hurled forth a great multitude of the
company of angels under him, who were evil of
choice, and chose, in place of good, to follow in the
rebellion of their leader. These were called Devils,
as being deluders and deccivers.

“Thus then did the devil utterly renounce the
good, and assume an cvil nature; and he con-
eeived spite against man, seeing himself hurled
from such glory, and man raised to such honour;
and he schemed to oust him from that blisstul
state. So he tock the serpent for the workshop
of his own guile. Thronugh him he conversed with
the woman, and persuaded her to eat of that for-
bidden tree in the hope of being as God, and
through her he deceived Adam also, for that was the
first man’s name.  So Adamn ate of the tree of dis-
obedience, and was banished by his maker from that
paradise of delight, and, in lieu of those happy days
and that immortal life, fell alas! into this life of
misery and woc, and at the last received sentence of
death.  Thenceforth the devil waxed strong and
boastful through his victory ; and, as the race of man
multiplied, he prompted them in all mammer of
wickedness. So, wishing to cut short the growth of
sin, God brought a deluge on the earth, and destroyed
every living soul. But one single righteous man did
God find in that generation; and him, with wife and
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children, he saved alive in an Ark, and set him utterly
desolate on earth. But, when the human race again
began to multiply, they forgat God, and ran into
worse excess of wickedness, being in subjection to
divers sins and rained in strange delusions, and
wandering apart into many branches of error.

‘Some deemed that everything moved by mere
chanee, and taught that there was no Providence,
sinee there was no master to govern. Others brought
in fate, and committed everything to the stars at
birth. Others worshipped many evil deities subject to
many passions, to the end that they might have them
to advocate their own passions and shameful deeds,
whose forms they moulded, and whose dumb figures
and senscless idols they set up, and enclosed them
in temples, and did homage to them, “scrving the
ereature more than the Creator.”” Some worshipped
the sun, moon and stars which God fixed, for to give
light to our earthly sphere; things without soul
or sense, enlightcned and sustained by the providenee
of God, but unable to accomplish anything of them-
selves. Others again worshipped fire and water, and
the other elements, things withont soul or sense;
and men, possest of soul and reason, were not
ashamed to worship the like of these. Others
assigned worship to beasts, creeping and four-footed
things, proving themsclves more beastly than the
things that they worshipped. Others made them
images of vile and worthless men, and named them
gods, some of whom they called males, and some
females, and they themselves set them forth as
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adulterers, murderers, victims of anger, jealousy,
wrath, slayers of fathers, slayers of brothers,
thieves and robbers, lame and maim, sorcerers and
madmen. Others they showed dead, struck by
thunderbolts, or beating their breasts, or Dbeing
mourned over, or in enslavement to mankind, or
exiled, or, for foul and shameful unions, taking
the ferms of animals. Whence men, taking occasion
by the gods themselves, took heart to pollute them-
selves in all manner of uncleanness. So an horrible
darkness overspread our race in those times, and
“ there was none that did understand and seck after

God.”
¢Now in that generation one Abraham alone was
found strong in his spiritual senses; and by contem-
plation of Creation he recognized the Creator. When
he considered heaven, earth and sea, the sun, moon
and the like, he inarvelled at their harmonious
ordering. Seeing the world, and all that therein is,
he could not bLelieve that it had been ereated, and
was upheld, by its own power, nor did he ascribe
such a fair ordering to earthly clements or lifcless
idols. But therein he recognized the true God, and
understood him to be the maker and sustainer of the
whole. And God, approving his fair wisdom and
right judgement, manifested himself unto him, not
as he essentially is (for it is impossible for a created
being to see God), but by certain manifestations in
material forms, as he alone can, and he planted in
Abraham more perfect knowledge : e magnified
87

of Abra-
ham, Moses
and Aaron,



ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

Eace, kal oixeiov €eto Hepa"rrov-ra, 3s, xai /ca-rd
31a3oxr;v Tols €€ avTod 'n'apare,m]rac; Ty evoe-
,Betav, Tov a)w;@») fvapLZ:ew eSLSaEe @eou. 8o /caL
els w)\nﬁos‘ uretpov 70 o‘vreppa au*rov e)\ﬁew 0
Exod. xix. 5 NeamoTNS €VS0KNTE, KAl ANady TWepovTLOY avTH
Tt il 14 @vouacde, kal Sovhwlévras adtods EOver Alyvmrio
kai Papad Twe Tupdvve onueios xal Tépace
bpurTols xai e"g’aw[ow éf;}"ya'yev e’/ceiﬁev Sia
Mocéws xal 'Aapdv,. avdpaw aryuov mu xaptn
7rpo¢>77'retas‘ Sokucbévror 8 v kal 70v9 AL-
yvmrTiovs ékoracev afiws Tijs alTéy 71“01/77pl,af;, xal
ToUS Iapmﬂ\rrae (007w vap o Aaos éxeivos o 70D
Exod. xiv. ABpaa,u. améyovos éxéxAnTo) Sa  Enpds 7171/
LB R vpay 0a7\aa‘aav 8171'ya7e, Suzaxweevrwu 'rwv
vBa Tov Kkal 76Lx09 éx SGEva kal -retxoe ef edw-
VUp@Y rye'yevnpevww 100 8¢ Papaw xai THY
Aw/uwnwv xat’ Lxuoq avTdv ewe)\é’ounov, ér-
avagTpapévta Ta Vdata dpdny adTols dmwheTey.
eZ'ra favpac peﬂ/ia'roce kal Beoqﬁavefats‘ e"n"t 5]
xpovotq 'reO‘O'apulcov‘ra Siayayov Tov Nadv év 7§
Ex.xvi.  €piuo Kkal doTw obpavip 3ta7p6¢a)v, vo,u,ov 363&)/«:6
et xx.s mragi NMBivars Geoﬁev ryeﬂ,’pa;mez'ov, ov'n'ep éve-
beit.s. yeirige 79 Mooel éml 100 dpovs, ‘TU‘TTOV dvra kal
lieb. x. 1 oKL /pfujnav TRV ,ue?O\ou-rwv, -rwv uév eldwhwv
Kai TAVTOY THY movnpdy a7ru.~/ou7a wpafewv,
pnévov 8¢ 8ibdorovta Tor SvTws dvta Oeov é-
Beabar, rai Tdv ayabdv épywv avréxesbar
’romtﬁ-r(uc o -repa-rovpyiatc et’m}ya'yev at’ﬂof:s‘
e:.s m/aenv Twa i, 7)v7rep Tdhar T WantaPXﬂ
éxclvew "APpaip em)»y*/etka-ro Shaeww abrod TG
oméppati.  kal parpov &v ey 3L7]~/7)0'a0'9at éoa
els adtois évedelfuto peyiha kai Oavuactd,

88



BARLAAM AND [OASAPH, vi.. 50-51

him and made him his own scrvant. Which
Abraham in turn handed down to his children his
own righteousness, and taught them to know the true
God. Whercfore also the Lord was pleased to multiply
his seed beyond measure,and called them ““a peeuliar
people,” and brought them forth out of bondage
to the Lgyptian nation, and to one Pharaoh a tyrant,
by strange and terrible signs and wonders wrought
by the hand of Moses and Aaron, holy men, honoured
with the gift of prophecy; by whom also he punished
the Egyptians in fashion worthy of their wickedness,
and led the Israelites (for thus the people descended
from Abrabam were called) through the Red Sea
upon dry land, the waters dividing and making a
wall on the right hand and a wall on the left. But
when Pharaoh and the Egyptians pursued and went
in after them, the waters returned and utterly
destroyed them. Then with exceeding mighty
miracles and divine manifestations by the space of
forty years he led the people in the wilderness, and
fed them with bread from heaven, and gave the Law
divinely written on tables of stone, which he delivered
unto Moses on the mount, “a type and shadow of
things to come” leading men away from idols and all
manner of wickedness, and teaching them to worship
only the one true God, and to cleave to good works.
By such wondrous decds, he brought them into a
certain goodly land, the which he had promised afore-
time to Abraham the patriarch, that he would give it
unto his seed. And the task were long, to tell of all
the mighty and marvellous works full of glory and
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wonder, without number, which he shewed unto them,
by which it was his purpose to pluck the human race
from all unlawful worship and practice, and to bring
men back to their first estate. But even so our
nature was in bondage by its frecdom to err, and
death had dominion over mankind, delivering all to
the tyranny of the devil, and to the damnation of
hell.

¢So when we had sunk to this depth of misfortune of the
and misery, we were not forgotten by him that l?i?&"?f&?g
formed and brought us out of nothinrr into being, nor é‘,’;‘,‘;
did he suffer ]llS own handiwork uttuly to pcnsh
By the good plecasure of our God and Father, and
the co-operation of the Holy Ghost, the only-begotten
Son, even the Word of God, which is in the bosom of
the Father, being of one substance with the Father
and with the Holy Ghost, he that was before all
worlds, without beginning, who was in the beginning,
and was with God even the Father, and was God,
he, I say, condescended toward his servants with
an unspeakable and incomprehensible condescen-
sion ; and, being perfect God, was made perfect man,
of the Holy Ghost, and of Mary the Holy \nmn
and Mother of God, not of the sced of man, nor Zof
the will of man, nor by carnal union, being con-
ceived in the \mfm s undefiled womb, of the Holy
Ghost ; as also, before his eonception, one of the
Archanvels was sent to announce to the Virgin that
miraculous conception and ineffable birth.  For
without seed was the Son of God conceived of the
Holy Ghost, and in the Virgin’s womb he formed for
himself a fleshy body, animate with a reasonable and
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intelligent soul, and thence came forth in one
substance, but in two natures, perfect God and
perfeet man, and preserved undefiled, even after
birth, the virginity of her that bore him. He,
being made of like passions with oursclves in all
things, yet without sin, took our infirmities and bare
our sicknesses. For, since by sin death entercd into
the world, need was that he, that should redeem the
world, should be without sin, and not by sin subject
unto death.

¢When he had lived thirty years among men, he
was baptized in the river Jordan by John, an holy
man, and great above all the prophets. And when
he was baptized there came a voice from heaven,
from God, even the Father, saying, ¢ This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” and the
Holy Ghost descended upon him in likeness of a
dove. From that time forth he began to do great
signs and wonders, raising the dead, giving sight to
the blind, casting out devils, healing the lame and
maim, cleansing lepers, and everywhere renewing
our out-worn nature, instructing men both by word
and deed, and tcaching the way of virtue, turning
men from destruction and guiding their feet toward
life eternal. Wherefore also he chose twelve
disciples, whom he called Apostles, and commanded
them to preach the kingdom of heaven which he
came upon earth to declare, and to make heavenly
us who are low and ecarthly, by virtue of his
Incarnation.

¢ But, through envy of his marvellous and divine
conversation and endless miracles, the chief priests

93

of his
life and
winistry,



Matt xxvi.
47

Matt. xxvii.
28

1 Pet. i, 22
Is. liii. 9
1 Pet. iv. 1

1 Pet. iii. 19
Eph.iv. 9

John xx. 19

Luke xxiv.
50

ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

kal apynyoi Tov ’lovdaiwv, &ba 8y kal Tas
StatpifBas émoteito, pavévres, oiomep TA TWPOELPY-
wéva Bavupacta onuela ral Tépara Temouixet,
auvnpovicavres wavtwy, avdTe adTov katedixa-
cgar, &va 1oV paldntov avtod els mpodosiav guv-
apmdaavtes: Kai, kpaTicavtes avTov, Tols édveaiy
é'xBomv v thv TOV aAmdvTwy e’vrom’o‘am'o,
exovowa Bov)u; TadTa /raTaSefa,uevov avTol. NAfe
vap 8 wuas wdvra 7'a6’ew, W r)/.Lac Tov Talov
ekev@epwa’r]. mo\ & 8¢ els avTov ev3€t€a,u.evot,
aTavpp 70 TehevTalov /ca're&/caa'av. kai wavta
v'n'e/.tetve T d)voet 7179 a'apxoc, 75 8€ Yudv dvend-
Beto, ﬂ;c Oelas av-rov <;bvo‘ewc arrafobs yewam;e.
Svo h/ap pUoewy v’rapxaw, 77;? Te Oelas ral 1)9 ét
NGO 7rpoo’ave7\u,8e1‘o, 70 e av(')pwn'eza $vos
Emalev, 1 b¢ Bedtns amalis Siéuewve kai dbavaTos.
éotavpwln odv TH capri o Kipios Hudv 'Incods
tho"réc, ov dva/uip"n'roq. a;l.ap'rt'au 7&p ofm
ewoma'eu ovSe eUpéldn Soros év 1O o"ro,ua'n av‘rov,
ral on vmékerto GavaTe:  Sua Tijs a,uapnae fyap,
s xai rpoen-ov, o 6’uva:~os ewr,\Oev ebq Tor
roapov:  dMAa & jpds amébave capki W jpds
T -roﬁ Oavarov 7\v7pa’>o-7]1'at TUpavridos. xa'n'j)V
Gev els adov, Kai 'rov-rov ovv-rpn}ras*, Tas anw
aldvos eﬂ/xe/ckew'pevac exew'e \[fuxaq evbépwae.
Tebels év Tapp -rr; -rpl,-rr; 7),u.epa ékaviaT, mm;'a'ac
'rou 9ava70v xal fuiv Ty vucr;v 3a>p170'a,u.evoe kat
avTod, /cat, ad)ﬁap'rwar; T cdpka o Tis adbap-
olas mdapoyos, wqbf?r; -rotq ,u.a@m'aw, eZp/)w;v afl'rocs
Swpovueros xai 8 adTdy wavti TH yéver TAY
alpdmov.

Meb’ uépas 8¢ Teaaapdkovta eis odpavovs av-

94

54


http://Kph.lv

BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, vi. 53-55

and rulers of the Jews (amongst whom also he dwelt,
on whom he had wrought his aforesaid signs and
miracles), in their madness forgetting all, condemned
him to death, having scized one of the Twelve
to betray him. And, when they had taken him,
they delivered him to the Gentiles, him that was
the life of the world, he of his free will consenting
thereto; for he eame for our sakes to suffer all
things, that he might frce us from sufferings. But
when they had done him much despite, at the last
they condemncd him to the Cross. AH this he
endured in the nature of that flesh which he took
from us, his divine nature remaining free of suffering :
for, being of two natures, both the divine and that
which he took from us, his human nature suffered,
while his Godhead continued free from suffering and
death. So our Lord Jesus Christ, being without sin,
was crucified in the flesh, for he did no sin, neither
was guile found in his mouth; and he was not subject
unto death, for by sin, as I have said before, came
death into the world ; but for our sakes he suffered
death in the flesh, that he might redeem us from
the tyranny of death. He descended into hell, and
having harrowed it. he delivered thenec souls that
had been imprisoned therein for ages long.  1le was
buried, and on the third day he rose again, vanquish-
ing death and granting us the victory over death:
and he, the giver of immortality, having made tlesh
immortal, was seen of his diseiples, and bestowed
upon them peace, and, through them, peace on the
whole human race.

¢ After forty days he ascended into heaven, and
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sitteth at the right hand of the Father. And he andglorious
shall come again to judge the quick and the dead, ,‘.\fﬁf nsion
and to reward every man according to his works. beatens
After his glorious Aseension into heaven he sent

forth upon his disciples the Holy Ghost in likeness

of fire, and they began to speak with other tongues as

the Spirit gave them utterance. From thcnce by his of the
grace they were seattered abroad among all nations, ﬁ’,'e"}’fﬁ}’f
and preached the true Catholic Faith, baptizing §host and
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, spreatcf
and of the Holy Ghost, and teaching them to Catholick
observe all the commandments of the ‘31\ iour. So "
they gave light to the people that wandered in
darkness, and abolished the superstitious error of
idolatry. Though the enemy chafeth under his
defeat, and even now stirreth up war against us, the
faithful, persuading the fools and unwise to eling to

the worship of idols, vet'is his power grown feeble,

and his swords have at last failed him by the power

of Christ. Lo, in few words I have made known

unto thee my Master. my God, and my Saviour;

but thou shalt know him more perfeetly, it thou

wilt receive his grace into thy soul, and gain the

blessing to become his servant.”

VIII

WHEeN the king’s son had heard these words, there How
flashed a light upon his soul. Rising from his scat ,E’;;"J;‘; to
in the fulness of his joy, he cmbraced Barlaam, say- Bear

ing : “ Most honoured sir, methinks this might be that good tidings
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priceless stone which thou dost rightly keep secrct,
not displaying it to all that would sce it, but only to
those whose spiritual sense is strong. IFor lo, as
these words dropped upon nine ear, sweetest light
entered into my heart, and the heavy veil of sorrow,
that hath now this long time enveloped my heart,
was in an instant removed. Tell me if my guess be
true: or if thou knowest aught better than that
which thou hast spoken, delay not to deelare it to
me.’

Again, therefore, Barlaam answered, Yea, my
lord and prince, this is the mighty mystery which
hath been hid from ages and generations, but in
these last days hath been made known unto man-
kind ; the manifestation whereof, by the grace of
the Holy Ghost, was foretold by many prophets and
righteous men, instrueted at sundry times and in
divers manners. In trumpet tones they proclaimed
it,and all looked forward to the salvation that should
be : this they desired to see, but saw it not. But
this Jatest generation was counted worthy to receive
salvation. Wherefore he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.’

Said Joasaph, ¢ All that thou hast told me 1 believe
without question, and him whom thou decelarest I
glorify as God. Only make all plain to me, and
teach me clearly what I must do. But especially go
on to tell me what is that Baptism which thou sayest
that the Faithful reccive.’
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The other answered him thus, ¢ The root and sure
foundation of this holy and perfect Christian Faith is
the grace of heavenly Baptism, fraught with the
cleansing from all original sins, and complete puri-
fication of all defilements of evil that come alter.
For thus the Saviour commanded a man to be born
again of water and of the spirit, and be restored to
his first dignity, to wit, by supplication and by call-
ing on the Saving Name, the Ioly Spirit brooding
on the water. We are baptized, then, according to
the word of the Lord, in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: and thus
the grace of the Holy Ghost dwelleth in the soul of
the baptized, illuminating and making it God-like
and renewing that which was made after his own
image and likeness. And for the time to come we
cast away all the old works of wickedness, and we
make covenant with God of a second life and begin a
purer conversation, that we may also become fellow-
heirs with them that are born again to incorruption
and lay hold of everlasting salvation. But without
Baptism it is impossible to attain to that good hope,
even thongh a man be more pious than picty itself.
For thus spake God, the Word, who was iucarnate
for the salvation of our race, “ Verily I say unto you,
except ye be born of water and of the Spirit, ye
shall in no wise enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.”
Wherefore before all things I require thee to receive
faith within thy soul, and to draw near to Baptism
anon with hearty desire, and on no account to delay
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herein, for delay is parlous, because of the uncertainty
of the appointed day of death.’

Ioasaph said unto him, ¢ And what is this good
hope whereto thou sayest it is impossible with-
out baptism to attain? And what this kingdom
which thou ecallest the kingdom of Heaven? And
how cometh it that thou hast heard the words
of God incarnate? And what is the unecrtain
day of death? For on this account much anxicty
hath fallen on my heart, and consumeth my flesh
in pain and grief, and fasteneth on my very bones.
And shall we men, appointed to die, return to
nothing, or is there some other lite after our
departure hence? These and kindred questions
I have been longing to resolve.’

Thus questioned he ; and Barlaam answered thus:
‘The good hope, whereof I spake, is that of the
kingdom of Heaven. But that kingdom is far
beyond the utterance of mortal tongue; for the
Scripture saith, “Eye hath not seen, nor car heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man the
things whieh God hath prepared for them that
love him.” But when we have shuffled off this
gross flesh, and attained to that Dblessedness, then
will that Master, which hath granted to us not
to fail of this hope, teach and make known unto
us the glory of those good things, whose glory
passeth all understanding :—that light ineffable,
that life that hath no ending, that converse with
Angels. For if it be granted us to hold communion
with God, so far as is attainable to human nature,
then shall we know all things from his lips which
now we know not. This doth my initiation into
the teaching of the divine Scriptures teach me
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, vin. 6o-62

to be the rcal meaning of the kingdom of Heaven;
to approach the vision of the blessed and life-giving
Trinity, and to be illumined with his unapproachable
light, and with clcarer and purer sight, and with
unveiled facc, to behold as in a glass his unspeakable
glory. But, if it be impossible to express in language
that glory, that light, and those mysterious blessings,
what marvel? For they had not been mighty
and singular, if they had been comprehended by
reason and expresscd in words by us who are
earthly, and corruptible, and clothed in this heavy
garment of sinful flesh. Holding then such know-
ledge in simple faith, believe thou undoubtingly,
that these are no fictions; but by good works be
urgent to lay hold on that immortal kingdom,
to which when thou hast attained, thou shalt
have perfeet knowledge.

¢ As touching thy question, How it is that we
have heard the words of the Incarnate God, know
thou that we have been taught all that appertaineth
to the divine Incarnation by the Holy Gospels,
for thus that holy book is called, beeause it telleth
us, who are corruptible and earthly, the ¢ good
spell” of immortality and incorruption, of life
eternal, of the rcmission of sins, and of the kingdom
of heaven. This hook was written by the cye-
witnesses and ministers of the Word, and of these
I have already said that our Lord Jesus Christ
chose them for disciples and apostles; and they
delivered it unto us in writing, after the glorious
Ascension of our Master into lHeaven, a record
of his life on earth, his teachings and miracles,
so far as it was possible to commit them to writing.
For thus, toward the end of his volume, saith he
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that is the flower of the holy Evangelists, ¢ And
there are also many other things whieh Jesus
did, the which, if they should be written every one,
I suppose that even the world itself could not
contain the books that should be written.”

“So in this hecavenly Gospel, written by the
Spirit of God, is recorded the history of his
Inearnation, his mauifestation, his miracles and aets.
Afterward, it telleth of the innoeent suffering
whieh the Lord endured for our sake, of his
holy Resurrection on the third day, his Ascent
into the heavens, and of his glorious and dreadful
second coming; for the Son of God shall come
again on earth, with unspeakable glory, and with
a multitnde of the heavenly host to judge our
race, and to reward every man acecording to his
works. For, at the beginning, God created man
out of earth, as I have already told thee, and
breathed into him breath, whieh is ealled a reason-
able and understanding soul. But since we were
senteneed to death, we die all: and it is not
possible for this eup to pass any man by. Now
death is the separation of the soul from the body.
And that body which was formed out of earth,
when severed from the soul, returneth to earth from
whenee also it was taken, and, deeaying, perisheth
but the soul, being immortal, fareth whither her
Maker calleth, or rather to the plaee where she,
while still in the body, hath prepared for herself
lodgement. TFor as a man hath lived here, so shall
he reecive reward there.
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¢Then, after long seasons, Christ our God shall of the Re-
. . surrection

come to judge the world in awful glory, beyond of the dead,
words to tell; and for fear of him the powcrs of
heaven shall be shaken, and all the angel hosts
stand beside him in dread. Then, at the voice
of the archangel, and at the trump of God,
shall the dead arise and stand before his awful
throne. Now the Resurrection is the re-uniting
of soul and body. So that very body, which
decayeth and perisheth, shall arise incorruptible.
And concerning this, beware lest the reasoning of
unbelief overtake thee ; for it is not impossible for
him, who at the beginning formed the body out of
earth, when according to its Maker’s doom it hath
returned to earth whence it was taken, to raise the
same again. If thou wilt but consider how many created out
things God hath made out of nothing, this proof ginothine:
shall suffice thee. He took earth and made man,
though earth was not man before. How then did
earth become man? And how was earth, that did
not exist, produced ? And what foundation hath it?
And how were countless kind of things without
reason, of seeds and plants, produced out of it!
Nay, now also consider the manner of our birth.
Is not a little seed thrown into the womb that re-
ceiveth it? Whence then cometh such a marvellous
fashioning of a living creature ¢

¢So for him, who hath made cverything out of of theday of
nothing, and still doth make, it is not impossible to 19dsement
raise deadened and corrupt bodies from the earth,
that every man may be rewarded aceording to his
works ; for he saith, * The present is the time for
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, vni 64-65

work, the future for recompense.” Elsc, where were
the justice of God, if there were no Resurrection ?
Many righteous men in this present life have
suffered much ill-usage and torment, and have died
violent deaths; and the impious and the law-breaker
hath spent his days here in luxury and prosperity.
But God, who is good and just, hath appointed a day
of resurrection and inquisition, that each soul may
receive her own body, and that the wicked, who
reccived his good things here, may there be punished
for his misdeceds, and that the good, who was here
chastised for his misdceds, may there inherit his
bliss. For, saith the Lord, “They that are in the
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and
shall come forth ; they that have done good unto the
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil
unto the resurrection of doom.” Then also shall
thrones be set, and the Ancient of daysand Maker of
all things shall sit as Judge, and there shall be
opened books with records of the deeds and words
and thoughts of all of us, and a fiery stream shall
issue, and all hidden things shall be revealed.
There can no advocate, no persuasive words, no
false excuse, no mightiness of riches, no pomp of
rank, no lavishment of bribes, avail to pervert
righteous judgement. For he, the uncorrupt and
truthful Judge, shall weigh everything in the
balance of justice, every act, word and thought.
And they that have done good shall go into life ever- of the joy
lasting, into light unspeakable, rejoicing in the fellow- ;}fgfkﬁous,
ship of the Angels, to enjoy bliss ineffable, standing
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in purity before the Holy Trinity. But they that
have doue evil, and all the ungedly and sinners,
shall go into everlasting punishment, which is called
Gehenna, and outer darkness, and the worm that
dieth not, and the gnashing of teceth, and a thousand
other names of punishment; which meaneth rather
—bitterest of all,—alienation from God, the being
cast away from the sweetness of his presence, the
being deprived of that glory which bafleth de-
scription, the being made a spectacle unto the
whole creation, and the being put to shame, and
shame that hath no ending. For, after the passing
of that terrible sentence, all things shall abide im-
mutable and unchangeable. The Dblissful lifc of
the righteous shall have no close, neither shall
the misery and punishment of sinners find an end:
because, after him, there is no higher Judge,
and no dcfence by after-works, no time for amend-
ment, no other way for them that are punished,
their vengeance being co-eternal with them.

‘Seeing that this is so, what manner of persons
ought we to be in all holy conversation and godli-
ness, that we may be counted worthy to cscape
the wrath to come, and to be ranged on the right
hand of the Son of God? For this is the station
of the righteous: but to sinners is allotted the
station of misery on the left. Then shall the Lord
call the righteous “ Blessed,” and shall lead them
into his everlasting kingdom. But, as for sinners, and of the
with anger and curse he will banish them from his doum of
serene and gentle countenance—the Dbitterest and
hardest lot of all—and will send them away into
everlasting punishment.’
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BARLAAM AND TOASAPH, ix. 67-68

IX

Toasarn said unto him, ¢ Great and marvellous, sir,
are the things whercof thou tcllest me, fearful and
terrible, if indeed these things be so, and, if there be
after death and dissolution into dust and ashes, a
resurreetion and re-birth, and rewards and punish-
ments for the deeds done during life.  But what is
the proof thereof? And how have ye come to learn
that whieh ye have not seen, that ye have so stead-
fastly and undoubtingly believed it?  As for things
that have already been done and made manifest in
deed, though ye saw them not, yet have ye heard
them from the writers of history. But, when it is
of the future that ye preaeh tidings of such vast
import, how have ye made your convietion on these
matters sure?’

Quoth Barlaam, ¢ From the past I gain eertainty
about the future; for they that preaehed the Gospel,
without erring from the truth, but establishing their
sayings by signs and wonders and divers miracles,
themselves also spake of the future. So, as in the
one ease they taught us nothing amiss or false, but
made all that they said and did to shine elearer than
the sun, so also in the other matter they gave us
true doctrine, even that which our Lord and Master
Jesus Christ himself confirmed both by word and
deed. “Verily,” he spake, “1 say unto you, the
hour is coming in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear the voiee of the Son of God and
they that hear shall live:” and again, “The hour
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1x. 63-69

cometh when the dead shall hear his voiee, and shall
come forth, they that have done good unto the
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil
unto the resurreetion of dammation.” And again
he said eoneerning the resurrection of the dead,
“ Have ye not read that which was spoken unto you
by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jaeob. God is not the
God of the dead but of the living.” “For as the
tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so shall
it be in the end of this age. The Son of God shall
send forth his Angels, and they shall gather all
things that offend, and them whieh do iniquity, and
shall east them into the furnace of fire; there shall
be wailing and gnashing of tecth. Then shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom ot
their father.” Thus spake he and added this
thereto, ¢ Who hath cars to hear, let him hear.”

¢In such words and many more did the Lord
make manifest the resurrection of our bodies, and
confirm his words in deed, by raising many that
were dead. And, toward the end of his life upén
earth, he ealled from the grave onc Lazarns his
fncnd that had already been four days dead and
stank, and thus he restored the lifcless to life.
Morcovel, the Lord himsclf became the first-fruits
of that resurrection which is final and no longer
subject unto death, after he had in the flesh tasted
of death; and on the third day he rose again, and
Leecame the first-born from the dead. For other
men also were raised from the dead, but died once

more, and might not yet attain to the likencess of

the future true resurrection. But he alone was tlic
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leader of that resurrection, the first to be raised to
the resurrection immortal.

¢This was the preaching also of them that from
the beginning were cye-witnesses and ministers of
the word ; for thus saith blessed Paul, whose calling
was not of men, but from heaven, “ Brethren, I
declare unto you the Gospel which 1 preached unto
you. For I delivered unto you first of all that which
I also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures. Now if Christ be
preached that he rose from the dcad, how say some
among you that there is no resurrection of the dead ?
For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised.
And if Christ be not raised, yonr faith is vain, ye are
yet in your sins. If in this life only we have hope
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But
now is Christ risen from the dead and become the
first-fruits of them that slept. For since by man
came death, by man came also the resurrection
of the dead. [For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.” And after a little
while,  For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality. So when
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death
is swallowed up in victory. O death where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”  For then
the power of death is utterly annulled and destroyed,
no longer working in us, but for the future there
is given unto men immortality and incorruption for
evermore.
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‘Beyond all question, thercfore, there shall be
a resurrcction of the dead, and this we Dbelicve
undoubtingly. Morcover we know that there shall
be rewards and punishments for the dceds done in
our life-time, on the dreadful day of Christ’s coming,
“wherein the heavens shall be dissolved in fire and
the clements shall melt with fervent heat,” as saith
one of the inspired clerksof God ; “nevertheless we,
according to his promise, look for new heavens and
a new carth.” For that there shall be rewards and
punishments for men’s works, and that absolutely
nothing, good or bad, shall be overlooked, but that
there is reserved a requital for words, deeds and
thoughts, is plain. The Lord saith, “ Whosoever
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup
of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, he shall
in no wise losc his reward.” And again he saith,
“ When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy Angels with him, then before him shall
be gathered all 1 nations, and he shall separate them
one from another, as a shepherd divideth his shcep
from the goats. And he shall sct the sheep on
his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then
shall the King say unto them on his right hand,
¢ Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger,and
ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was
sick, and ye visited me : I was in prison, and ye came
unto me.””  Wherefore saith he this, except he
count the kind acts we do unto the needy as done unto
himself?  And in another place he saith, “ Whoso-
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BARLAAM AND 10ASAPII, 1x. 71-72

cever shall confess me before men, him will I also
confess before my Father which is in heaven.”

‘Lo, by all these examples and wmany more
he proveth that the rewards of good works are
certain and sure. Further, that punishments are in
store for the bad, he foretold by parables strange
and wonderful, which he, the Well of Wisdom
most wisely put forth. At one time he brought into
his tale a certain rich man which was clothed in parable of
purple and fine linen, and fared snmptuously cvery }“,‘,‘:3:;“1
day, butwho was so niggardly and pitiless toward the
destitute as to overlook a certain beggar named
Lazarus laid at his gate, and not even to give him of
the crumbs from his table.  So when one and other
were dead, the poor man, full of sores, was carried
away, he saith, into Abraham’s bosom—{for thus he
deseribeth the habitation of the righteous—but the
rich man was delivered to the fire of bitter torment
in hell.  To him said Abraham, “Thou in thy life-
time reecivedst thy good things, and likewise
Lazarus his evil things, but now he is comforted,
and thou art tormented.”

¢And otherwhere he likeneth the kingdom of e paralle
heaven to a certain king which made a marriage- i’\fc}{(‘ﬁug
feast for his son and thercby he declared future f¥t
happiness and splendour. For as he was wont
to speak to humble and earthly minded men, he
would draw his parables from homely and familiar
things. Not that he meant that marringes and
feasts exist in that world; but in condeseension
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPIH, v 72-74

to men’s grossness, he employed these names when
he would make known to them the future. So,
as he telleth, the king with high proclamation
called all to come to the marriage to take their
fill of his wondrous store of good things. But many
of them that were bidden made light of it and came
not, and busicd themsclves: some went to their
farms, some to their merchandize, and others to
their newly wedded wives, and thus deprived them-
selves of the splendour of the bride ehamber.  Now
when these had, of th+ir own choice, absented them-
selves from this joyous merriment, others were
bidden therecto, and the wedding was furnished with
guests. And when the king eame in to see the guests,
h(, saw there a man whieh had not on a wedding
garment, and he said unto him, “Friend, how
camest thou in hither, not having a wedding gar-
ment?” And he was specchless. Then said the
king to the scrvants, “ Bind him hand and foot, and
take him away, and cast him into outer darkness;
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Now they who made excuses and paid no heed
to the call are they that hasten not to the faith
of Christ, but continue in idolatry or heresy. But he
that had no wedding garment is he that believeth,
but hath soiled his spiritual garment with unclean
aets, and was rightly east forth from the joy of the
bride ehamber.

¢ And he put forth yet another parable, in harmony and the
with this, in his picture of the Ten Virgins, « five barablo of
of whom were wise, and five were foolish. They and foolis
that were foolish took their lamps and took no ™™
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1x. 74-75

oil with them, but the wise took oil.” By the oil
he signifieth the acquiring of good works. “ And at
midnight,” he saith, < there was a ery made, ¢ Behold
the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.””
By midnight he denoteth the uncertainty of that
time. Then all those virgins arose. “They that
were ready went forth to meet the bridegroom and
went in with him to the marriage, and the door was
shut.” But they that were un-ready (whom rightly
he calleth foolish), seeing that their lamps were
going out, went forth to buy oil. Afterward they
drew nigh, the door being now shut, and eried,
saying, “ Lord, Lord, open to us.”  But he answered
and said, ¢ Verily I say unto you, I know you not.”
Wherefore from all this it is manifest that there is a
requital not only for overt aets, but also for words
and even secret thoughts; for the Saviour said,
“l say unto you, that for every idle word that
men shall speak they shall give aceount thereof
in the day of judgement.” And again he saith,
¢ But the very hairs of your head are numbered,” by
the hairs meaning the smallest and slightest phantasy
or thought. And in harmony herewith is the
teaching of blessed Paul, “For the word of God,”
saith he, “is quiek and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.  Neither is therc any creature
that is not manifest in his sight : but all things are
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPII, 1x. 75-76

naked and laid bare unto the eyes of him with whom
we have to do.”

¢ These things also were proclaimed with wondrous Balaam
clearness by the prophets of old time, illumined :E;‘i?shm
by the grace of the Spirit. For Esay saith, “Izli“’EZ,f;:]s
know their works and their thoughts,” and will
repay them. ¢ Behold, I come to gather all nations
and all tongues; and they shall come and seec my
glory. And the heaven shall be new, and the
earth, which I make before me.  And all flesh shall
come to worship before me, saith the Lord. And
they shall go forth, and look upon the earcasses of the
men that have transgressed against me: for their
worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be
quenehed; and they shall be a spectacle unto all
flesh.”  And again he saith eonccrning that day,
“And the heavens shall be rolled together as a
seroll, and all the stars shall fall down as leaves from
the vine. For behold, the day of the Lord eomecth,
eruel with wrath and fieree anger, to lay the whole
world desolate and to destroy the sinners ont of it.
For the stars of heaven and Orion and all the
constellations of heaven shall not give their light,
and there shall be darkness at the sun’s rising, and
the moon shall not give her light. And I will
cause the arrogancy of the sinners to cease, and will
lay low the haughtiness of the proud.” And again he
saith, ¢ Wo unto them that draw their iniquities as
with a long cord, and their sins as with an heifer’s
cart-rope !  Wo unto them that call evil good, and
good evil ; that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for swect, and sweet for
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, ix. 76-77

bitter! Wo unto those of you that are mighty,that are
princes, that mingle strong drink, which justify the
wieked for reward, and take justiee from the just, and
turn aside the judgement from the necedy, and take
away the right from the poor, that the widow may
be their spoil and the fatherless their prey! And
what will they do in the day of visitation, and
to whom will they flee for help? And where will
they leave their glory, that they fall not into arrest?
Like as stubble shall be burnt by live eoal of fire,and
eonsumed by kindled flame, so their root shall be
as foam, and their blossom shall go up as dust,
for they wonld not the law of the Lord of hosts, and
provoked the oracle of the Holy One of Israel.”

“In tune therewith saith also another propliet, and of other
“The great day of the Lord is near, and hasteth P*¥"e'®
greatly. The bitter and austere voice of the day of
the Lord hath been appointed. A mighty day of
wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress,
a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of blackness
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,
a day of the trumpet and alarm. And 1 will bring
distress upon the wicked, and they shall walk like
blind men, because they have sinned against the
Lord. Neither their silver nor their gold shall
be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's
wrath ; for the whole land shall be devoured by the
fire of his jealousy, for he shall make ariddanee of all
them that dwell in the land.” Moreover David,
the king and prophet, ericth thus, “ God shall come
visibly, even our God, and shall not keep silence:
a fire shall be kindled before him, and a mighty
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1x. 77-x. 78

tempest round about him. Ilec shall eall the heaven
from above, and the carth, that he may judge his
people.”  And again he saith, “Arise, O God, judge
thou the earth, becausc ¢ the fierceness of man shall
turn to thy praise.” And thou shalt ¢ reward every
man according to his works.” And many other
such things have been spoken by the Psalmist, and
all the Prophets inspired by the Holy Ghost, con-
cerning the judgement and the recompense to come.
Their words also have been most surely confirmed
by the Saviour who hath taught us to believe the
resurrection of the dead, and the recompense of the
deeds done in the flesh, and the unending life of
the world to come.’

X

But Joasaph was filled hereby with deep compunc- Toasaph
tion, and was melted into tears; and he said to the ?,1“,‘;‘1‘;‘;,;"
clder, ¢ Thou hast told me everything plainly, and hast $ved
completed unerringly ihy terrible and marvellous
tale.  With such truths set before us, what must we
do to escape the punishments in store for sinners,
and to gain the joy of the rightcous?’

Barlaam answered: € It is written of Peter, who Barlaam
was also called chief of the Apostles, that once when {’ﬁﬁ‘:,’:}‘;,
he was preaching the people were pricked in their salvation,
heart, like thyself to-day: and when they asked,
“What shall we do?”, Peter said unto them,

“ Repent, and be baptized cvery one of yon for the

remission of sins, and ye shall reeeive the gift of the
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Holy Ghost. For to you is the promise, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off even as many as
the Lord our God shall eall.” Bchold therefore upon
thee also hath he poured forth the riches of his
merey, and hath called thec that wert afar off from
him in heart, and didst serve others, not Gods, but
pernicious devils and dumb and senseless wooden
images. Wherefore before all things approach thou
him who hath ealled thee, and from him shalt thou
receive the true knowledge of things visible and
invisible. But if, after thy ealling, thou be loth or
slack, thou shalt be disherited by the just judgement
of God, and by thy rejection of him thou shalt be
rejected. For thus too spake the same Apostle
Peter to a certain diseiple.!  But I believe that thou
hast heard the eall, and that, when thou hast heard
it more plainly, thou wilt take up thy Cross, and
follow that God and Master that ealleth thee, ealleth
thee to himself from death unto life, and from
darkness unto light. For, soothly, ignorance of God
is darkuess and death of the soul ; and to serve idols,
to the destruetion of all nature, is to my thinking
the extreme of all sensclessness.

¢ But idolaters—to whom shall I compare them,
and to what likeness shall I liken their silliness?
Well, T will set before thee an example which I
heard from the lips of one most wise.

¢« Idol worshippers,” said he, “are like a fowler
who ecaught a tiny bird, called nightingale. He
took a knife, for to kill and eat her; but the night-
ingale, being given the power of articulate speceh,

1 Simon Magus(?).

and
showeth
the foully of
idovlatry by
the tale of
the Fowler
and the
Nightingale
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said to the fowler, ¢ Man, what advantageth it thee to
slay me? for thou shalt not be able by my mecans to
fill thy belly. Now free me of my fetters, and I will
give thee three precepts, by the keeping of which
thou shalt be greatly benefited all thy life long.” He,
astonied at her speech, promised that, if he heard
anything new from her, he would quickly free her
from her captivity. The nightingale turned towards
our friend and said, ‘Never try to attain to the
unattainable : never regret the thing past and gone :
and never believe the word that passeth belief.
Keep these threec precepts, and may it be well
with thee” The man, admiring the lucidity and
sense of her words, freed the bird from her captivity,
and sent her forth aloft. She, therefore, desirous to
know whether the man had understood the force of
her words, and whether he had gleaned any profit
therefrom, said, as she flew aloft, ¢ Shame, sir, on
thy fecklessness! What a trcasure that hast lost
to-day ! For I have inside me a pearl larger than an
ostrich-egg.” When the fowler heard thercof, he
was distraught with grief, regretting that the bird
had escaped out of his hands. And he would fain
have taken her again. ¢ Come hither,” said he, ¢into
my house: I will make thee right welcome, and
send thee forth with honour.” But the nightingale
said unto him, ¢Now I know thee to be a mighty
fool. Though thou didst reccive my words readily
and gladly, thou hast gained no profit thereby. I
bade thee never regret the thing past and gone ; and
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behold thou art distraught with grief because I have
escaped out of thy hands—there thou regrettest a
thing past and gone. I charged thee not to try to
attain to the unattainable, and thou triest to catch
me, though thou canst not attain to my path.
Besides which, I bade thee never believe a word past
belief, and behold thou hast believed that I had
inside me a pearl exceeding the measure of my size,
and hadst not the sense to see that my whole body
doth not attain to the bulk of ostrich eggs. How
then could I contain such a pearl ?””’

“Thus senseless, then, are also they that trust in
idols: for these be their handiwork, and they worship
that which their fingers made, saying, < These be our
creators.” How then deem they their creators those
which have been formed and fashioned by them-
selves? Nay more, they safeguard their gods, lest
they be stolen by thieves, and yet they call them
guardians of their safety. And yet what folly not
to know that they, whieh be unable to guard and
aid themselves, can in no wise guard and save others!
“Tor” saith he, “ why, on behalf of the living, should
they seek unto the dead?” They expend wealth,
for to raise statues and images to devils, and vainly
boast that these give them good gifts, and crave to
receive of their hands things which those idols never
possessed, nor ever shall possess. Wherefore it is
written, “May they that make them be like unto
them, and so be all such as put their trust in them,
who,” he saith, “hire a goldsmith, and make them
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gods, and they fall down, yea, they worship them,
They bear them upon the shoulders, and go forward.
And if they set them in their place, they stand
therein: they shall not vemove. Yea, one shall
cry unto them, yet can they not answer him, nor
save him out of his trouble.” ¢ Whercfore be ye
ashamed with everlasting shame, ve that trust in
graven immages, that say to the molten images, Ye
are our gods." “Tor they sacrificed,” he S'uth “unto
devils, and not to God; to gods whom their fathers
knew not. There came new and fresh gods ; hecause
it is a froward generation, and there is no faith in
them.”
¢ Wherefore out of this wicked and faithless genera- Barlaam

tion the Lord calleth thec to him, saying, « Come out {3nicsecth
from among them, and be thou scparate, and touch jl[\the Holy
no unc]e'm thing,” but “save thyself from this un-
toward generation.”  “ Arise thou, and depart, for
this is not thy rest;” for that divided lordship, which
your gods hold, is a thing of confusion and strife and
hath no real being whatsoever.  But with us it is not
so, neither have we many gods and lords, but one God,
the Father, of whom are all things, and we unto
him: and onc Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things and we by him, “who is the image of the
invisible God, the first born of every creature ” and
of all ages, “for in him were all things crcated that
are in the hcavens and that are upon the earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers.” <« All things
were made by him, and without him was not anything
made that was made :”” and one Holy Ghost, in whom
are all things, “ the Lord and Giver of life,” God and
making God, the good Spirit, the right Spirit, « the

147



John xvi. 7

Rom. viii. 15

John xv. 26

RRom, xi. 36

Mk, xvi. 16

ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

v Hvedpa euﬁec, Mvedpa wapax)\orrov Iyebpa
vioBeaias. ToUTwr Ocds pév éxaatov kal éavtod
Bempov,uevow ws 6 Iatyp xai 0 Tt'és', @S 0 Th‘)s‘
kai 16 IIvev,u.a T0 Afytov, els 6¢ Oeos é év TpLai, ,uza
quats‘, uia Baot)&aa, ,u.La 3vva,u.19, pia SOEa, ;ua
oua'za &atpe-n; TaLS‘ vwoofaaeac Kkal ,uovou. els
yap o Haﬂ;p, ® xat {8iov 1 a/yevvna'La' els Oé 6
,uouoryew)q Tiés, xal tStov avrw 7 fyewr)om' &
36 7o "Afytou Hveu,ua;, kal idtov avTd 7 xmopevas.
otrTw yap 7],u.et¢, éx qbw'ros‘ ToU Ha-rpos‘ LoYAN mepL-
Xaqueeweq Tov Tiov év (;ba)n ) A'yuo Ilvedpar.,
;uau BOEaé‘oyev BeétyTa év 'rpw'w v7roa'ra'aem'
kal alTos eo"rw a)\nﬁwoc ral ,LLOVOS‘ Oeoc, o év
[p‘ta§t ryc’vct)axo\,uev?s‘, 61i €€ avTol Kxai 8 avTod
ral els alTov Td TAvTa.

Tovrov 14 ydpete 'ra kata oe fyvovq /cwyw a-
ea'-ralnu 3L8a§tu e a ,u,e,u,ab’nlca ral TeTipnka €€
apxns‘ els Tijvde THv wohdv. €l oDy moTelTels
Kai ,Ba'lrna'er;q, a'wt?qar) et’ Sé d7na"r7f0'ets‘, KaTa-
xpt@r;o’r; TaiTa "/(\lp a a'r;,u.epov opae kal ols oe-
,uuvw;, 17 Te Soka Ktu Tpud)r) /au 0 7r7\ov"roe Kal
wadga % Tob Blov a7rwr1;, oaov oV TapépyeTat,
eKBa?\ova'L 8¢ oe kai pn Boviouevov evrevﬂev.
kal 70 pév odpa xaraxheiglicetar opkpoTdTw
pvijpate povédTaToy Katakewplév, wdons Te dmo-
otepnfév Ppilwv kal cuyyevdv étaipelast  olyr-
geTaL 8¢ Ta Tepmva Tod /céo‘p.ov, xai mOANY dn L'a
xzu 8uo-w8779 Pbopd, avti Tijs vvw xka\\ovijs Kkal
edooulas, reptxuﬁqo-e'r(u' ‘n]v ¢ «[rvxr}v gov
Ba)\ova'w év Tols /ca'raxﬂowotv 'rr;c vis, €v ) kaTa-
an Tob ddov, éws Tijs -re?\ev-ratac uuaa*rdaew&‘,
nvika maAew amorafBoboca % Yuxy T éavris

142

84

85



BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, x. 83-Ss

Spirit the Comforter,” ““the Spirit of adoption.” Of
these each person, severally, is God. Asthe Fatheris,
so also is the Son, and as the Son, so also the Holy
Ghost. And there is one God in three, one nature,
one kingdom, one power, one glory, one substance,
distinct in persons, and so only distinct. One is the
Father, whose property it is not to have been be-
gotten; one is the only-begotten Son, and his
property it is to have been begotten; and one is
the Holy Ghost, and his property it is that he
proceedeth.  Thus illuminated by that light, which
is the Father, with that light, which is the Son, in
that light, which is the Holy Ghost, we glorify one
Godhead in three persons. And he is one very and
only God, known in the Trinity: for of him and
through him, and unto him are all things.

¢ By his grace also, 1 came to know thy case, and and tellcth
was sent to teach thee the lessons that I have [y of
learned and observed from my youth even to these of sinners,
grey hairs. If then thou shalt believe and be baptized,
thou shalt be saved; but if thou believe not, thou
shalt be damned. All the things that thou seest
to-day, wherein thou gloriest,—pomp, luxury, riches,
and all the deceitfulness of life,—quickly pass away;
and they shall cast thee hence whether thou wilt or
no. And thy body will be imprisoned in a tiny grave,
left in ntter loneliness, and bereft of all company of
kith and kin. And all the pleasant things of the world
shall perish ; and instead of the beauty and fragrance
of to-day, thou shalt be encompassed with horror and
the stink of corruption. But thy soul shall they hurl
into the nether-regions of the earth, into the condem-
nation of Hades, until the final resurrection, when
re-united to her body, she shall be cast forth from
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the presence of the Lord and be delivered to hell
fire, which burneth everlastingly. These, and far
worse haps than these, shall be thy destiny, if thou
continue in unbelief.

‘But and if thou readily obey him that calleth and the
thee to salvation, and if thou run unto him with }jines
desire and joy, and be signed with his light, and rightcous
follow him without turn, renouncing ecvery thing,
and cleaving only unto him, hear what manner of
security and happiness shall be thine. “ When thou
sittest down, thou shalt not be afraid of sudden fear.
When thou liest down, sweet shall be thy sleep.” And
thou shalt not be afraid of terror coming or the assaults
of evil spirits, but shalt go thy way bold as any lion,
and shalt live in bliss and everlasting joyaunce. For
¢ joy and praise shall crown thy head, and gladness
shall befall thee there, where pain and sorrow and
wailing shall flee away.”” “Then shall thy light break
forth as the morning, and thine health shall rise
specdily : and thy righteousness shall go before thee,
and the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward.”
Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer;
while thou art yet speaking, he shall say, “Hercam 1.”
“I, even 1, am he that blotteth out thy transgres-
sions, and will not remcmber them. Put me in
remembrance : let us plead together: declare thou
thy sins that thou mayst be justified.” “Though thy
sins be as scarlet, I will make them white as snow:
though they be red as erimson I will make them
white as wool, for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it.”’
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XI

Toasarn said unto him, ¢ All thy words arc fair and
wonderful, and, while thou spakest, 1 believed them
and still believe them; and I hate all idolatry with
all my heart. And indeed, even before thy coming
hither, my soul was, in uncertain fashion, doubt-
ful of it. But now I hate it with a perfect
hatred, since I have learned from thy lips the
vanity thereof, and the folly of those who worship
idols; and I ycarn to become the servant of the
true God, if haply he will not refuse me, that am
unworthy by reason of my sins, and 1 trust that he
will forgive me everything, because he is a lover
of men, and compassionate, as thou tellest me, and
will count me worthy to become his servant. So 1
am ready anon to rcceive baptism, and to observe
all thy sayings. But what must I do after baptism?
And is this alonc suflicient for salvation, to believe
and be baptized, or must one add other services
thereto ?’

Barlaam answered him, ¢ Hear what thou must do
after baptism. Thou must abstain from all sin, and
every evil affection, and build upon the foundation
of the Catholick Faith the practice of the virtues;
for faith without works is dead, as also arc works
without faith. For, saith the Apostle, Walk in
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of
the flesh. Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are thesc: Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolalry, witcheratt,
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xi1. 87-88

hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, envyings, murders, love of money, railing,
love of pleasure, drunkenness, revelling, arrogance,
and sueh like, of the which I tell you before, as I
have also told you in time past, that they which do
sneh things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperanee, sanctification of soul and body, lowliness
of heart and contrition, almsgiving, forgiveness of
injuries, loving-kindness, watehings, perfect repent-
anee of all past offences, tears of eompunction,
sorrow for our own sins and those of our neighbours,
and the like. These, even as steps and ladders that
support one another and are eclinched together,
conduet the soul to heaven. Lo, to these we are
commanded to cleave after baptism, and to abstain
from their contraries.
¢But if, after receiving the knowledge of the warneth

truth, we again lay lold on dead works, and, like a iz,:::‘:?

dog, return to our vomit, it shall happen unto us ;’j;ft;ﬁ'
aceording to the word of the Lord; «for,” saith
le, « when the unclean spirit is gone out of a man”’
(to wit, by the grace of baptism) “ he walketh through
dry places, seeking rest, and finding none.” But
enduring not for long to wander homeless and
hearthless, he saith, “I will return to my house
whence I came out.” And, when he cometh, he
findeth it swept and garnished, but empty and
unoceupied, not having rececived the operation of
grace, nor having filled itself with the riches of the
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xi. 83-go

virtues. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven
other spirits more wicked than himself; and they
enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that
man beeometh worse than the first.” For baptism
burieth in the water and eompletely blotteth out the
hand-writing of all former sins, and is to us for the
future a sure fortress and tower of defence, and a
strong weapon against the marshalled host of the
enemy; but it taketh not away free will, nor
alloweth the forgiving of sins after baptism, or
immersion in the font a second time. For it is one
baptism that we confess, and need is that we keep
ourselves with all watehfulness that so we fall not
into dcfilement a seeond time, but hold fast to the
commandments of the Lord. For when he said to
the Apostles, “Go make diseiples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” he did not stop
there, but added, “teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you.”
¢ Now he ecommanded men to be poorin spirit, and and

such he calleth blessed and worthy of the kingdom of Fe ™
heaven. Again he chargeth us to mourn in the present §f G~
life, that we may obtain comfort hereafter, and to
be meck, and to be ever hungering and thirsting
afterrighteousness: to be mereiful, and ready to distri-
bute, pitiful and eompassionate, pure in heart, abstain-
ing from all defilement of flesh and spirit, peacemakers
with our neighbours and with our own souls,
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, x1. go-91

by bringing the worse into subjection to the better,

and thus by a just decision making peace in that
continual warfare betwixt the twain; also to endure

all persecution and tribulation and reviling, inflicted

upon us for righteousness’ sake in defence of his

name, that we may obtain everlasting felicity in the
glorious distribution of his rewards. Ay, and in

this world he exhorteth us to let our “light so shine

before men, that they may see,” he saith, “your

good works, and glorify your Father whieh is in
heaven.”

¢For the law of Moses, formerly given to the showing

Israelites, saith, « Thou shalt not kill ; thou shalt not g% much
commit adultery ; thou shalt not steal ; thou shalt gxcellent

s the
not bear false witness:” but Christ saith ¢ Whosoever GOSPeI

is angry with his brother without a cause shall he in 1?@“0;,10
danger of the judgement; and whosoever shall say, Moscs
Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire:” and, “if
thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re-
memberest that thy brother hath aught aguainst thee,
leave there thygift before the altar, and go thy wayand

first be reconciled to thy brother.” And he also saith,

“ Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her,
hath committed adultery with her in his heart.”
And hereby he calleth the defilement and consent

of the affection adultery. Furthermore, where the

law forbade a man to forswear himself, Christ com-
manded him to swear not at all beyond Yea and
Nay. There we read, “Eye for eye and tooth

for tooth”: here, ¢ Whosoever shall smite thee

on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.
And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take
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away thy ecoat, let him have thy eloke also. And
whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with
him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from
him that would borrow of thec turn not thou away.
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do frood to them that hate you, and pray for them
wlnch despitefully use you and persecute you; that
ye may be the children of your Father which is
in heaven : for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil
and on the good,and sendeth rain on the just and on
the unjust. Judge not, that ye be not judged. Forgive,
and ye shall be forgiven. Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
eorrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth eorrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor steal : for where your trea-
sure is, there will your heart be also. Take no thought
for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on:
for your heavenly I'ather knoweth that ye have nced
of all these things.” He therefore that gave life and
body will assuredly give food and raiment: he that
feedeth the fowls of the air and arrayeth with such
beauty the lilies of the field. “But,scck ye first,” saith
Christ, “the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ;
and all these things shall be added unto you. Take
therefore no thought for the morrow : for the morrow
shall take thought for the things of itsclf. There-
fore all things whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye cven so to them. Enter ye in at
the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad
is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many
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there be which go in thereat. Strait and narrow
is the way which leadeth unto life and few there
be that find it. Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven. He that loveth father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth
son and daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
And he that taketh not up his cross and followeth
after me, is not worthy of me.” Lo these and the
like of these be the things which the Saviour com-
manded his Apostles to teach the Faithful : and
all these things we are bound to observe, if we
desire to attain to perfection and receive the in-
corruptible erowns of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give at that day unto all
them that have loved his appearing.’

Ioasaph said unto the elder, ¢ Well then, as the Ioasaph's
strictness of these doctrines demandeth sueh chaste g::f:z:'(:xx;l)g
conversation, if, after baptism, I ehanee to fail in one ff;';ﬁﬁ:r
or two of these commandments, shall T therefore
utterly miss the goal,and shall all my hope be vain?’

Barlaam answered, ¢ Decm not so.  God, the Word, Barlaam
made man for the salvation of our race, aware of the :ﬁlelcﬁkp?f
exceeding frailty and misery of our nature, hath not fim %
even here suffered our sickness to be without remedy, "Petance
But, like a skilful leech, he hath mixed for our
unsteady and sin-loving heart the potion of repent-
ance, preseribing this for the remission of sins. For
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after that we have received the knowledge of the
truth, and have been sanctified by water and the
Spirit, and cleansed without effort from all sin and
all defilement, if we should fortune to fall into any
transgression, there is, it is true, no second regenera-
tion made within us by the spirit through baptism in
the water of the font, and wholly re-creating us (that
gift is given once for all): but, by mecans of painful
repentance, hot tears, toils and sweats, there is a
purifying and pardoning of our offences through the
tender merey of our God. Tor the fount of tears is
also called baptism, according to the grace of the
Master, but it needeth labour and time; and many
hath it saved after many a fall ; because there is no
sin too great for the clemency of God, it we be quick
to repent, and purge the shame of our offences, and
death overtake us not,and depart us not from this life
still defiled ; for in the grave there is no confession
nor repentance. But as long as we are among
the living, while the foundation of our true faith
continueth unshattered, even if somewhat of the
outer roof-work or inner building be disabled, it is
allowed to renew by repentance the part rotted by
sins. It is impossible to count the multitude of the
mercies of God, or measure the greatness of his
compassion : whereas sins and offences, of whatever
kind, are subject to measure and may be numbered.
So our offences, being subjeet to measure and number,
cannot overcome the immeasurable eompassion, and
innumerable mercics of God.
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¢ Wherefore we are commanded not to despair for Barlaam
telleth of

our trespasses, but to acknowledge the goodness of the parables
God, and condemn the sins whereof forgiveness is %‘ré.;fga}
offered us by reason of the loving-kindness of som
Christ, who for our sins shed his precious blood. In
many places of Seripture we are taught the power of
repentanee, and especially by the precepts and
parables of our Lord Jesus Christ. For it saith, “ From
that time began Jesus to preach and to say, ¢ Repent
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”” More-
over he setteth before us, in a parable, a certain son
that had received his father’s substance, and taken
his journey into a far country, and there spent all in
riotous living. Then, when there arose a famine in
that land, he went and joined himself to one of the
citizens of that land of iniquity, who sent him into
his fields to feed swine,—thus doth he designate the
most ecoarse and loathsome sin.  When, after much
labour, he had come to the utimost misery, and might
not even fill his belly with the husks that the swine
did eat, at last he came to perceive his shameful
plight, and, bemoaning himself, said, “ How many
hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and
to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and
go to my father, and will say unto him, ¢ Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before thee, and am
no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as
one of thy hired servants.”” And he arose, and
came to his father. But, when he was yet a great
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way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and
ran, and embraced him, and kissed him tenderly,
and, restoring him to his former rank, made a feast
of joyannce because his son was found again, and
killed the fatted calf. Lo, this parable, Jesus spake
to us, eoncerneth such as turn again from sin, and
fall at his feet in repentance. Again, he repre-
senteth a certain good shepherd that had an hundred
sheep, and, when one was lost, left the ninety and
nine, and went forth to seck that which was gone
astray, until he found it: and he laid it on his
shoulders, and folded it with those that had not gone
astray, and called together his friends and neighbours
to a banquet, because that it was found. ¢ Likewise,”
saith the Saviour, «joy shall be in heaven over one
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine just persons which need no repentance.”

‘And, in sooth, even the chief of the diseiples, Peter,
the Rock of the Faith,in the very season of the Saviour’s
Passion, failing for a little while in his stewardship,
that he might understand the worthlessness and
misery of human frailty, fell under the guilt of denial.
Then he straightway remembered the Lord’s words,
and went out and wept bitterly, and with those hot
tears made good his defeat, and transterred the
victory to his own side. Like a skilful man of war,
though fallen, he was not undone, nor did he despair,
but, springing to his feet, he bronght up,as a reserve,
bitter tears from the agony of his soul ; and straight-
way, when the enemy saw that sight, like a man
whose eyesare scorched with a fierce flame, he leaped
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off and fled afar, howling horribly. So the chiet
became chief again, as he had before been chosen
teacher of the whole world, being now bhecome its
pattern of penitence. And after his holy resurree-
tion Christ made good this three-fold denial with the
three-fold question, « Peter, lovest thou me ?”, the
Apostle answering, “ Yea, Lord, thou knowest that 1
love thee.”

‘So from all these and many other examples
beyond count we learn the virtue of tears and
repentance. Only the manner thercof must be
noted—it must arise from a heart that abominateth
sin and weepeth, as saith the prophet David, < am
weary of my groaning : every night will I wash my
bed and water my couch with my tears.” Again the
cleansing of sins will be wronght by the Dblood of
Christ, in the greatness of his compassion and the
multitude of the mercies of that God who saith,
“ Though your sins be as scarlet, I will make them
white as snow,” and so forth.

¢Thus therefore it is, and thus we belicve. But
after reeeiving the knowledge of the truth and
winning regencration and adoption as sons, and
tasting of the divine mysteries, we must strive hard
to keep our feet lest we fall. TFor to fall becometh
not the athlete, since many have fallen and been
unable to rise. Some, opening a door to sinful lusts,
and clinging obstinately to them, have no more had
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strength to hasten back to repentance; and others,
being untimely snatched by death, and having not
made speed enough to wash them from the pollution
of their sin, have been damned.  Aund for this cause
it is parlous to fall into any kind of sinful affection
whatsoever. But if any man fall, he must at once
leap up, and stand again to fight the good fight : and,
as often as there cometh a fall, so often must there
at once ensue this rising and standing, unto the end.
For, “ Turn ye unto me, and 1 will turn unto you,”
saith the Lord God.’

X1

To this said loasaph, <But how, after baptism, ronsaph

shall a man keep himsclf clear from all sin? For f.’«'.‘\"”}l::::.;
even if there be, as thou sayest, repentance for them gl
that stumble, yet it is attended with toil and trouble, #!ng
with weeping and mourning; things which,
methinks, are not casy for the many to aceomplish.
But I desired rather to find a way to keep strictly
the commandments of God, and not swerve from them,
and, after his pardoning of my past misdceds, never
again to provoke that most sweet God and Master.”

Barlaam answered, ¢ Well said, my lord and king. Barlaam
That also is my desire; but it is hard, nay quite f:l;';'ﬁ(lt‘],c
impossible, for a man living with fire not to be [yybtations
blackened with smoke : for it is an uphill task, and this world,
one not casy of accomplishment, for a man that is

tied to the matters of thislife and busied with its cares
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and troubles, and liveth in riches and luxury, to walk
unswervingly in the way of the commandments of
the Lord, and to preserve his lifc pure of these evils.
“ For,” saith the lLord, “no man can serve two
masters ; for either he will hate the one and love
the other; or else he will hold to the one and
despise the other. Ye camnot serve God and
Mammon.” So also writeth the beloved Evangelist
and Divine in his Epistle, thus saying, < Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, hut is of the world. And
the world passeth away, and the lust thercof; but
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”

¢ These things were well understood by our holy and and
inspired f'lthels ; and mindful of the Apostle’s word Phat other
that we must through much tribulation enter mton,“' ﬁ;;?t;.,,
the Kingdom of Heaven, they strove, after holy jhmrty™
baptism, to keep their garment of immortality
spotless and nndefiled.  Whence some of them also
thonght fit to receive yet another baptism: I mean
that whieh is by blood and martyrdom. Tor this too
is called baptism, the most honourable, and reverend
of all, inasmuch as its waters are not polluted by
fresh sin; which also our Lord underwent for our
sakes, and rightly called it baptism. So as imitators
and followers of him, first his eyewitness, disciples,
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and Apostles, and then the whole band of holy
martyrs yielded themseclves, for the name of Christ,
to kings and tyrants that worshipped idols, and
endured every form of torment, being exposed to andrecoun.
wild beasts, fire and sword, eonfessing the good eon- gﬁ?lé??ﬁ
fession, running the course and keceping the faith. the Martyrs
Thus they gained the prizes of rightcousness, and
became the companions of Angels, and fellow-heirs
with Christ. Their virtue shone so bright that their
sound went out into all lands, and the splendour of
their good deceds flashed like lightning into the ends
of the earth. Of these men, not only the words and
works, but even the very blood and bones are full of
all sanctity, mightily casting out devils, and giving
to sueh as touch them in faith the healing of
incurable discases: yea, and even their garments,
and anything else that hath been brought near
their honoured bodies, are always worthy of the
reverence of all creation. And it were a long tale
to tell one by one their deeds of prowess.
¢ But when those eruel and brutal tyrants brought Barlam

their miserable lives to a miserable end. and per- :ﬁl.‘l(ht.ll,,(nf.t
sccution ceased, and Christian kings ruled through-
out the world, then others too in  succession
emulated the Martyrs’ zeal and divine desire, and,
wounded at heart with the same love, considered
well how they might present soul and body without
blemish unto God, by cutting off all the workings
of sinful lusts and purifying themselves of cvery
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defilement of flesh and spirit. But, as they perceived

that this could only be accomplished by the keeping

of the commandments of Christ, and that the keeping

of his eommandments and the practice of the virtues

was difficult to attain in the midst of the turmoils of of their
the world, they adopted for themsclves a strange g:’l‘rt{f:u:;"l
and ehanged manncer of life, and, obedient to the
voice divine, forsook all, parents, children, friends,
kinsfolk, riches and luxury, and, hating everything in

the world, withdrew, as cxiles, into the deserts,
being destitute, afflicted, evil entreated, wandering

in wildernesses and mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth, self-banished from all the
pleasures and delights upon earth, and standing

in sore need even of bread and shelter. This they

did for two causes: firstly, that never seeing the
objects of sinful lust, they might pluck such
desires by the root out of their soul,and blot out the
memory thereof, and plant within themselves the

love and desire of divine and heavenly things: and
secondly, that, by exhausting the flesh by austerities, of their aim
and becoming Martyrs in will, they might not miss "4 hove
the glory of them that were made perfect by blood,

but might be themselves, in their degree, imitators

of the sufferings of Christ, and become. partakers of

the kingdom that hath no end. Having then come

to this wise resolve, they adopted the quiet of
monastie life, some facing the rigours of the open air,

and braving the blaze of the scot(hmtr heat and fierce

frosts and rain-storms and tempestuous winds, others
spending their lives in the hovels which they had
builded them, or in the hiding of holes and caverns.
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Thus, in pursuit of virtue, they utterly denied them-

selves all fleshly comfort and repose, submitting to a

diet of uncooked herbs and worts, or aeorns, or

hard dry bread, not merely saying good-bye to
delights in their quality, but, in very execess of
temperanece, extending their zeal to limit even the
quantity of enjoyment. For even of those common

and necessary meats they took only so much as was
sufficient to sustain life. Some of them continued
fasting the whole week, and partook of victuals only

of a Sunday: others thought of food twice only in

the week: others ate every other day, or daily

at eventide—that is, took but a taste of food. In
prayers and watchings they almost rivalled the life

of Angels, bidding a long farewell to the possession

of gold and silver, and quite forgetting that buyings

and sellings are econcerns of men.

¢ But cnvy and pride, the evils most prone to follow and com.

good works, had no place amongst them. FHe that was ?ﬁce";«iiz,‘:n»s
weaker in ascctic exercises entertained no thought of 3})(21;':‘1':11(-\{1,
malice against him of brighter example. Nor again

was he, that had accomplished great feats, deceived

and puffed up by arroganee to despise his weaker
brethren, or set at nought his neighbour, or boast of

his rigours, or glory in his achievements. He that
excelled in virtue aseribed nothing to his own
labours, but all to the power of God, in humility

of mind persuading himself that his labours were
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nought and that he was debtor even for more, as
saith the Lord, ¢ When ye shall have done all those
things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are
unprofitable servants : we have done that which was
our duty to do.”” Others again persuaded tliem-
selves that they had not done even the things whieh
they were eommanded to do, but that the things left
undone outnumbered the things already well done.
Again, he that was far behind in austerity, perchance
through bodily weakness, would disparage and blame
himself, attributing his failure to slothfulness of
mind rather than to natural frailty. So eaeh exeelled
each, and all exeelled all in this swcet reasonable-
ness. But the spirit of vain glory and pleasing
of men—what plaee had it among them? Ior they
had fled from the world, and were dwelling in
the desert, to the end that they might show their
virtues not to men, but to God, from whom also they
hope to reeeive the rewards of their good deeds,
well aware that religious exercises performed for
vain glory go without recompense; for these are
done for the praisc of men and not for God.  Whenee
all that do thus are doubly defrauded: they waste
their body, and reecive no reward. But they who
vearn for glory above, and strive thereafter, despise
all carthly and human glory.

‘As to their dwellings, some mouks finish the
contest in utter retirement and solitude, having
removed themselves far from the haunts of men
throughout the whole of their earthly life-time, and
having drawn nigh to God. Others build their
hoines at a distance one from another, but meet on
the Lord’s Day at one Church, and communieate of
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the Holy Mysteries, 1 mean the unbloody Sacrifice of

the undefiled Body and precious Blood of Christ,

whieh the Lord gave to the Faithful for the remission

of sins, for the enlightenment and sanetification of

soul and body. They entertain one another with

the exercises of the divine Oracles and moral exhort-

ations, and make public the seeret wiles of their ad-

versaries, that none, through ignoranee of the manner

of wrestling, may be eanght thus. Then turn they

again, cach to his own home, eagerly storing the

honey of virtue in the eells of their hearts, and hus-

banding sweet fruits worthy of the heavenly board.
¢Others again spend their life in monasteries. He telleth

These gather in multitudes in one spot, and range o mstic

themselves under one superior and president, the of their

best of their number, slaying all self-will with the ™

sword of obedience. Of their own free ehoice they

consider themselves as slaves bought at a price, and

no longer live for themselves, but tor him, to whom,

for Christ his sake, they have become obedient ; or

rather, to speak more properly, they live no more

for themselves, but Christ liveth in them, whom to

follow, they renounce all. This is retirement, a

voluntary hatred of the world, and denial of nature

by desire of things above nature. These men there-

fore live the lives of Angels on earth, chanting

psalms and hymns with one consent unto the Lord,

and purchasing for themsclves the title of Confessors

by labours of obedience. And in them is fulfilled

the word of the Lord, when he saith, ¢ Where two or

three are gathered together in my name, there am [

in the midst of them.” By this number he limiteth

not the gathering together in his name, but by “ two
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xn. 106-107

or three” significth that the number is indefinite.
For, whether there be many, or few, gathered
togcther beeause of his holy name, serving him with
fervent zcal, there we believe him to be present in
the midst of his servants.

¢ By these ensamples and such like assemblies of their

. .. . angcelick
men of earth and clay imitate the life of heavenly fife and of

beings, in fastings and praycrs and watchings, in hot gpeAnteny

tears and sober sorrow, as soldiers in the field with founder,

death before their eyes,in meekness and gentleness,

in silence of the lips,in poverty and want, in chastity

and temperance, in humblencss and quictude of

mind, in perfeet charity toward God and their neigh-

bour, carrying thcir present life down to the grave,

and becoming Angels in their ways. Wherefore

God hath graced them with miracles, signs and

various virtues and made the voice of their marvel-

lous life to be sounded forth to the ends of the

world. If I open my mouth to declare in every

point the life of one of them who is said to have

been the founder of the monastic life, Antony by

name, by this one tree thou shalt assuredly know

the sweet fruits of other trees of the like kind and

form, and shalt know what a foundation of rcligious

life that great man laid, and what a roof he built,

and what gifts he merited to receive from the

Saviour.  After him many fought the like fight and

won like erowns and guerdons. and calleth
Blessed, yea, thrice blessed, are they that have them

loved God, and, for his love’s sake, have ecounted :’,’fcsif_eguft:r

every thing as nothing worth. For they wept and ings here

mourned, day and night, that they might gain Z}:‘,:;]};’:,’L

everlasting comfort: they humbled themselves after
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BARLAAM AND 10ASAPH, xi. 107-109

willingly, that there they might be exalted: they
afflicted the flesh with hunger and thirst and
vigil, that there they might come to the pleasures
and joys of Paradise. By their purity of heart
they became a tabernacle of the Holy Ghost, as
it is written, “I will dwell in them and walk in
them.” They crucified themselves unto the world,
that they might stand at the right hand of the Cruci-
fied: they girt their loins with truth, and alway had
their lamps ready, looking for the coming of the
immortal bridegroom. The eye of their mind being
enlightened, they continually looked forward to
that awful hour, and kept the contemplation of
future happiness and everlasting punishment im-
movable from their hearts, and pained themselves to
labour, that they might not lose eternal glory. They
became passionless as the Angels, and now they
weave the dance in their fellowship, whose lives also
they imitated. Blessed, yea, thrice blessed are they,
because with sure spiritual vision they discerned
the vanity of this present world and the uncertainty
and inconstaney of mortal fortune, and cast it aside,
and laid up for themselves everlasting blessings, and
laid hold of that life which never faileth, nor is
broken by death.

These then are the marvellous holy men whose
examples we, that are poor and vile, strive to imitate,
but cannot attain to the high level of the life of
these heavenly citizens. Nevertheless, so far as is
possible for our weakness and feeble power, we take
the stamp of their lives, and wear their habit, even
though we fail to equal their works; for we are
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BARLAAM AND TOASAPH, xun. 109-110

assured that this holy profession is a means to
perfection and an aid to the incorruption given
us by holy baptism. So, following the teachings of
these blessed Saints, we utterly renounce these
corruptible and perishable things of life, wherein
may be found nothing stable or constant, or that
continueth in one stay; but all things are vanity and
vexation of spirit, and many are the changes that whichis
they bring in a moment ; tor they are slighter than Z,‘L'fcm',"om
dreams and a shadow, or the breeze that bloweth
the air. Small and short-lived is their charm, that
is after all no charm, but illusion and deception
of the wickcdness of the world; which world we
have been taught to love not at all, but rather to
hate with all our heart. Yea, and verily it is
worthy of hatred and abhorrence; for whatsoever
gifts it giveth to its friends, these in turn in passion
it taketh away, and shall hand over its victims,
stripped of all good things, clad in the garment of
shame, and bound under heavy burdens, to eternal
tribulation. And those again whom it cxalteth, it
quickly abaseth to the utmost wretchedness, making
them a foot-stool and a laughing stock for their
cnemies. Such are its eharms, such its bounties. For
it is an enemy of its friends, and traitor to such as
carry out its wishes @ dasheth to dire destruction all
them that lean upon it, and cnervateth those that
put their trust therein. It maketh covenants with
fools and fair false promises, only that it may allure
them toitsclf. But, as they have dealt treacherously,
it proveth itsclf trcacherous and false in fulfilling
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BARLAAM AND TOASAPH, xu. tio-112

none of its pledges. To-day it tickleth their gullet
with pleasant dainties; to-morrow it maketh them
nonght but a gobbet for their encmies. To-day
it maketh aman a king: to-morrow it delivereth himn
into bitter servitude. To-day its thrall is fattening
on a thousand good things ; to-morrow he is a heggar,
and drudge of drudges. To-day it placeth on his head
a erown of glory; to-morrow it dasheth his face upon
the ground. To-day it adorneth his neck with
brilliant badges of dignity; to-morrow it humbleth
him with a collar of iron. TFor a little while it
causeth him to be the desire of all men ; but after a
time it maketh him their hate and abomination.
To-day it gladdencth him: but to-morrow it weareth
him to a shadow with lamentations and wailings.
What is the end thereof, thou shalt hear. Ruthlessly
it bringeth its former lovers to dwell in hell. Such
is ever its mind, such its purposes. It lamenteth not
its departed, nor piticth the survivor. For after that
it hath ernelly duped and entangled in its meshes
the one party, it immediately transterreth the re-
sources of its ingenuity against the other, not willing
that any should escape its eruel snares.

¢These men that have foolishly alicnated them-
selves from a good and kind master, to seck the
service of so harsh and savage a lord, that are all
agog for present joys and are glued therecto, that
take never a thought for the future, that always grasp
after bodily enjovments, but suffer their souls to
waste with hunger, and to be worn with myriad ills,
these I consider to be like a wman flying before the
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xn. r12-113

face of a rampant unicorn, who, unable to endure
the sound of the beast’s erv, and its terrible bellow-
ing, to avoid being devoured, ran away at full speed.
Buat while he ran hastily, he fell into a great pit;
and as he fell, he stretched forth his hands, and laid
hold on a tree, to which he held tightly.  There he
established somc sort of foot-hold and thought
himself from that moment in peace and safety.  But
he looked and descried two mice, the one white, the
other black, that never ceased to gnaw the root of the
tree whereon he hung, and were all but on the point
of severiug it. Then he looked down to the bottom
of the pit and espicd helow a dragon, breathing fire,
fearful for eye to sce, execeding fieree and grim,
with terrible wide jaws, all agape to swallow him.
Again looking closcly at the ledge whercon his feet
rested, he diseerned four heads of asps projecting
from the wall whercon he was perehed.  Then he
lift up his eyes and saw that from the branches of
the tree there dropped alittle honey. And thercat he
ceased to think of the troubles whereby he was sur-
rounded ; how, outside, the unicorn was madly raging
to devour him: how, below, the fierce dragon was
yawning to swallow him: how the tree, which he
had clutched, was all but severed ; and how his feet
rested on slippery, treacherous ground. Yea, he for-
gat, without care, all those sights of awe and terror,
and his whole mind hung on the swecetness of that

tiny drop of honey.
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BARLAAM AND ITOASAPH, xu. r13-xm. 114

¢ This is the likeness of those who cleave to the The inter-

deceitfulness of this present life,—the interpretation M iaten !
whercof I will deelare to thee anon.  The unicorn is
the type of death, ever in cager pursuit to overtake
the race of Adam. The pit is the world, full of all
manner of ills and deadly snares. The tree, which
was being continually fretted by the two mice, to
which the man elung, is the coursc of every man’s
life, that spendeth and consuming itself hour by
hour, day and night, and gradually draweth nigh its
severanee. The fourfold asps signify the structure
of man's body upon four treacherous and unstable
elements which, being disordered and disturbed,
bring that body to destruction. Furthermore, the
fiery cruel dragon betokencth the maw of hell that
is hungry to receive those who choose present plea-
sures rather than future blessings. The dropping of
honey denoteth the sweetness of the delights of the
world, whereby it deceiveth its own fricnds, nor
suffereth them to take timely thought for their
salvation.’

XHI

Toasapu received this parable with great joy and reasaph
hearcth the

said, ¢ How true this story is, and most apt ! Grudge tle witn
oy

not, then, to shew me other sueh like figures, that 1

may know for certain what the manner of our life is,

and what it hath in store for its friends.’
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xm. 114 115

The elderanswered, ¢ Again, those who are enamour- Barlaan

o ‘1. telleth the
ed of the pleasures of life, and glamonred by the swect- tale of the
ness thereof, who prefer leeting and paltry objeets to prhand
those which ave future and stable, arc like a certain Friends,
man who had three friends.  On the first two of these 7% %%
he was extravagantly lavish of his honours, and clave
passionately to their love, fighting to the death and
deliberately hazarding his life for their sakes. But
to the third he bore himself right arrogantly, never
once granting him the honour nor the love that was
his due, but only making show of some slight and
inconsiderable regard for him. Now one day he was
apprehended by certain dread and strange soldiers,
that made speed to hale him to the king, there to
render account for a debt of ten thousand talents.
Being in a great strait, this debtor sought fora helper,
able to take his part in this terrible reckoning with
the king. So he ran to his first and truest friend of
all; and said, “ Thou wottest, friend, that I ever
jeopardied my life for thy sake. Now to-day I
require help in a necessity that presseth me sore.
In how many talents wilt thou undertake to assist
me now ?  What is the hope that I may eount upon
at thy hands, O wy dearest friend?” The other
answered and said unto him, “Man, I am not thy
friend : I know not who thou art. Other friends
I have, with whom I must needs make merry to-day,
and so win their friendship for the time to come.
But, see, I present thee with two ragged garments,
that thou mayest have them on the way whercon thou
goest, though they will do thee no manner of good.
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xut. 115-116

Iurther help from me thou mayest expect none.”
The other, hearing this, despaired of the succour
whereon he had reckoned, and went to his second
friend, saying, ¢ Friend, thou rememberest how much
honour and kindness thou hast enjoyed at my hands.
To-day I have fallen into tribulation and sorrow, and
need a helping hand. To what extent then canst thou
share my labour? Tell meatonce.” Said he,“[ have
on leisure today to share thy troubles. I toohave fallen how they
among cares and perils,and am myself in tribulation. ﬁf:,‘;i]m
Howbeit, I will go alittle way with thee. evenifI shall b’;s‘t‘l‘_:“_
fail to be of service to thee. Then will I turn quickly
homeward, and busy myself with mine own anxietics.”
So the man returned from him too empty-handed
and baulked at every turn; and he cried misery on
himself for his vain hope in those ungrateful friends,
and the unavailing hardships that he had endured
through love of them. At the last he went away to
the third friend, whom he had never courted, nor
invited to share his happiness. With countenance
ashamed and downecast, hie said unto him,“I can scarce
open my lips to speak with thee, knowing full well
that I have never done thee service, or shown thee
any kindness that thou mightest now remember.
But seeing that a heavy misfortunc hath overtaken
me, and that I have found nowhere among my
friends any hope of deliverance, I address myself
to thee, praying thee, if it lie in thy power, to
afford me some little aid. Bear no grudge for my
past unkindness, and refuse me not.” The other
with a smiling and gracious countenance answered,
“ Assuredly I own thee my very true friend. I have

195



ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

Noyd ge vmlpxew' xat, Ti)s parpas éxelvns pepvn-
pévos gou eu1rmwc, cOY TOKY o-:;;.;,epov a'n'oSwaw
goi. ) (/)0,301} 'rowvv, ,un)Se 868(.0(‘ e'yw aov 'yap
7Tp0‘1'()p€v0'0,uat, efyw 8uo-w7n)aw v7rep cob Tov
Bas\éa, kal ov ny 7rapa.3w ge els Xeapac éxOpov
ov. Odpoet odv, 7rpoo’¢t)\ea7a7e, mu 47 Avrod.
TOTE Kafauvryeic éxelvos €leye ,u,e'ra 8a/cpvwv'
Olpor 1i mpdTov Opyvijocw, kai Ti xKhaloouat
TPRATOV; TijS MATALAS QOU KATAYVOTOUAL T POG-
mabeias els Tovs &,uw},uouac ral (’zxapi0'70vc kal
\[feu&n pidovs €K€Ll’0v§‘, 7 'n]v ¢>pevoB7\a,31;
-ra\auww a'yucu,uoaﬁm;v, Tjyrep TG arnlet ’T'OU'T&) 117
kal yonoie éveSecEauny die;

‘O 8¢ ’lodoad, xai TodTov pera Baluatos
SeEdpevos Tov Noyov, Thv cadijveiav éhjTer.  kal
¢now o Bapradyu: ‘O wpdros pikos av el 7 Tod
7r7\01/11'ov ﬂepmuot’a /cal o Tis qbc)\oxpn;l.a'rfac
épws, édp’ (o ,u.vpl.ozq 0 auﬁpw'n'oc mepumimTEL KLV-

vvots, kai ToNNAS v'n'o,u,evel. Talairowpias: é-
Govm)c 3¢ Tils 767\eu1'al.ae 'rou 0ava‘rov Wpo@ea;u.as‘
ovBev éx 7rav-rwv érelvwv, €l py) Ta TPOS m;BeLav
m'owr'a /)uma, Ra,u.,@avet. 8€v'repos‘ 8¢ piros
Kex?\rrrat fva; Te Kl 'rufva kai ol Aotwol cuy-
yeveis Te kal oixeiol, Gv TH 7rpoo7rat9aa KEKON-
7\1),ufvm 8vaa7'roo7mo"rw¢ éxoper, av-n]e Tijs Yuxis

3

Ka( T0l cwpatos évexev Tijs av'rwv vwepopwv'req
ayamyss ovdemids &€ Tis €€ avTdv amdwvato
o’x,be?xe[aq 15 Gpa Tl OavdTov zi)\)&’ 3 porov
,uexpL -ro:; ,uv;},aa'roq guvobevovoty adTd Tapem-
O/LEVOL, eir’, ebfvs e'n’avaa-rpatﬁsv'req, TOV (Siwy
cx/ou-rat‘ //.epl/,;,vwv \/caf wfpw'ra:rewv, olk élaTTov
NOp T prigunw, 1) To odpa Tob woTe Tpoapikods
196



BARLAAM AND I0ASAPH, xmi. 116-11%

not forgotten those slight services of thine: and
I will repay them to-day with interest. Fear not
therefore, neither be afraid. I will go before thee
and entreat the king for thee, and will by no means
deliver thee into the hands of thine enemics.
Wherefore be of good courage, dear friend, and fret
not thyself.” Then, pricked at heart, the other
said with tears, “Wo is me! Which shall 1 first
lament, or whieh first deplore? Condemm my vain
preference for my forgetful, thankless and false
friends, or blame the mad ingratitude that 1 have
shown to thee, the sineere and true?”’

Ioasaph heard this tale also with amazement and and the
asked the interpretation thereof. Then said Barlaam, Heg Thoveos
¢ The first friend is the abundanee of riehes, and love
of money, by reason of whieh a man falleth into the
midst of ten thousand perils, and endureth many
miseries: but when at last the appointed day of
death is come, of all these things he carrieth away
nothing but the useless burial eloths. By the seeond
friend is signified our wife and children and the
remnant of kinsfolk and aequaintance, to whom
we are passionately attached, and from whom with
diffieulty we tear ourselves away, neglecting our very
soul and body for the love of them. But no help
did man ever derive from these in the hour of death,
save only that they will aceompany and follow him
to the sepulchre, and then straightway turning them
homeward again they are oceupied with their own
cares and matters, and bury his memory in oblivion as
they have buried his body in the grave. But the

197



o, Inke
xvi. 9

ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

/ca)\vyawec Tadw. ¢ & av 'rprros' tjn)»os‘ ) mapew-
pa,u.eros Kai (f;opfméq, 0 ,Lu] 'n'poaiwoq,a?t)\a ¢»ev/c7oe
kal olov u7-o-rpo7ratoc, 0 TRV apigTey Epywv Xopos
Kaﬁeamxezf olov '7'L0'7't§‘, e)w'tq, wyam], &)\ar
,u.oo‘vllr), ¢z7\av€‘pwma, xal 6 Xotm\)q TOV apeTdv
O,U.l.KOs, 0 Bw'u/.cevoc 7rpo1ropev€o‘€at U@y eEepxo-
uérov T o‘w;ua'roq, Umrep 1;;/.0)11 Te 8uo‘w7n)a-al. -rov
Kvpiov, kai Tov exepwu npas )»v7pov,ueuoc xao
Sewow d)opo)\oymu, TOV Aoyoﬁeawv um? m/cpov
v TR dépe xu'ovv-rwu, Ka.L Xelpam‘aa@at 'mxpwq
;’r)-rouwwu. ov’roq éoTwv 0 eu'vay.wv dilos mu
ayalds, 6 xal TR uikpav Yuov evmpayiav €l
Hjuns Gépwv kal av Téke iy Tacav dmodidovs.

X1V

Avfis odv o Iwuaa(;b EJ goc fyeuon'o Tapd
I\upwv To0 Oeol, & ao¢w7a1’e TGV (wﬁpam'wu.
eugbpavac »/ap pov 'n]u Yoy -rotq xa-ra)»)uﬂ\ots‘
gov xat upm-rom pr/,uacn. -rm'yapovv uva'rvw'waov
pot wal tTL elkova *n;c pa'ratonrroq ToU xocr,uou,
kat TOS dv Tis v elpivy xal acdaleia ToUTOV
8te\0m.

\pa)\anu 3(—: ToV Xoyov 0 Bapkaap. edm,
YAkovaov kal ’mu-rov &% Tov wpoB)u;p.a-roq opocw-
auw. 7ro)m/ Twa ,ue,uaﬁmca pevarny, N5 ol 7ro7u-
Tar ToLavTnY eo‘x;;xeo‘aw ex'ra)\at o-um]ﬁecau, 7o
en)\a,u,mvm(?ac fevou Twos kal m/vwaTov avdpos,
/,n;&u TOV uo,uwv -n)q moNEwS Kal wapaSoa'ewv
r))\(:)s‘ emO'Ta,uevuu, xal TobTov PBaciNéa xa.f?to‘“rav
éavTols, wdans amohavovra éfovaias kal Tdw

198

—

18



BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xu1 r17-xiv. 118

third friend, that was altogether neglected and held
cheap, whom the man never approached, but rather
shunned and fled in horror, is the company of good
deeds,—faith, hope, charity, alms, kindliness, and the
whole band of virtues, that can go before us, when
we quit the body, and may plead with the Lord on our
behalf, and deliver us from our enemics and dread
creditors, who urge that strict rendering of account
in the air, and try bitterly to get the mastery of us.
This is the grateful and true friend, who beareth in
mind those small kindnesses that we have shown
him and repayeth the whole with interest.’

XIv

Acar said Toasaph, ¢ The Lord God prosper thee, Toasaph
desircth

O thou wisest of men! For thou hast gladdened st n]nluthcr
parable

my soul with thine apt and exccllent sayings.
Whercefore sketch me yet another picture of the
vanity of the world, and how a man may pass throuzh
it in peace and safcty.’

Barlaam took up his parable and said, ¢ Hear then Barlaam
P T . telleth of
a similitude of this matter too. I once heard tell of tho city,
. .. N . t had
a great city whose eitizens had, from old time, the strangers
. A . orits kings,
custom of taking some foreigner and stranger, who ,roracus

. . e vI
knew nothing of their laws and traditions, and of

making him their king, to enjoy absolute power,
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xiv. 118-119

and follow his own will and pleasure without hin-
dranee, until the completion of a year. Then suddenly,

while he was living with ncver a carc in rioting

and wantonness, without fear, and alway supposing

that his reign would only terminate with his life,

they would rise up against him, strip him bare of

his royal robes, lead him in triumph up and down

the eity, and thence dispatelh him beyond their
borders into a distant great island ; there, for lack of

food and raiment, in hunger and nakedness he

would waste wmiserably away, the luxury and
pleasure so unexpectedly showered upon him changed

as unexpeetedly into woe.  In accordance therefore and of the
with the unbroken custom of these citizens, a eertain ﬁﬁ?fﬁ;t
man was ordained to the kingship.  But his mind was joqeed <t
fertile of understanding, and he was not earried away Welfare
by this sudden aceess of prosperity, nor did he
emulate the heedlessness of the kings that had gone

before him, and had been miserably expelled, but

his soul was plunged in care and trouble how he

might order his affairs well.  After long and careful

search, he learned from a wise counsellor the custom

of the eitizens, and the place of perpetual banishment,

and was taught of him without guile how to ensure
himself against this fate. So with this knowledge that

within a very little while he must reach that island

and leave to strangers this chance kingdom among
strangers, he opened the treasures whereof he had

awhile absolute and unforbidden use, and took a great

store of money and huge masses of gold and silver and
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BARLAAM AND ITOASAPH, xiv. 119-120

precious stones and delivered the same to trusty
servants and sent them before him to the island
whither he was bound. When the appointed year
came to an cnd, the citizens rose against him, and
sent him naked into banishment like those that
went before him. But while the rest of these foolish
kings, kings only for a season, were sore anhungred,
he, that had timely deposited his wealth, passed his
time in continual plenty mid dainties free of expense,
and, rid of all fear of those mutinous and evil
citizens, could eount himself happy on his wise fore-
thought.
¢ Understand thou, therefore, that the city is this Theinter-

vain and deceitful world; that the citizens are the E,:ﬁt;ﬁ:‘;‘,‘,,‘;f
prineipalities and powers of the devils, the rulers
of the darkness of this world, who entiee us by
the soft bait of pleasure, and counsel us to consider
corruptible and perishable things as incorruptible, as
though the enjoyment that cometh from them were
co-existent with us, and immortal as we. Thus
then are we deccived; we have taken no thought
concerning the things which are abiding and eternal,
and have laid up in store for ourselves no treasure
for that life beyond, when of a sudden there standeth
over us the doom of death. Then, then at last do
those evil and cruel citizens of darkness, that received
us, dispateh us stript of all worldly goods,—for all
our time has been wasted on their service—and carry
us off “to a dark land and a gloomy, to a land of
eternal darkness, where there is no light, nor can
one behold the life of men” As for that good
counsellor, who made known all the truth and taught
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that sagacious and wise king the way of salvation,
understand thou that I, thy poor and humble servant,
am he, who am come hither for to shew thee the
good and infallible way to lead thee to things
eternal and unending, and to counsel thee to lay
up all thy treasure there; and I am eome to lead
thee away from the error of this world, which,
to my woe, I also loved, and elave to its pleasures
and delights. But, when I perceived, with the
unerring eves of my mind how all human life is
wasted in these things that eome and go; when
I saw that no man hath aught that is stable and sted-
fast, neither the rich in his wealth, nor the mighty
in his strength, nor the wise in his wisdom, nor the
prosperous in his prosperity, nor the luxurious in
his wantonness, nor he that dreameth of security of
life in that vain and feeble scewrity of his dreams,
nor any man in any of those things that men on
carth commend ("tis like the boundless rush of torvents
that discharge themsclves into the deep sea, thus
fleeting and temporary are all present things); then,
I say, I understood that all such things are vanity,
and that their enjoyment is naught; and, that even
as the past is all buried in oblivion, be it past glory, or
past kingship, or the splendour of rank, or amplitude
of power, or arrogance of tyranny, or anght else like
them, so also present things will vanish in the
darkness of the days to eome. And, as I am myself
of the present, I also shall doubtless be subject
to its accustomed change; and, cven as my fathers
hefore me were not allowed to take delight for ever
in the present world, so also shall it be with me.
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For I have observed liow this tyrannical and trouble-
some world treateth mankind, shifting men hither and
thither, from wealth to poverty, and from poverty to
lionour, carrying some out of life and bringing others
in, rejecting some that are wise and understanding,
making the honourable and illustrious dishonoured
and despised, but seating others who are unwise and
of no understanding upon a throne of honour, and
making the dishonoured and obscure to be honoured
of all.

‘One may see how the race of mankind may Barlaam

never abide before the face of the cruel tyranny the vain
of the world. But, as when a dove fleeing from restlessncas
an eagle or a hawk flitteth from place to place, Jife and,
now beating against this tree, now against that the wayof
bush, and then anon against the clefts of the rocks
and all manner of bramble-thorns, and, nowhere
finding any safe place of refuge, is wearied with
continnal tossing and crossing to and fro, so are
they which are flustered by the present world.
They labour painfully under unreasoning impulse,
on no sure or firm bases: they know not to what
goal they are driving, nor whither this vain life
leadeth them-—this vain life, whereto they have
in miserable folly subjected themselves, choosing
evil instcad of good, and pursuing viee instead
of gooduess; and they know not who shall inherit
the cold fruits of their many heavy labours, whether
it be a kinsman or a stranger, and, as oft times it
haps, not even a friend or acquaintance at all, but
an enemy and foeman.

207



ST. JOHN DAMASCENE

(4 A D) ’ \ \ s’ 4 4 7
Fabra mavra kat @ TouTows émdueva &a/(pwac
v o Tis Yuxips Kprrr)pun, éuionoca Tov oUu-
7rav-m pov Btov ToV € év. Tols ,u.a'ralfots‘ ava)\.weewa,
ov Sujyayov Tols mepl yils TOVOLS TPOTTETNKEDS.
amoBa\opéve 86’ pour Tils Yuxis TV 'roﬁfwvl‘z:;
rpoo’ruﬁému xat (Lwoppl,\[rav*rt /ca're'¢amy & TO
ov-n a",/a()a, 70 ¢O,Bewé7at 701/ Geov xal morely
adrod To Be)w),u,a. 7070 yap e'vau rav'rwv 'rcov
Ps. exi. 10 wya@wv xeqba)\atov varapxew' ToUTo Kal apxq
ao¢uac Névetar /caz gopia Te're)keta)/.cew; Sw) yap
éoTwv AAUTTOS Kal dvemnpéaaTos Tols AvTeXouévoLs
avTijs, kai Tols émepetopévors ém’ adTny ws émi
Kipiov aocdparis. émomiocas odv pov Tov Aoyi-
Ps. cxix. 32 CUOV T QTAavecTdty 00@ TGOV €VTONGY Tob
prov. viii. 8 Kupiov, kal yvovs dxptBds undév év avti oro-
\eov 7} aTpayyahi@des vmdpyew, pnte dapdyywv
kai oroméhwv drxavfov Te Kxal TptBorwy me-
\7)pw,u,ew]1/, N o)w)u 7\.€Lal/ xabBeaTyrévar kal
o;ta?w]u "rep'rroucrazr puev ToUs opbarpovs T
adryy oBevovrwv Tais gbavonwaw 9ewpuuq wpail-
s fovaav 8¢ Tovs modas, kal uwoSvovcrau TV €ToL-
Rom. x. 15 ,u(unau ToD eva'y'ye?\wv Tiis equw;q, Tob aadards
Eph. 115 T x(u ovv'ropws Badilew 7]1/7rep 7'ra1"rwv 3maLw¢
wpoekptva, xal oucoSop,ew 7}p§u;n;v T mecodady
pov Tijs Yuyis kal gb@npcunw olxiav.
diTws pov Ta xat’ éuavrov Staﬂee,u.evov ral
-ro aqba?\epou Tal voos émavopfotvTos, pq,ua-rwv
akijkoa a'od)av Tiwos SLBao-/onu TotadTd pot
épBoavtost LEENOete, €dn, mdvTes OL moBodrTes
a'wo)p:rw ara\(a)pmenﬂs TS ,uaTato‘rn‘rOS‘ 'rovlzl-l
1 Cor. vii. 21 mo-y.ou' rapriya 'yap TO oxipun alTod ,uuc,oov
daov, kai (Sob olk éoTar., éEéNOeTe duetaTpenTi,
208



BARLAAM AND JOASAPH, xiv. 122-124

¢On all these things, and others akin to them, I
held judgement in the tribunal of my soul, and
[ came to hate my whole life that had Dbeen
wasted in these vanities, while 1 still lived
engrossed in carthly things. But when I had put
off from my soul the lust thereof, and cast it from
me, then was there revealed unto me the true
good, to fear God and do his will; for this I saw
to be the sum of all good. This also is called
the beginning of wisdom, and perfeet wisdom.
For life is without pain and reproach to those
that hold by her, and safe to those who lean
upon her as upon the Lord. So, when I had sct
my reason on the unerring way of the command-
ments of the Lord, and had surely learned that
there is nothing froward or perverse therein, and
that it is not full of chasms and rocks, nor of
thorns and thistles, but licth altogether smooth
and even, rejoieing the eyes of the traveller with
the brightest sights, making bcautiful his feet,
and  shoeing them with “the preparation  of
the Gospel of peace,” that he may walk safely
and without delay, this way, then, I rightly chose
above all others, and began to rebuild my soul’'s
habitation, which had fallen into ruin and decay.

“In such wise was I devising mine estaté, and of the voice
establishing mine unstable mind, when I heard the that called

. . Barlaam to

words of a wise teacher calling loudly to me thus, come out

« (" e o« N ? from the
Come ye out,” said he, < all ye that will to be saved. worla

Be ye scparate from the vanity of the world,

for the tfashion thereof quickly passeth away. and

behold it shall not be. Come ye out, withont
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turning baek, not for nothing and without reward,

but winning supplics for travelling to life eternal,

for ye arc like to journey a long road, needing

mueh supplies from hence, and ye shall arrive at

the place eternal that hath two regions, wherein are

many mansions; onc of which places God hath
prepared for them that love him and keep his
commandments, full of all manner of good things;

and they that attain thercto shall live for ever

in ineorruption, enjoying immortality without death,

where pain and sorrow and sighing are fled away.

But the other place is full of darkness and
tribulation and pain, prepared for the devil and

his angels, wherein also shall be east they who

by evil deeds have deserved it, who have bartered

the ineorruptible and eternal for the present world,

and have made themselves fuel for cternal fire.”

‘When I heard this voiee, and reeognized the Baulaam

truth, 1 did my diligenee to attain to that abode, ?2;‘:;];‘.‘13‘
that is free from all pain and sorrow, and full of 21 for

himsclf
seeurity and all good things, whereof I have know- frewsurein
ledge now only in part, being but a babe in my
spiritual life, and seeing the sights yonder as through
mirrors and riddles ; but when that which is perfect
is come, and 1 shall see face to face, then that which
is in part shall be done away. Wherefore I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord; for the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and of death, and hath opencd mine
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eyes to see clearly that the will of the flesh is death,
but the will of the Spirit is life and peace.  And
even as I did discern the vanity of present things
and hate them with a perfect batred, so likewise |
counsel thee to decide thercon, that thou mayest
treat them as something alien and quickly passing
away, and mayest remove all thy store from earth
and lay up for thysclf in the incorruptible world a
treasure that can not be stolen, wealth inexhaustible,
in that place whither thou must shortly fare, that
when thou comest thither thou mayest not be desti-
tute, but be laden with riches, after the manner of
that aptest of parables that I lately showed thee.’

XV

Saip Ioasaph unto the elder, ¢ How then shall I be Barlaam
able to send before me thither trcasures of money and fhe whve of
richies, that, when I depart hence, I may find these *Ms¢iving
unharmed and unwasted for my enjoymcnt? How
must I show my hatred for things present and lay
hold on things eternal?  This make thou right plain
unto me.”  Quoth Barlaam, ¢ The sending before thee
of money to that eternal home is wrought by the
hands of the poor. For thus saith one of the
prophets, Daniel the wise, unto the king of
Babylon, ¢« Whercfore, O Prince, let my counsel
be acceptable unto thee, and redeem thy sins by
almsgiving, and thine iniquities by showing mercy
to the poor.”” The Saviour also saith, “ Make to
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xv. 126-127

yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteous-
ness; that, when ye fail, they may reccive you into
everlasting habitations.”  And, in divers places, the
Master mdl\cth much mention of alms«rwmg and
liberality to the poor, as we learn in the Gospel.
Thus shalt thou most surely send all thy treasure
before thee by the hands of the needy, for what-
socver thou shalt do unto these the Master countcth
done unto himself, and will reward thee manifold ;
for, in the recompense of benefits, he ever surpasseth
them that love him. So in this manner by scizing
for awhile the treasures of the darkness of this
world, in whose slavery for a long time past thou
hast been miserable, thou shalt by these means make
good provision for thy journcy, and by plundering
another’s goods thou shalt store all up tor thyself,
with things fleeting and transient purchasing for
thyself things that are stable and enduring. After-
wards, God working with thee, thou shalt perecive
the uncertainty and inconstancy of the world. and
saying farewell to all, shalt remove thy barque to
anchor in the future, and passing by the things that
pass away, thou shalt hold to the things that we look
for, the things that abide. Thou shalt depart from
darkness :md the shadow of death, and hate the
world and the ruler of the world ; and, counting thy
perishable flesh thine enemy, thou shalt run toward
the light that is unapproachable, and taking the
Cross on thy shoulders, shalt follow Christ without
looking back, that thou mayest also be glorified with
him, and be made inheritor of the lite that never
changeth nor deceiveth.

Toasaph said, ¢ When thou spakest a minute past
of despising all things, and taking up such a life of
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toil, was that an old tradition handed down from the 1y what
teaching of the Apostles, or is this a late invention §1hority
of your wits, which ye have chosen for yourselves as speaketh
a more excellent way ?’

The clder answered and said, €I teach thee no law Barlaam
introduced but yesterday, God forbid! but one given aamt
unto us of old. For when a certain rich young Band of
man asked the lLord, ¢ What shall I do to mhm’t““ all and
eternal life ?” and boasted that he had observed all " ™™
that was written in the Law, Jesus said unto him,

“One thing thou lackest vet. Go sell all that thou
hast and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven, and come, take up thy cross and
follow me.” But when the young man heard this
he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. And
when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said,
“ How hardly shall they which have riches enter
into the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a
camel to go through the cye of a needle, than for a
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God!™  So,
when all the Saints heard this comm.md they thouoht
fit by all means to withdraw from this hardness of
riches. They parted with all theirgoods, and by this
distribution of their riches to the poor laid up for them-
selves eternal riches ; and they took up their Cross and
followed Christ, some being made perfect by martyr-
dom, even as 1 have already told thee; and some by
the practice of self-denial falling not a whit short
of those others in the life of the true philosophy.
Know thou, then, that this is a command of Christ
our King and God, which leadeth us from things
corruptible and maketh us partakers of things ever-
lasting.’
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Said loasaph, ¢ If, then, this kind of philosophy be
so ancient and so salutary, how cometh it that so
few folk now-a-days follow it?’

The elder answered, ¢ Many have followed, and do
follow it; but the greatest part hesitate and draw back.
For few, saith the Lord, are the travellers along the
strait and narrow way, but along the wide and broad
way many. For they that have once been taken
prisoners by the love of money, and the evils that
come from the love of pleasure, and are given up to
idle and vain glory, are hardly to be tom therefrom,
seeing that thcv have of their own free will sold
themsclves as slaves to a strange master, and sctting
themselves on the opposite side to God, who gave
these eommands, are held in bondage to that other.
For the soul that hath once rejected her own salva-
tion, and given the reins to unreasonable lusts, is
carried about hither and thither. Therefore saith
the prophet, mourning the folly that eneompasseth
such souls, and lamenting the thick darkness that
lieth on them, “O ye sons of men, how long will ve
be of heavy heart? Why love ye vanity, and seck
after leasing?” And in the same tone as he, but
adding thereto some thing of his own, one of our
wise teachers, a most execllent divine, crieth aloud
to all, as from some execeeding high place of vantage,
“Q ye sons of men, how long will ye be of heavy
heart? Why love ye vanity and scek after leasing ?
Trow ye that this present life, and luxury, and
these shreds of glory, and petty lordship and false
prosperity are any great thing?”—things which no
more belong to those that possess them than to
them that hope for them, nor to these latter any
more than to those who never thought of them:
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things like the dust carried and whirled about to
and fro by the tempest, or vanishing as the smoke,
or delusive as a dream, or intangible as a shadow;
which, when absent, need not be despaired of by
them that have them not, and, when present,cannot
be trusted by their owners.
¢This then was the commandment of the Saviour ; who are like

. . thosc that
this the preaching of the Prophets and Apostles ; shut their

. . . ainst
in sueh wise do all the Saints, by word and deed, the biewsed

constrain us to enter the mmerring road of virtue. light of the
And though few walk therein and more choose the
broad way that leadeth to destruction, yet not for
this shall the life of this divine philosophy be min-
ished in fame. But as the sun, rising to shine on all,
doth bounteously send forth his beams, inviting all
to enjoy his light, even so doth our true philosophy,
like the sun, lead with her light those that arc her
lovers, and warneth and brightencth them.  Bat if
any shut their eves, and will not behold the light
thereof, not for that must the sun be blamed, or
scorned by others: still less shall the glory of his
brightness be dishonourcd through their silliness.
But while they, sclf-deprived of light, grope like
blind men along a wall, and fall into many a ditch,
and scrateh out their cves on many a bramble bush,
the sun, firmly established on his own glory, shall
illuminate them that gaze wpon his beams with
unveiled face. Even so shineth the light of Christ
on all men abundantly, imparting to us of his
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lustre.  But every man sharcth thereof in pro-
portion to his desire and zcal. For the Sun of
righteousness disappointeth none of them that
would fix their gaze on him, yet doth he not
compel those who willingly choose darkness; but
every man, so long as he is in this present life, is
committed to his own free will and choice.’

Ioasaph asked,* What is free will and what is choice?” Barlaam
The elder answered, ¢ Free will is the willing of {cfincth
a reasonable soul, moving without hindrance toward and choice
whatever it wisheth, whether to virtue or to vice, the
soul being thus constituted by the Creator. Free will
again is the sovran motion of an intelligent soul.
Choice is desire accompanied by deliberation, or
deliberation accompanied by desire for things that lie
in our power ; for in choosing we desire that which we
have deliberately preferred. Deliberation is a motion
towards enquiry about actions possible to us; a man
deliberateth whether he ought to pursue an object
or no. Then he judgeth which is the better, and
so ariseth judgement. Then he is inclined towards
it, and loveth that which was so jndged by the de-
liberative faculty, and this is called resolve ; for, if he
judge a thing, and yet Dbe not inclined toward
the thing that he hath judged, and love it not,
it is not called resolve. Then, after inclination
toward it, there ariscth choice or rather selection.
For choice is to choose onc or other of two things in
view, and to select this rather than that. And it is
manifest that choice is deliberation plus discrimina-
tion, and this from the very etymology. For that
which is the “object of choice” is the thing chosen
before the other thing. And no man preferrcth a
thing without deliberation, nor maketh a choice
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without having conceived a preference. For, since
we are not zcalous to carry into action all that
seemeth good to us, choice only ariseth and the
deliberately preferred only becometh the chosen,
when desire is added thereto. Thus we conclude
that choice is desire accompanied by deliberation for
things that lie in our power; in choosing we desire
that which we have deliberately preferred.  All de-
liberation aimeth at action and dependeth on action ;
and thus deliberation goeth heforc all choice, and
choice before all action. For this rcason not only
our actions, but also our thoughts, inasmuch as they
give occasion for choice, bring in their train crowns
or punishments. For the beginning of sin and right-
eous dealing is choice, exercised in action possible
to us. Where the power of activity is ours, there
too are the actions that follow that activity in
our power. Virtuous activities are in our power,
therefore in our power are virtues also; for we are
absolute masters over all our souls’ affairs and all
our deliberations. Since then it is of free will
that men decliberate, and of free will that men
choose, a man partaketh of the light divine, and
advanceth in the practice of this philosophy in
exact measure of his choice, for there are
differences of choice. And even as water-springs,
issuing from the hollows of the earth, sometimes
gush forth from the surface soil, and somectimes from
a lower source, and at other times from a great
depth, and cven as some of thesc waters bubble
forth continuously, and their taste is sweet. while
others that come from deep wells are brackish or
sulphurous, even as some pour forth in abundance
while others flow drop by drop, thus, understand
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thou, is it also with our choices. Some choices
are swift and exceeding fervent, others languid
and cold : some have a bias entirely toward virtue,
while others incline with all their force to its
opposite. And like in nature to these choices are
the ensuing impulses to action.’

XVI

Ioasapu said unto the elder, ¢ Are there now loasaph
others, too, who preach the same doctrines as thou? pittipeoo
Or art thou to-day the only one that teacheth this Practices,
hatred of the present world ?’

The other answered and said, “In this your most
unhappy country I know of none: the tyranny of
thy father hath netted all such in a thousand forms
of death; and he hath made it his aim that the
preaching of the knowledge of God be not once
heard in your midst. But in all other tongues these
doctrines are sung and glorified, by some in perfect
truth, but by others perverscly ; for the enemy of
our souls hath made them decline from the straight
road, and divided them by strange teachings,
and taught them to interpret certain sayings of the
Seriptures falsely, and not after the sense contained
therein. But the truth is one, even that which was
preached Dby the glorious Apostles and inspired
Fathers, and shineth in the Catholick Church above
the brightness of the sun from the one ¢nd of the
world unto the other; and as an herald and teacher
of that truth have I been sent to thee.’
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BARLAAM AND 1OASAPH, xvi. 134-135

Ioasaph said unto him, ¢ Hath my father then.
learned naught of these things?’
The elder answered, ¢Clearly and duly he hath
learned naught ; for he stoppeth up his senses, and
will not admit that which is good, being of his own
free choice inclined to evil.’
¢Would God,” said loasaph, ¢that he too were anddesircth
instructed in thesc mysteries! ©  The elderanswered, thosmon”
¢The things that are impossible with men are
possible with God. For how knowest thou whether
thou shalt save thy sire, and in wondrous fashion
be styled the spiritual father of thy father?
¢ I have heard that, once upon a time, there was a Barliam

telleth of
king who governed his kingdom right well, and tf.eLkllu}é

deqlt kindly and gently \\lth his subjects, only 2ndbis =

failing in this point, that he was not rich in the that went

light of the knowledge of God, but held fast to the thecity for
. » . to see sights,

errors of idolatry. Now he had a counsellor, which was =

a good man and endued with righteousness toward — vu

God and with all other virtuous wisdom. Gricved

and vexed though he was at the error of the king,

and willing to convince him thereof, he neverthcless

drew back from the attempt, for fear that he might

earn trouble for himself and his friends, and cut

short those services which he rendered to others.

Yet sought he a convenient scason to draw his

sovereign toward that which was good. One night

the king said unto him, ¢ Come now, let us go forth

and walk about the city, if haply we may see some-

thing to edify us.” \ow while they were walking

about the city, they saw a ray of light shmmo

through an aperture. Fixing their eyes there-
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ST. JOHN DAMASCENE
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Heb. ix. 11 dvexSujymTa KANA) TV €v odpavols axeipoTes-
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xvi. 135-136

on, they descried an underground cavernous chamber, and of the
man and his

in the forefront of which there sat a man, plunged wife whom
in poverty, and clad in rags and tatters. Beside him meking.
stood his wife, mixing wine. When the man took By in
the cup in his hands, she sung a clear sweet melody, Po7ertss
and delighted him by dancing and cozening him

with flatteries.  The king’s companions observed this

for a time, and marvelled that people, pinched by

such poverty as not to afford house and raiment, yet

passed their lives in such good cheer. The king

said to his chief counsellor, “Iriend, how marvellous

a thing it is, that our life, though bright with such

honour and luxury, hath never pleascd us so well as

this poor and miscrable life doth delight and rejoice

these fools: and that this lifc, which appearcth to us

so cruel and abominable, is to them sweet and
alluring ! The chief counsellor scized the happy
moment and said, ¢ But to thee, O king, how scemeth

their life?” <« Of all that I have ever seen,” quoth

the king, “the most hateful and wretched, the most
loathsome and abhorrent.”  Then spake the chief and how
counsellor unto him, **Such, know thou well, O king, ?.',‘fti‘.’.':{ﬁ""
and even more unendurable is our life reckoncd :3,‘;,’:‘,’,:',;”?
by those who are initiated into the sight of the thetsight;
wysteries of yonder everlasting glory, and the
blessings that pass all understanding.  Your palaces
glittering with gold, and these splendid garments,

and all the delights of this life are more loathsome

than dung and filth in the eyes of those that

know the unspeakable beautics of the tabernacles
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Cp. Jas. 1,12

John xvii.

ST. JOHN DAMASCENE
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